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LEAGUE FOCUSES ON INFRASTRUCTURE AND OTHER STRATEGIC
GOALS AT LEGISLATIVE ACTION DAYS

The League of California Cities’ Legislative Action Days took place on May 16-17 in Sacramento.
More than 450 representatives from California cities attended the two-day event, which featured
an update on legislative issues and time for lobbying at the State Capitol.

For more, see Page 2.

COCCETOODITSRGRNOOOFRREOOGRECROESGREDD

GOVERNOR’S MAY BUDGET REVISION CONTINUES TO
SUPPORT CITY PROGRAMS

On Monday, May 14, Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger released his proposed May revision {o the
2007-2008 state budget. The May Revise is positive for cities, with the budget funding a number
of critical programs. For more, see Page 4.

QS0P OPTOCTIEOCOORUGCORRRONIEENTRERG

ASSEMBLY MAJORITY LEADER ADDRESSES THE LEAGUE OF
CALIFORNIA CITIES’ AFRICAN AMERICAN CAUCUS

California State Assembly Majority Leader Karen Bass visited with the League of California Cities’
African American Caucus on May 18, prior to the League’s annual Legislative Action Days event.

Assembly Member Bass met with the caucus to identify how and where local elected and
appointed officials can assist in efforts to resolve problems the African American community faces
statewide. Formore, see Page 6.
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‘egislative Action Days’ Continued from Page 1...

The legislative briefings occurred at the Sheraton Grand
Sacramento. League President Maria Alegira kicked off Legislative
Action Days by welcoming everyone to Sacramento followed by
Executive Director Chris McKenzie’'s update on the organization’s
strategic goals and priorities.

After these introductery remarks, a number of guest speakers from
the Legislature spoke about issues of importance to local
government, including infrastructure, housing and healthy
communities.

Sen. Alex Padilla, the League's president in 2008, discussed SCR
31, an initiative declaring May as "Healthy Communities
Awareness Month.” The senator emphasized the importance of
healthy living in California.

“What good is a sidewalk, or a park, unless someone is heaithy,”
Padilla asked the assembled crowd of city officials.

infrastructure was the hot topic at Legislative Action Days. Sens. Alan Lowenthal and Bob Dutton
spoke on $B 286, a measure allocating funds for local street and road projects from Prop. 1B.

“We're going to get this money out the door,” Lowenthal
said, referring to the bond funding in Prop. 1B. "What
we're pushing for [with SB 286] is at least $1 billion out
right away.”

League President Maria Alegria and Executive Director
Chris McKenzie echoed Sen. Lowenthal, stressing the

importance of upholding the promise made to voters {o
put the bond money to work on projects throughout the
state.

McKenzie reminded city officials in attendance to deliver
that message to legislators during their individual meetings.

“Our message today is to have them keep the promise they made to the voters and reiease the
$1 billion to cities,” he said. "it's what the voters expect.”

Other members of the Legislature who spoke to the League included:

Asm. Anna Caballero, chair, Assembly Local Government Committee
Asm, John Laird, chair, Assembly Budget Commitiee

Sen. Dick Ackerman, Senate Republican Leader

Asm. Roger Niello, vice chair, Assembly Budget Committee
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Honoring Efforts on Prop. 90

The League made a presentation to Sen.
Christine Kehoe and Asm. Dave Jones,
honoring them for their work on Prop. 90. The
“taxpayer trap” eminent domain measure was
defeated last November.

Specifically, the legislators were recognized for
their help in raising awareness of how
detrimental the measure would be for
Californians and their help in fundraising. They
received special resolutions fo commemorate
their efforts.

In the evening, the League hosted its Legislative Reception at the Sheraton. The reception
highlighted what California cities are doing to promote healthy communities through parks,
recreational programs and other means. In addition, Bift Mabie, chief of staff to Sen. Alex Padilla,
made a presentation to acknowledge the 10th anniversary of the Cities, Counties and Schools
{CC3) Partnership to Luan Rivers, chair of the partnership.

Transportation and Environmental I1ssues Highlight Day Two

The second day of Legislative Action Days, May 17, featured three key speakers — Chris Kahn,
deputy chief of staff and legislative secretary from the Governor's Office; Dale Bonner, secretary
of the Business, Transportation and Housing Agency and Kyra Ross, the League's legislative
representative on environmental quality issues.

Kahn spoke to the League’s membership on the Governor's legislative priorities this year, which
include prison reform, redistricting reform, addressing the gang problem in California
communities, health care reform, and delivering an on-time budget. In addition, Kahn stressed
the Governor's desire to allocate bend funds quickly to help improve the state's infrastructure and
fransportation issues.

“The Governor is focused on getting the money out,” Kahn said. "The voters have put faith in us
and we have {o make good on that”

Secretary Bonner foliowed Kahn and spoke exiensively on
ways to alleviate traffic congestion throughout the state. The
new head of the state’s Business, Transportation and
Housing Agency discussed many of his main goals for the
agency, which included the following:

e Finding more money to invest in California’s
infrastructure from the private sector

= Making efficient use of existing resources (the
approved infrastructure bonds)
Consider muiti-modal approaches
Overcoming regional boundaries
Making the rebuilding process of California irreversible

League Legislative Representative Kyra Ross closed out Legisiative Action Days with a
presentation on climate change issues in California. Ross discussed AB 32, which has spurred
the growing emphasis on the topic.
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‘May Revise’ Continued from Page 1...

The following are some issues of importance to local governments:

Transportation

s Proposition 1B Funds. The appropriation of Prop. 1B funds increases from $7.7 billion
to $11.5 billion on a three-year appropriation scheduie. This inciudes $600 miflion for
Local Sireets and Roads in FY2007-08 year (3300 million proposed for FY 08-09 and
$150 miltion proposed for FY 2009-10 for a total of $1.05 billion in a three-year
appropriation schedule), For more information on Planned Prop. 18 implementation, visit
www . ebudaet ca gov, and see page 26 of the Budget Revision.

e« Spillover from Sales Tax on Gasoline. The May Revision increases take-away from the
Public Transportation Account (PTA) by $200 million, for a total of $1.3 biliion. This
amount is proposed to offset General Fund (GF} expendiiures for K-12 home-to-school
transportation, debt service on transportation-retated General Obligation (GO) bonds and
transportation services for regional development centers.

PTA spillover revenues occur when growth in revenues from the sales tax on gasoline
exceed the growth sales tax revenues from other taxable goods. (Understanding the PTA
account can be difficuli. For an explanaticn, visit www . californiacityfinance.com, and
access the "Spillover FAQ."}

Proposition 42: The May Revision contains no changes to the Prop. 42 ailocations reported in
January, which fully funds Prop. 42 as follows:

» $684 mitlion to the Transportation Congestion Relief Program (TCRP)
o $699 miifion to the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP)
e $175 miliion to Public Transportation Account (PTA})

Cities and counties will not receive any local streets and roads maintenance funds from Prop. 42
in FY 2007-08 pursuant to a formula in current law and under a longstanding agreement that
provided cities and counties with local sireets and roads funds in FY 2001-02 and FY| 2002-03.
However, per the existing formula, cities and counties will receive approximately doubte their prior
aflocations beginning in FY 2008-09.

Public Safety

COPS / Juvenile Justice Grants. The Governor's May Revise propeses to continue the critical
Citizens' Option for Public Safety (COPS)/Juvenile Justice Grants Program. The budget funds
this program at $238 million, the same level as 2006-07.

Booking Fees. In accordance with last year's AB 1805, the budget also includes $35 million for
an aiternative to traditional booking fees called "jail access fees.” This is the same level of funding
as last year. For an explanation of AB 1805, visit www californiacityfinance.com and access the
document on “Booking Fees.”

Anti-Gang Efforts. Under the Depariment of Corrections and Rehabilitation, $8.5 mitfion is
proposed in the budget for the Criminal [ntelligence Analysis Unit; $3.3 for Regionai Gang Task
Forces, creating three pilot programs in Los Angeles, the Bay Area and the Intand Empire.

In addition, under the Office of Emergency Services, the May Revision proposes using $4.9
million of federal funds to establish four new federal anti-gang grants as part of gang suppression
efforts; $448,000 to support a State Anti-Gang Coordinator position; and §7 million in General
Funds for Local Anti-Gang Programs. The detaiis of these proposals will be released in the next
few weeks.
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Resources and Environment

Air Quality. The May Revise allocates $111 millien from Prop. 1B to fund air quality
improvements along California's main highways and trade corridors (port electrification and diesel
truck retrofits).

Williamson Act. The $40 million Williamson Act local property tax backfill program fo counties is
eliminated in the May Revise.

Debt Repayment and Local Government Finances

Economic Recovery Bond Repayment. The May Revise inciudes a $1.8 biifion increase in
Economic Recovery Bonds (ERBs) prepayments, for a total of $3.1 billion prepayment in the
2007 budget. Prop. 57, the Economic Recovery Bond Act, authorized the state to issue ERBs and
established the "triple-fiip” mechanism for repayment of those bonds.

Triple-flip uses a quarter-cent of the local sales and use tax for debt service, replacing that money
to cities and counties with additionai propetty tax. The Administration plans io fully repay the
ERBs by August 2009,

Yacht Tax. The "Yacht Tax" loophole, which would result in GF revenue gains of $35 million in
use-tax obligation, is being permanently closed by the May Revise.

Mandate Claims. The budget has no funding for mandate claims for costs incurred by local
governments in FY 2007-08, Payment of these claims would be deferred to FY 2008-08. This is
the same proposal as released in the Governor's January 2007 Budget.

Comumissicn on State Mandates Process. The May Revise proposes changing the current
process by which the Commission on State Mandates determines mandates and the
reimbursement guidelines.

The May revise also includes:

s $654,000 for additional support to the Pubiic Employee Post-Employment Benefits
Commission including contracts with an economist, health care experts, actuaries and
other staff and cperating resources.

o A $950,000 appropriation and the creation of 10 new positions in the Public Utilities
Commission to be used for implementation of the Video Competition Act, AB 2487
{Nunez/levine) from 2008.

General Notes on the May Revise

Overall, the May Revise proposes to increase GF spending in FY 2007-08 by $1.5 billion or 1.5
percent above the level of spending in FY 2006-07. Gov. Schwarzenegger said "we got creative”
when putting together the revised budget, which inciuded several new ideas:

« A proposal to sell EdFund - California's student loan guarantee agency -« which would
account for a net one-time increase in state revenues of $980 million.

A proposal to consider selling a long-term license to operate the State Lottery was also in the
May Revise. The Administration believes a competitively bid lease would provide billions of
dollars in additional fiscal benefits to the state's GF. The Governor cited this as a potential source
of revenue to pay off the Economic Recovery.

For a comprehensive nonpartisan summary of the May Revision, visit the Legislative Analyst's
Office at www.lao ca.gov.
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‘African American Caucus’ Continued from Page 1...

Bass delivered a presentation on “The State of
Black California,” a report commissioned by the
State Legislature to develop a public policy
agenda for the California Legislative Black Caucus
and one that local elected and appointed officials
can support.

The report revealed some sobering statistics on
the lack of quality healthcare that African
Americans receive; the breakdown of the number
of African Americans who are homeownets and
the community’s civic participation.

Haick

The majority leader also outlined specific
legislation that members of the Legislative Black Caucus have introduced in response to some of
the issues that plague the African American community,

One of the caucus’ agenda goals is to take action on at least one issue affecting the African
American community annually. Examples of these actions could include collaborative efforts on
the issues of health and the re-entry into society from the criminat justice system.

The next meeting of the African American Caucus will be in September during the League's
annual conference.

To become a member of the League's African American Caucus, please contact Yvette Harris at
(916) 858-8253. For further information on the caucus and its activities call P. Anthony Thomas at
{916) 658-8279.

Pension Obligation Bond Program Could Save Over $110 Mitlion for Local
Governments

Rising pension costs is an ongoing issue for local governments. The California Communities
Pension Board Program was established to help afleviate the unfounded liability that cities and
counties face. The program is projected to save more than $118¢ million in future pension costs for
California local governments.

The program offers:

«  Streamlined Bend Issuance Process
= Minimal internal staff requirements
= Ateam of experts to handle the details

The Pension Obligation Bond Program has refinanced $410 million in CalPERS unfunded
liabifities for 21 cities and two counties since 2004, The expected cumulative savings from the
Pension Bond Program is over $110 million, or $68 million on a present value basis (discounted
at the true interest cost for individual transactions).

Cities and counties that have issued POBs through California Communities include:

Auburn Downey Novato Port Hueneme
Baldwin Park Kings County Oroville Riverside
Benicia Marina Pacific Grove San Marino
Butte County Merced Palm Springs Seaside
Claremont Mitibrae Paradise Yuba City
Daly City Monterey Park Pinole
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For more information on the program, contact Terrence Murphy at tmurphyv@cacommunities. org
or (925) 933-6229, ext. 223. You can also call toll free at {800) 635-3993, ext. 223. Visit
California Communities online at www.cacommunities.org.

Find a Bill, Legislators, L.eg Commiftee, or Ask League Leg Staff

Visit (and bookmark!) the League's Legisiative Resgurces Web page
(www cacities orgflegresouwrces). You'd find a roster and contact information for the League'’s
legistative staff, the online Bif Search program, background materials on lobbying your

legisiators, and more.




8A
Page 8

M THIS ISBUE: May 25, 2007
Issue #20-2007

Page 4 Prop. 18 Update: Assembly and Senale Budge! Subcommitiees Differ on Funding Aliocation Recommendations
Federat Update: Rep. Albert Wynn Introduces H.R. 2447 - the Energy and Ervironment Block Grant Act of 2007
Page 5: Depariment of Justice Seeks Applications for Byrne Grants
Page 6 Register Now Open for the League's Annual Conference!
3rd Annual Finance Leaders Summit Held in Sacramento
Open and Public IV Now Avsailable
Page 7. Find a Bill, Legisiators, Leg Committee, or Ask League teg Staff

CHANGES TO PROP. 42 FORMULA FUNDING BEING DISCUSSED

Earlier this week, the Assembly Budget Subcommittee #5 discussed and passed out a proposal
to change the Proposition 42 transportation funding formula. Under the proposed formula, the
alfocation wouid change to 35 percent for fransit, 30 percent for cities and counties (divided
avenly) and 35 percent for the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP).

For more, see Page 2.

GSCVRCOOREOAIG PSSP ERIDUORIVOIOSREBED

EMINENT DOMAIN REFORM PACKAGE INTRODUCED
Legisliation Would Ensure Protections for Homeownsrs and Small Businesses

Californians for Eminent Domain Reform, a broad coalition of homeowner groups, small business
representatives and labor, environmental, communily and ethnic organizations, unveiled a
package of eminent domain reforms earfier this week at a press conference in Sacramento.

Authored by Assembly Member Hector De La Torre, D-Southgate, the package has the support
of the League of California Cities board of directors, and includes both a constitutionai
amendment (ACA 8) and a companion statutory measure (AB 887 — soon {0 be amended). The
legisiation s aimed at ensuring homeowners and small businessas are given strong protections
against eminent domain. For more, see Page 2.

SOWBELCDROISECORRDEHIRELOIVBIRCCHRIBE

SB 303 AMENDED, LEAGUE STILL OPPOGED

S8 303 (Ducheny), a bill with major lang use implications for local government, was significantly
amended in the Senate Environmental Quality Committee recently. Aithough the amendments
addressed a number of changes sought by the League of California Cities, several critical issues
remain. As a result, the League remains opposed to the measure. For more, se¢ Fage 3.
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‘Prop. 42° Continued from Page 1...

There are a number of concerns for cities with the proposal. Most notably, the reduction of the
cities’ allocation of Prop. 42 funds from 20 percent to 15 percent. Eighty-three percent of the
stale’s population lives in cities. Significant growth, leads (o wear and tear on streels and roads,
so changing the percentage of funds would be an overwhelming burden on cities’ roadways and
infrastructure.

The new proposal bases the changes on increased “spitover” funds. Supporters argue that the
proposal would capiure these funds and put them into Prop. 42, thus increasing the amount of
funding citfes receive, despits the decrease in percentage. (For a detalled explanation of
“spiflover’ funds see "The 'Spiliover from the Sales Tax on Gascline” on

wwrwy, LaliformiaCliyF ingnce.com.)

A key sticking point, however, is that projections have only been done for three ysars and
spillover funds are subiect fo numerous changes. This would make any alteration of the funding
formula a risky praposition for cities, because there is no guarantee that cities would be allocated
a consistent amount of money.

The League of California Cities testified in opposition of the proposed shift during the meeting.
Asms. Lois Wolk and Laura Richardson also voiced their concerns over changing the existing
formula. While the item passed out of the committee, it did so with a commitment from Assembly
Speaker Fabian Nunez {0 meet with stakeholders about the issue.

Mext Steps

The proposal 1o alter Prop. 42 formuia funding will ikely be heard by the Joint Senate Assembly
Budget Conference Committee next week. The League will continue fo meet with other
transportation stakeholders. Stay tuned to Prioniy Focus for updates on this issue as information
becomes availabie.

‘Eminent Domain’ Continued from Page 1...

A number of speakers from the coalition joined De La Torre at the press conference announcing
the measure. Those delivering remarks included League First Vice President Jim Madaffer; Ken
Wiilis, president, League of California Homeowners; Betly Jo Toccol, president, California Small
Business Association; Frank Moreno, president, State of California Mexican American Chamber
of Commerce; Tom Adams, board chair, California League of Conservation Voters and Robert L.
Balgenorth, president, State Building and Construction Trades Council of California.

Assembly Constitutional Amendmesnt (ACA) 8 would prohibit the use of eminent domain to take
an owner-occupied home to convey to another private party and new restrictions on the taking of
smali business properties for conveyance to private parties.

ACA 8 intended for the 2008 ballot. I placed on the baliot and approved by the voters, the
congtitutional amendment would:

= Prohibit the state or local governments from using eminent domain to acquire an owner-
occupied home (including townhomes and condos) for transfer to ancther private party

& Prohibit government from using eminent domain to acquire a small business to transfer to
ancther private party, except as part of 2 comprehensive plan to eliminate blight and only
after the smail business owner is first given the opportunity to participate in the
revitalization plan

= Require state or local governments that used eminent domain on & home or simall
business property give the original owner a right 1o repurchase the property if the
property isn't used for a public use
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if passed, AB 887 would provide enhanced profections for smail business owners confronted with
eminent domain. The measure includes the following key provisions:

« If a small business does not participate in the revitalization plan it, can choose between
relocating or receiving the value of the business, If the small business relocates, it will
receive fair market value of the real property {if owned by the small business); plus ail
reasonable moving expenses; plus expenses to re-establish the business at a new
location, up to $50,000; plus compensation for the increased cost of rent or mortgage
payments for up to three years

« [fthe small business does not relocate and is bought out, it will receive fair market value
of the real property (if owned by the small business) and 125 percent of the value of the
business if the business could not have been relocated and remain economically viable

Californians for Eminent Domain Reform, the coalition introducing the measure, includes the
following members (list current as of May 21):

League of California Homeowners

Smatl Business Action Committee

California Small Business Association

California Mexican-American Chamber of Commerce
State Building & Construction Trades Council of California
Catifornia League of Conservation Voters

League of California Citles

California State Association of Counties

California Redeveiopment Association

California Business Properties Association

® 8 & @ & € ©® @ & o

For more information on the coalition, visit waww eminentdomainretorm. com.  Further updates on
the eminent domain reform issue will be reported in Priority Focus as information becomes
available.

‘SB 303 Continued from Page 1...

Recent amendments included the elimination of both the super majority vote requirement to
change zoning on a project and the narrowed definition of “heaith and safety.”

The Senate Environmental Quality Commitiee, however, was goncerned that the effect of the bill
woulid be to raise the housing element {0 a higher levei within the general plan than any other
element.

Several environmental organizations had argued for "parity” for the open space elements —
essentially seeking the same cerfainty for nondevetopment of habitat and farmiands that
developers were seeking for the development of areas zoned for housing.

After hearing from a number of organizations on the measure, the Senate Environmental Quality
Committee added new requirements to the open space element that mirrored the requirements
for the housing elemeni. Under the amendmenits, local agencies would have to update their open
space element every five years and submit # to the Department of Resources for a determination
that it was in subsiantial compliance with siate law.

Ducheny Visits with the League’s Board of Directors

Sen. Ducheny spoke to the League's board of directors on SB 303 at the organization’s board
meeting in Sacramento last week. The senator explained that she was concerned about infill
issues and finding a solution to California's housing problems. Several board members described
specific concerns about the housing element process.

in the end, the League believes both sides understood the other just a litile more, and the League
appreciates the effort Sen. Ducheny made to reach out to the League.



5B 303 will next be heard in the Senate Appropriations Committee, on Tuesday, May 28. It's
difficult to predict what will happen with the bill. There is a good chance that it will move to the
suspense file, since the measure has significant cost impacts that have not yet been addressed,
but that outcome is far from certain at this point.

Prap, 18 Update: Assembly and Senate Budget Subcommiftees Diffar on Funding
Alocation Recommendations

The Assembly and Senate Budget Subcommitiees on Transportation met this week to make their
recommendations for the allocation of the $2 billion included in Proposition 1B for cities and
counties (split evenly at $1 billion each). While the League of California Cities is advocating for
the full $1 billion to cities in FY 2007-08, both subcomimittees had very different
recommendations.

The Senate recommendation was fo provide $400 million split evenly between cities and
couitties. This represents just 20 percent of cities’ guaranteed allocation. The Assembly
recommendation was consistent with the Governor's May Budget Revision, which proposed an
atlocation of $600 million, split evenly between cities and counties.

Because the subcommitiees disagree, the issue was referred to the Joint Budget Conference
Committee {comprised of members of both Assembly and Senate subcommitiees), io reconcile
the differences on the allocation question. The Joint Budget Conference Commitiee is tentatively
scheduled to begin deliberations on Friday, June 1.

The League confinues to advocate thaf cities have projects ready to go. Accelerating payments
to cities to fund these projects will meet the goals of both the Governor and legislative leadership.
i also keeps faith with the voters by delivering much needed transporiation improvements o
every community in California.

Any delay in receiving bond funds will result in project delays. Additionally, minimizing
approprigtions levels will fikely lessen the purchasing power of the bonds and i will limit the ability
to construct many mid and large-size projects.

Take Action!

The League is asking cities to contact the Govemnor's office fo request the full $1 billion
appropriation in FY 2007-08. A sample leiter is located at www.cacities org/infrastruciure.

Federal Update: Rep. Albert Wynn Introduces H.R, 2447 - the Energy and
Environment Block Grant Act of 2007

H.R. 2447, the "Energy and Environment Block Grant Act of 2007, was introduced this week by
Representative Albert Wynn, D-Md. This bill supports the efforts of cities, counties and states to
curb greenhouse gas emissions with critical funding to help increase energy efficiency and
reduce energy consumption,

The League has sent in a letter of support to the House and Energy and Commerce Committee
urging co-sponsorship of Wynn, This legislation is based on the U.S. Conference of Mayor's
(USCM) priority recommendation in the USCM 10 Point Pian: Strong Cities, Strong Families for a
Strong America,

H.R, 2447 proposes the foliowing:

» Establishment of an Energy and Environment Block Grant program at the Department of
Energy, patierned after HUD's successful Community Development Block Grant

e Building upon successfui local and state efforts to help U.S. increase energy efficiency
and reduce energy use to curb greenhouse gases

8A
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e« Emphasizing a botiom-up, community-based approach 1o help the nation meet its energy
and climate protection goals

Key Elements:
Secretary of Energy allocales funds direclly to cities, counties and states for:

e One-lime seed money (100 percent faderal funding) to support the development of an
energy efficiency and climate proiection strategy

s  Subsequent annual funding (100 percent federal funding} to support actions and
programs that reduce energy use and lower greenhouse gas emissions, as set forth in
local and state strategies approved by the Secretary

e Cities of 50,000 or more, counties of 200,000 or more, and every state receives annual
formula funding

Allocation of Funds:
s Legisiation authorizes $4 billion in FY 2008, rising to $6 billion in FY 2012

s« Seventy (70) percent of all funds are allocated fo formula recipients (i.e. cities of 50,000
or more and counties of 200,000 or mare in population)

«  Thirty {30} percent of ail funds allocated to the states, but each state must pass through
at least 70 percent of share 1o non-formula eligible jurisdictions

e Formula funds to cities and counties are allocated based on population factors (i.e., 50
percent population, 50 percent daytime population) and to states based on population

H.R. 2447 also includes funding for expanding weatherization programs, adopting new energy
efficient building codes, conducting energy audits, modernizing iraffic ights and lighting,
promoting siternative fusls and conservation, and expanding renewable energy sources,

For more information, contact Legisiative Analyst Genevieve Morelos at gmoreios@oaciies org.

Department of Justice Seeks Applications for Byrne Grants
Funds Couid Help Bolster Public Safety Programs in Cities

The U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs’ Bureau of Justice Assistance is now
seeking applications for funding under the Edward Byrne Memorial Discretionary Grants
Programs. Funds awarded under this program can be used by cities to help improve various
public safety programs, including drug abuse and crime prevention.

Established in 2006, the Edward Byrme Memorial Discretionary Grants Program helps focal
communities improve the capacity of iocat justice systems. 1t also provides for national support
efforts inciuding training and technical assistance programs strategically targeted to address local
needs.

The due date to apply for funding is June 25 at 8 p.m. EST. For more information on the program
and how to register, visil wawsy.oinusdol.oow/BJA. Scroll down to "Available Funding,” and click
on “Edward Byme Memorial Discretionary Oranis Program” to download a brochure,

Questions can alss bs e-mailed to Byrpe Discrationaryfhusda] goy.
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Register Mow Open for the League’s Annual Conferencel
Annual Event Scheduled for September in Sacramento
s s S Registration for the League of California Cities’ 2007 annual conference is

AT A s now open at www.cacities.org/as. The conference will be held in
Sacramento on Sept. 5-8.

Cities

- There is a change in how you register for the conference and hotel rooms

f this year. All atiendees must register for the conference first before a

' @ hotel room can be booked. Hotel rooms in Sacramento are extremeiy

. Shaping limited, so please take a moment now and ensure that you and the other

Califermins  Individuais from your city are registered for the conference and have
Fulupe  hOUSING.

i

A tentative schedule for the annual conference is located at
GBS OTRG,

WA, L

3rd Annual Finance Leaders Summit Held in Sacramenic

Leaders of government and nonprofit organizations concerned with focal agency finance issues
convened in Sacramento on May 17, for the 3rd Annual California Government Finance Leaders
Summit.

Participants discussed a nurnber of shared concerns and proposed activities, including:

= Promoting best practices for recruiting the next generation of local agency finance
professionals

¢ Helping local agencies address the fiscal impact of funding public sector retiree health care
and other non-pension benefits

s Surveying local agency finance professionals to identity pricrities for training, education and
professional development

e Developing a clearinghouse of legisiative tracking resources

Undates on these aclivities will be posted on the Institute for Local Government's Web site,
wiw sa-lg arg, as they occur.

The summit was hosted by the California Society of Municipal Finance Officers, the California
Municipal Treasurers Association and the Institute for Local Government {(ILG). ILGis the
nonprofit research affiliate of the Leagus of California Cilies and the California State Association
of Counties.

For more information, contact Charles Summerell at {916) 658-8259, or summercdica-ilo org.

Open and Public IV Now Available

Open and Public IV: A Guide to the Ralph M. Brown Act has recently been
updated. The publication explains the requiremenis of Califoria’s open
meeting law in a way so that it is readily understood by local government
officials, employees, the public and news media.

The new edition is available for purchase through CityBooks, the League of
California Cities online bookstore at wwpw Gaclies ara/citvbooks, For more
information on how to order Open and Public 1V, contact Ginarose Perinc at
anerinogicaciies. org.
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Find a Bill, Legislators, Leg Commitiee, or Ask League Leg Staff

Visit (and bookmark!) the League's Lagisialive Hesources Web page

(i cacities orgflearesources). You'll find a roster and contact information for the League's
legisiative staff; the online Bilt Search program, background materials on lobbying your
legisiators, and more.




