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City of Redwood City 
CODE ENFORCEMENT 

PARKING ON FRONT AND SIDE YARDS 
 
It is prohibited to park or store any automobile, 
trailer, house trailer, camper, van, truck, pickup 
truck, recreational vehicle, boat, or other vehicle or 
other mobile equipment (whether or not motorized) 
upon the front yard (lawn) or street side yard of a 
corner lot.  All operable vehicles located in the front 
of residences must be parked in legal garages,    
carports, or on the paved driveway or surface.          
(RCC 14.72 O) 
 
RESIDING IN VEHICLES 
 
It is prohibited within the city limits of Redwood City 
for anyone to sleep in, cook in, or use for any other 
living purposes an automobile, trailer, house trailer, 
camper, van, truck, pickup truck, recreational      
vehicle, boat or other vehicle.  (RCC 14.72 N) 
 
RESIDENTIAL VEHICLE REPAIR 
 
The City of Redwood City authorizes citizens to     
perform minor routine maintenance repairs to their 
vehicles within a residential district. 
 
Minor repairs such as changing the oil or the        
replacement of the air filter, spark plugs, brakes, 
tires, shocks, etc… is authorized in public view but 
not upon the public street. 
 
Major vehicle repairs such as, but not limited to,  
replacing the engine/transmission, or major auto 
bodywork is only authorized if such work is being 
conducted inside a legal garage or carport. 
 
While conducting vehicle repairs, it is the property 
owner’s responsibility to ensure that any and all  
fluids, oils, etc… is not illicitly discharged into  
stormwater drain system. 
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PARKING 

It is prohibited to park or leave standing any   
vehicle upon a street or alley in a residential   
district for more than a consecutive period of 72 
hours (3 days).  In the event that a vehicle has 
been previously marked by a member of the   
Police Department, and the vehicle has not 
moved at least two tenths (0.20) of a mile within 
the aforesaid 72 hours, the vehicle may be     
removed from the public street by tow per the 
California Vehicle Code.  (RCC 20.95) 

 

ALL-NIGHT PARKING of CERTAIN VEHICLES 

(Commercial/RV/Trailers) 

It is prohibited to park or leave standing any 
truck, bus, trailer, trailer coach, house car, 
camper or any commercial vehicle of any kind at 
any time on any street in the City for a period of 
time longer than one hour between the hours of      
2 a.m. and 5 a.m. 

It is also prohibited to park or leave standing any     
commercial vehicle having a manufacturer’s gross   
vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds or more at any 
time in a residential district unless it is reasonably   
necessary to unload property or perform a temporary 
service.       (RCC 20.101 A, B)                          
 

Nothing prohibits the parking and storage of             
recreational vehicles upon private property provided 
that the RV is operable and currently registered with 
The Department of Motor Vehicles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CERTAIN PARKING PROHIBITED (For Sale/Repairs, Etc.) 

It is prohibited in Redwood City to park a vehicle upon 
any roadway for the principal purpose of: 

 

 A)  Displaying such vehicle for sale. 

 B)  Washing, greasing or repairing such      
 vehicle, except repairs necessitated by an      
 emergency.  It is permitted to wash a vehicle 
 in a private driveway.  (RCC 20.92 A, B) 
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PARKING ACROSS SIDEWALKS 
 
The parking of any vehicle at any time so as to 
obstruct the sidewalk is prohibited.  Doing so 
inhibits the free movement of pedestrian traffic 
upon the sidewalk.  (CVC 22500 f RCC 14.72 Q) 
 
BLOCKING DRIVEWAYS 
 
The parking of vehicles in front of public or     
private driveways is prohibited in Redwood City.  
However, a property owner may park in front of 
his own driveway if he wishes to do so.           
(CVC 22500 e) 
 
INOPERATIVE VEHICLES 
 
It is prohibited to park or store upon private  
property in Redwood City any inoperative auto-
mobile, trailer, house trailer, camper, van, truck, 
pickup truck, recreational vehicle, boat or other 
vehicle, or parts thereof unused and unattended 
for a period of one hundred twenty  (120)       
consecutive hours (5 days) which is visible from 
any other private property or any public street, 
sidewalk or place.  (RCC 14.72 M) 
 
INOPERATIVE DEFINED 
 
An inoperative vehicle is defined as any vehicle 
that cannot be legally operated, moved or left 
standing upon any California street or highway 
because it is not currently registered or          
functioning.  Vehicles that are not registered, 
even though they have been issued a Certificate 
of Nonoperation from the DMV are still            
considered inoperative in Redwood City and if 
visible are in violation of the ordinance. 


