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On December 5, 2007, the City of Redwood City and the nonprofit “Communities by 
Design” held the third presentation of the 2007-2008 Forum season. The Forum featured 
a presentation by GB Arrington (Principal Practice Leader, PB PlaceMaking, Portland, 
OR) on “Place Making with Transit and Transit-Oriented Development.” Mr. Arrington is 
internationally recognized as a leader in Transit-Oriented Development. Prior to joining 
PB, he charted a new, award-winning direction for Portland, Oregon’s transit agency. 

 

“The fundamentals of 
TOD are about great 
neighborhoods.”  

 

-GB Arrington 

According to Mr. Arrington, successful Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) requires 
more than just the siting of residential or office developments next to a transit stop. Mr. 
Arrington explained that successful TOD projects create a 
place worth staying in by providing physical connectivity, an 
engaging pedestrian experience and minimized automobile-
orientation. Successful TOD developments require the 
removal of a number of existing physical, financial, market, 
regulatory and political barriers. Mr. Arrington explained the 
following key principles for removing these barriers:   

  
 Private investment follows public commitment. 

Public support for TOD projects is critical. Once public support is secured, financial and 
regulatory barriers can be systematically addressed and minimized.  
 

 Balance the automobile. 
Mr. Arrington explained that not all automobile congestion is bad for urban areas, and 
emphasized the need for innovative TOD parking and pedestrian design. 



“Transit should be part 
of the great civic design 
conversation.”  

 

-GB Arrington 
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“sprawl city” into 6 Transit-Oriented Developments. Updated financial tools, design 
guidelines and governance structures are all integral to this process. The project is guided 
by a 37-member steering  committee that provides direction and support for the proje
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further for mixed use 
and higher density.”  
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and should guide their future design. When thought of as a 
bull’s-eye, transit stops in a TOD are at the center and should 
have the highest intensity and mix of uses. The surrounding 
centers and edges often have decreasing activity intensity. 
Research has indicated that office and retail uses should be 
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developments. There is a need to modify these to reflect the
around TODs. Research shows that TODs beha
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“Form follows parking.” 
 

EO - Michael Eisner, Disney C
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