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. Inspired by his love of jazz, the musw n’
expresses a complexity that exceeds the conﬁnes
Adding a silky tenor and’ percussxve guita
truly unique. :
The New Mexico native brings his act to'Rédwood-City’
Summer Cultural Performance Series on Saturday; the show
is part of free programmmg that also mcludes art exhibits, -
dancing and movie screenings. ) )
Midén's creat1v1ty conveys the passmn of past generations.
“I grew up in a different era; modern music is incomprehensible
to my generation,” he says. “We have this gift and we have the.
obligation to provide inspiration to others. We largely do this for
ourselves, but we can still create feelings -
through our music”
Since childhood; Midén has gravitated -
‘to music as a way of expressing his per-
spective of the world. Born prematurely, ,
he was blinded after being in an incubator £2
-withouit sufficient eye protéction. "
Mu51c dlso gave Midén focus dueto lxm—

" rriyself " he says.
< Midén, whose father was Arge
ga’medrhls distinctive style from

= cultures. “When I g0 somewhere I
hear the music that comes from that place,” he says

Upon finishing high school in‘Santa Fe, N.M., Midén Wwas:
drawn to the jazz program at the University of Miami: Aft
graduating, he became a backup singer for artists such
and Enrique Iglesias, Shakira and Ricky Martin.

with Joni Mit heﬁ, Herbie Hancock and Peter Gabriel. ‘

Although it might not have huge commercial appeal, the
combination of ska; reggae and bossa nova on “Synthesis”.
reveals a tone and feeling different from Midén’s earlier work.
It’s also a departure in that it is not entn'ely hopeful but con-
veys loss betrayal and fear :
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