
Post
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Diller-Chamberlain Store
Built in 1859
This building is San Mateo County’s 
oldest commercial building and �rst 
brick structure-
Location of a Wells Fargo Express o�ce 
from 1875-1911

Sequoia
Hotel

American Hotel/
American House
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Lathrop
House

Sequoia
High School
Built in 1904
Currently a major 
retail and cinema 
complex

Redwood City
Grammar School
Built in 1895
Currently the Fox Theater,
formerly the Sequoia Theater

[FORMER SITE]

San Mateo County
Courthouse
Built in 1910
Fourth courthouse built 
on this property- 
Currently the
San Mateo County
History Museum

Redwood City
Fire Station No. 1
Built in 1921
Remodeled & expanded to house 
the Main Library in 1989

Caltrain
Station

City Hall

California Square
One of the properties donated to the 
city for public use by Simon Mezes-
Currently the San Mateo County 
Government Center

The Alhambra Theater (pictured left) 
was built in 1895, and operated as the 
�nest theater on the Peninsula. It also 
included the Alhambra bar and 
restaurant.
The Masonic Order purchased the 
building in 1921, remodeling both 
the Alhambra and the adjacent Odd 
Fellows Hall (built 1882) with a 
common facade of Italianate Style.

Alhambra Theater/
Masonic Temple
Odd Fellows Hall

California
Square

Built in 1853
Redwood City’s �rst hotel 

Bank of San Mateo
County Building

Built in 1900
Su�ered major damage 

from the 1906 earthquake

Over 150 years of Redwood City history
Start the Walking Tour anywhere! 

Path of History

(NOW UNDERGROUND)
Original Redwood Creek

Path of History Tour Site
INCLUDES A COMMEMORATIVE PLAQUE

SPONSORS:
Wells Fargo Bank
Redwood City Civic Cultural Commission
Peter and Paula Uccelli Foundation
Redwood City Library Archives CommitteeDowntown Redwood City, 1925

Incorporated 1868                                

HISTORIC RESOURCES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
PLANNING, HOUSING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPT.

The Path of History

Simon Mezes, 1822-1884 
FOUNDER OF REDWOOD CITY

For his legal services in securing title to the 
35,000 acre Rancho de las Pulgas for the 
Arguello family, he was awarded over 5,000 
acres in 1853. This land included all of 
Downtown Redwood City.
Originally called the settlement Mezesville, 
but the name wasn’t well received.
Donated land for public use, including the 
Courthouse site and California Square.

Built in 1912
Former site of the 

Eureka Brewery

A

F G

B

I

D
J

H

L

E

K

Built in 1863

Courthouse
Square
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Path of History
Kiosk

Path of History Sculpture/Plaques
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Late 1800s
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Redwood Creek
Turning Basin
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