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introduction
purpose
The 2004 Parks, Recreation and
Community Services Department
(PRCS Department) Strategic Plan identified the need to access future needs
for parks, facilities, programs and services in partnership with the community.
To accomplish this goal, the Department
contracted with MIG for a Community
Needs Assessment Study in August of

•	Provide practical and strategic direction for prioritizing Department
efforts to meet community needs.
PRO C ESS
For purposes of this study, the City and
Consultant team organized Redwood
City into seven geographic Planning
Areas to allow for a detailed spatial analysis of existing parklands and facilities.

2007, identifying four main objectives of
the project as follows:
•	Assess Redwood City’s current and
anticipated need for parks and recreation facilities, including underserved
areas;
•	Evaluate current trends in park and
recreation planning and programming
as it relates to potential expectations
and directions for Redwood City;
•	Review Department standards in
comparison to similar cities to determine whether Redwood City provides
the desired level of services and
programs as compared to communities (“benchmarks”) located within
the region; and

parks and facilities needs assessment
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introduction

Planning Area

Neighborhoood Associations

Redwood Shores

Redwood Shores

Downtown

Centennial and Stambaugh-Heller

North Redwood City

Oak Knoll-Edgewood Park

Middle Redwood City

Roosevelt, Palm Park and Woodside Plaza

South Redwood City

Redwood Oaks

Southeast Redwood City

Friendly Acres, Redwood Village and Fair
Oaks

East of Highway 101

Friendly Acres

In developing these areas, the team
considered notable landmarks and
unique neighborhood characteristics, census tract boundaries as well
as road and traffic patterns. Above
is a list of the resulting Planning
Areas and their corresponding
neighborhood associations.
The planning process was divided
into four steps.
• Existing Conditions. This effort
focused on collecting baseline
information about the current
condition of the Redwood City
recreation and parks system;
population and economic data;
family composition and cultural
diversity as well as existing
resource allocations. The existing
conditions serve as a baseline
for future parks and recreation
planning efforts.
• Emerging Trends. Studies and
documents prepared by the
California State Parks Planning
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Division, the National Recreation
and Parks Association, the
California Parks and Recreation
Society, and prominent leisure studies researchers were
reviewed for current and emerging planning and programming
trends in the park and recreation field. These trends were
analyzed to better understand
potential customer expectations and implications for future
service delivery.
• Benchmarks. Data from six communities with similar characteristics, issues and trends (Menlo
Park, Palo Alto, San Mateo, Daly
City, San Leandro and Sunnyvale)
were compiled to help the
Department assess how they
compare to these communities.
The Nexus Study for the Park
Development Fee and employee
salary comparisons were based
on data from these same cities.
• Needs Assessment. The
Department identified an out-
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reach process for community
input as a key component of the
study. A web-based community
questionnaire, community intercept surveys, focus groups, interviews, and work sessions with
staff and commissioners were
employed to understand the
recreation and park needs from
the community’s perspective.
RE LATION SHIP T O O T HER
PLANNING AC T I V I T IES
As this report was developed, the
City initiated a process to begin a
new General Plan. Our intent is to
have the recommendations outlined in this Community Needs

Assessment incorporated, where
appropriate, into the new General
Plan. This study and the recommendations contained in the new
General Plan will feed into the
development of a new Department
Strategic plan to begin in January
of 2009. The PRCS Strategic Plan
will provide more details on implementing the recommendations. The
Needs Assessment also supports
the recently completed Park Impact
Fee Study, by outlining the priority for park locations as well as the
amenities and features important to
residents.
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existing conditions
C OMMUN I T Y PROF I L E

Highways 101 and 280, and extends

Redwood City is located 25 miles

from the San Francisco Bay shore-

south of San Francisco and about 25

line to the foothills of the Santa Cruz

miles north of San Jose. Redwood

Mountains. Neighboring communi-

City’s early development was largely

ties include Woodside to the west; San

a result of the lumber industry; down-

Carlos, Belmont and Foster City to the

town Redwood City was once a central

north; and Menlo Park and Atherton to

location on the Peninsula for shipping

the south.

lumber to San Francisco. Because of its
large business base, Redwood City was
selected as the County Seat when San
Mateo County was established in 1856.
Redwood City was officially incorporated in 1867, making it the first incor-

Redwood City’s proximity to the San
Francisco Bay provided crucial ingredients for the City’s early industrial and
logging base. Today, the bayside is valued as a community amenity for its aes-

porated city in San Mateo County. The
City is approximately 19 square miles in
land area with a mean elevation of 15
feet above sea level. The community
combines residential, industrial, and
commercial uses, including those resulting from its Silicon Valley location such
as Oracle and Electronic Arts. Redwood
City’s Downtown is in the midst of a
resurgence with the development of a
cinema complex and an increasing number of restaurants, retail businesses, and
commercial opportunities.
The City is easily accessible from

thetic, environmental, and recreational
resources, along with its role in economic
development. The Port of Redwood
City, encompassing a one-mile stretch
along the waterfront, is the only deep-

parks and facilities needs assessment
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water inland port in the south San

K E Y DE M OG R A PH I CS

Francisco Bay. While known largely

Redwood City, like other cities in

as the major recycling center in the

the Bay Area, is undergoing demo-

Bay Area, the Port provides valuable

graphic changes that will impact

open space for the community and

demands on the Department.

about one-half of its waterfront is

The City’s population is becom-

dedicated to public access.

ing increasingly more diverse, and

Redwood City’s bayside location
requires the City to work in partnership with a number of local, State,
and Federal entities and organizations concerned with water quality
and other environmental issues.
Redwood City’s location also allows

Population
Based on the 2000 U.S. Census,
Redwood City’s population is
75,402.
Age

Preserve as well as Edgewood,

According to the 2000 U.S. Census,

Mateo County Parks.
The unincorporated communities of
North Fair Oaks and Emerald Lake
Hills are part of Redwood City’s
sphere of influence. North Fair
Oaks lies in the southeastern corner of Redwood City, and Emerald
Hills sits in the hills on the western fringes of town. Residents of
these neighborhoods benefit from

the median age of residents was
34.8 years old, 5.4% younger than
the median age of residents in San
Mateo County (36.8 years old). Table
2-1 provides the breakdown in the
age of residents in Redwood City.
Race, Ethnicity and Language
Based on the 2000 U.S. Census,
race and ethnicity of Redwood City
residents is approximate, and is

the close proximity of Redwood

characterized in Table 2-2.

City parks and facilities and rely on

In 2000, 61% of Redwood City resi-

the City as a recreation program
provider. Redwood City recognizes
that these families attend schools
and participate in community activities within the City.

|

slowly, but steadily.

access to the nearby Don Edwards
Huddart, and Wunderlich San

10

the overall population has grown

dents five years of age and older
were English-only speakers. Of the
remaining 39% who speak a language other than English, more
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than half said they speak English
less than “very well.” The largest
numbers of people who said they

Table 2-1 Age of Residents in Redwood City (2000 U.S. Census)
CATEGORY

% OF POPULATION

AGE COHORT
(years old)

% OF POPULATION

0-5

7.5%

5-9

6.7%

10-14

5.7%

languages (1,591) and other Indo

15-19

5.4%

European languages (1,143).

20-24

6.3%

25-34

18.9%

35-44

18.5%

45-54

13.2%

55-59

4.4%

60-64

3.2%

65-74

4.7%

75-84

4.0%

85 years and
over

1.5%

speak English less than “very well”
are Spanish speaking (11,130), followed by Asian and Pacific Islander

The City and the Department
have responded to the needs of

Youth

25.3%

61.3%

Adult

the Spanish-speaking population
through recruitment, hiring and
compensation processes with a
goal of having a work force that

13.4%

Older Adult

reflects the ethnic and language
diversity of the community.
TOTAL

Households
Redwood City had 28,060 total
households and 17,902 family
households in 2000, according
to U.S. Census 2000 data. While
a household is simply a housing
unit that includes all of the people
who occupy it, a family household
includes one or more people living in the same household who are
related by birth, marriage, or adoption. Redwood City family households with children comprised

100%

100%

Table 2-2 Race and Ethnicity of Redwood City Residents
(2000 U.S. Census)
RACE AND ETHNICITY

% OF POPULATION

White

49.5%

Hispanic or Latino

31.2%

Asian

6.4%

Black or African American

1.8%

American Indian and Alaska Native

0.4%

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander

0.6%
10.1%

Some other race
TOTAL

100%

approximately 31% of households
in 2000; in San Mateo County, families with children comprised 31% of
households in 2000. Of the families

parks and facilities needs assessment
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couple households and 17% were

E X IS T I N G DEPA RT M ENT
RESOUR C ES

female, single-parent households in

Structure

2000. The remaining 7% of families

The Department has two main divisions:

with children did not indicate their

Parks and Facilities, and Recreation

marital status.

and Community Services. For the

with children, 76% were married-

2008-09 fiscal year, the City Council

Income and Education

allocated a total of $17,340,042 in

According to the U.S. Census

resources and approved a full time

2000, median household income

equivalent employee count of 116.20

for Redwood City residents was

for the Department. These resources

$66,748—5.8% below the County
average of $70,819. Approximately
85% of Redwood City residents

are distributed among the various work
groups as described in Table 2-3 below.

over 25 years of age had a high

The Department produces rev-

school degree, and about 39% had

enue for the General Fund from

a bachelor’s degree or higher. These

fees, rentals and grants. In 2007-

figures are approximately the same

2008, these revenues totaled

for San Mateo County as a whole.

$3,708,408.90 or 23% of the
$16,269,906 total department

Table 2-3 Department Resources (2008-09 FY)
WORK GROUP

RESOURCES
ALLOCATED

% OF
TOTAL BUDGET

EMPLOYEE FULL TIME
EQUIVALENT

$1,054,175

6%

5.80

Building Maintenance Services

1,515,593

9%

8.08

Custodial Services

1,604,925

9%

15.62

Landscape Services

5,036,231

29%

30.00

$8,156,749

47%

53.70

Administration

Parks & Facilities Division
Community Services

1,507,283

9%

14.20

Human Services

1,390,536

8%

7.92

Special Interest

1,403,967

8%

5.67

Sports and Aquatics

1,676,737

10%

9.15

Youth and Teen Services

2,150,595

12%

19.82

$8,129,118

47%

56.76

$17,340,042

100%

116.26

Recreation & Community Services Division
TOTAL DEPARTMENT

12
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budget for that year.
EXI S TING PRO GR A MS A N D
SERVIC ES
Redwood City is a leader in entertainment programming, progressive
class offerings, cutting-edge marketing, after-school programs, adult
sport participation, human service
support, and community partnerships. It also has a nationally accredited senior center. All programs and
services respond to the Department
Strategic Plan community outcomes.
The outcomes and sample activities
are included below:
Community Outcomes
• Providing recreational experiences. The Department offers
over 350 classes each quarter to
enhance life experiences for all
ages.
• Fostering human development.
The Department provides the
Accessible Recreation Activities
Program (ARAP), to enable those
with disabilities to participate in
recreation activities that foster
self-esteem, and even enhance
job skills.
• Promoting health and wellness. The Department provides
exercise, fitness, and sports
programs for every age group.
Programs at the City’s two senior
centers offer social interactions

that can prevent premature
institutionalization.
• Increasing cultural unity. The
Department builds community
pride and cultural understanding
through special events, cultural
arts programming, after-school
activities, and the hiring of a
multi-cultural workforce.
• Facilitating community problem solving. The Department
provides free transportation for
seniors and disabled residents;
after-school programs for nearly
1,000 children each day; field
allocations to 25 youth sports
groups; information, housing
and food assistance to eliminate chronic homelessness; and
facility space for over 200 local
partners.

parks and facilities needs assessment
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• Protecting environmental
resources. The Department
employs environmentally conscious practices in its use of
water, pesticides, energy and
building techniques, and has
developed gardens as part of its
after-school programs and at the
Senior Center.
• Strengthening safety and
security. The Department offers
after-school programs at 10
schools, provides 1,500 safe
swim lessons each summer, and
has placed 23 AED units in public facilities in case of a cardiac
emergency.
• Strengthening community
image and sense of place.
During the summer of 2008,
thousands of people have
attended 114 events produced

14
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in Downtown Redwood City.
• Supporting economic development. Adult and youth sport
tournaments attract thousands
of players and their families to
experience Redwood City and
patronize local businesses in the
City.
E X IS T I N G PAR K S , SPORTS
F I E L DS A N D FA C I L I TIES
Redwood City has active community parkland totaling 225.42
acres in 50 parks. Active parkland is defined as: land owned by
either the City of Redwood City
or another public agency, located
within the limits of Redwood City
and having active recreational
value. The City owns and maintains
37 parks totaling 182.40 acres. The
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remaining 13 parks are “school

incredible views and vistas and help

parks” that total 43.02 acres and

encourage healthy activities such as

include sports fields and play

walking, jogging, and bicycling but

areas. School parks’ sports fields

they are generally not suitable for

host organized sports and recre-

organized sports activities or pro-

ational activities year round in the

grammed recreation activities.

afternoons, early evenings, weekends, and all day during the summer. However, these school parks
are not permanently dedicated to
public recreation use, and current
public access is ensured through
relatively informal agreements.

The current park type classifications in Redwood City compliment
the various neighborhoods and
Planning Areas within the community. Redwood City park types are
described in Table 2-4 and individual
parks are listed in Table 2-5. Park

From the 0.08-acre Little River

definitions enable the Department

Park to the 42-acre Stulsaft Park,

to clearly identify active recreation

residents enjoy a wide selection of

and apply standards consistently

parkland areas for many types of

across the system.

activities. Developing active parklands within a ½ mile path of travel
for all residents is an accepted stan-

Table 2-4 Park Type Description

dard, however, this has been dif-

PARK TYPE

PARK DESCRIPTION

ficult to achieve consistently based

Mini Park

Small, single-purpose, improved area generally
equipped for use by small children (usually less
than one acre).

Neighborhood Park

Combined playground and park area generally for non-organized activities (may include a
restroom).

Community Park

Designed for organized activity with users traveling from some distance (includes parking, sports
fields and restrooms).

Special Use Park

Specialized use recreational areas that do not
fit another category, such as dog parks, skate
parks.

School Park

School-owned. Calculated areas are for active
sport and recreational use areas only.

Open Space

Undeveloped, publicly-owned areas used for
passive outdoor recreation.

on development patterns and available land.
Redwood City also enjoys 701.59
acres of open space throughout the
community. For purposes of this
report, we have defined open space
as land owned by either the City
of Redwood City or another public agency, located within the City
limits that has recreational value but
primarily serves to preserve natural resources. These lands provide

parks and facilities needs assessment
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Table 2-5 Parks by Type
COMMUNITY PARKS

ACRES

SCHOOL PARKS

ACRES

1.16

Hoover Park

10.48

Adelante E.S.

1.53

Dove Beeger Park

0.73

Marlin Park

10.94

Hawes E.S.

0.70

Jardin de Ninos Park

0.32

Red Morton Park

30.89

Henry Ford E.S.

2.75

John S. Roselli Memorial

0.64

Stulsaft Park

42.37

John Gill E.S.

1.47

94.68

Kennedy M.S.

5.23

Linden Park

0.41

McKinley M.S.

3.91

Little River Park

0.08

Orion E.S.

0.59

Main Street Park

0.14

Palm Park

0.95

Portside Park

0.83

Sandpiper Point Park

0.78

Starboard Park

0.62

Wellesley Crescent
Westwood Park

MINI PARKS

ACRES

Davit Lane

TOTAL
neighborhood PARKS

Andrew Spinas Park

TOTAL
SPECIAL USE PARKS

ACRES

City Center Plaza

0.15

Redwood H.S.

0.49

Courthouse Square

0.65

Roosevelt E.S.

2.35

Cringle Park

1.19

Roy Cloud E.S.

2.58

Easter Bowl

8.86

Sandpiper E.S.

0.86

2.35

Sequoia H.S.

1.42

Fair Oaks Community
Center

0.40

Hawes Park

2.68

8.48

Lido Assessment District

TOTAL

ACRES

1.07

1.77

Union Cemetery

5.74
52.50

OPEN SPACE

ACRES

Bair Island

315.81

Edgewood Park

241.24

Hetch-Hetchy 1

9.31
13.22

2.55

Fleishman Park

0.64

Hetch-Hetchy 2

Garrett Park

6.32

Maddux Park

0.89

Redwood Shores
Lagoon

Mariner Park

4.01

Mezes Park

1.39

Sandpiper Park

2.08

Shannon Park

1.77

Shorebird Park

3.68

Stafford Park

1.64

16
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43.02

29.81

Dolphin Park

TOTAL

2.99

Taft E.S.

Shores Dog Park
TOTAL

17.57

26.74

r e d w o o d c i t y pa r k s , r e c r e at i o n a n d c o m m u n i t y s e r v i c e s d e pa r t m e n t

122.01
TOTAL

701.59

existing conditions

Of the total sports fields
scheduled by Department
staff, 43% are City-owned
fields and 57% are local
school district-owned fields.

Sports Fields

ule the use of the fields at Sequoia

The City of Redwood City has nine

High School. The City also sched-

sports fields that it can schedule for organized sports play:
Bechet-Griffin, Hawes, Hoover (2
fields), Kiwanis, Marlin, McGarvey,
Mitchell, and Sandpiper. The
Department’s staff also schedules organized play on twelve
Redwood City local school district
fields within City limits including:
Adelante (2), Henry Ford, John
Gill, Kennedy (2), McKinley, Orion,

ules use at Fair Oaks and Garfield
School fields, which are outside of
the City limits.
Facilities
Redwood City has five community centers that provide space for
department programs, non-profit
organization activities and meetings, private rentals and large community events. The following table

Roosevelt, Roy Cloud, Selby Lane

provides a list of these facilities:

and Taft. Of the total sports fields

Table 2-6 Department Facility Inventory

scheduled by Department staff,

DEPARTMENT FACILITY

ADDRESS

43% are City-owned fields and

Community Activities Building

1400 Roosevelt Avenue

57% are local school district-owned

Fair Oaks Community Center

2600 Middlefield Road

fields. The Department helps facili-

Red Morton Community Center

1120 Roosevelt Avenue

tate organized use of high school

Sandpiper Community Center

797 Redwood Shores Parkway

district fields, but does not sched-

Veterans Memorial Senior Center

1455 Madison Avenue

parks and facilities needs assessment
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EX I S T I N G CO N D I T IO NS
B Y P L A N N I N G AREAS

housing opportunities, streetscape

Geographic Information Systems

route improvements. Three

(GIS) technology was used to calculate total park acreage and number
of parks by type for each Planning
Area. This data is shown in Tables
2-8 and 2-9. Population figures
used in Table 2-9 are based on U.S.
2000 census tract data.

improvements, and designated
Planning Areas (3—North Redwood
City, 5—South Redwood City
and 6—Southeast Redwood City)
include neighborhoods outside the
Redwood City limits. By including
these areas in the planning process,
the Department demonstrates its
commitment to providing services

The Downtown Planning Area is

to all residents within the City’s ser-

subject to policies set out in the

vice area. However, for purposes of

recently developed Downtown

establishing parkland standard, as a

Precise Plan. The Plan outlines
guiding principles and future City
actions to achieve the future vision
for the Downtown including new

ratio of parkland per 1,000 of population, the populations in these
neighborhoods are not included in
the calculation.

Table 2-7 Planning Areas
PLANNING AREA

INCLUDES NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATIONS

BOUNDARIES BY STREET

1. Redwood Shores

Redwood Shores

Boundaries include natural barriers, such
as the National Wildlife Refuge, the
Slough, and the City limit line

2. Downtown

Centennial and Stambaugh, Heller

Highway 101, San Carlos City limit line,
El Camino Real, Woodside Road

3. North Redwood City

Oak Knoll-Edgewood Park

El Camino Real, San Carlos City limit
lines, Jefferson Avenue

4. Middle Redwood City

Roosevelt, Palm Park, Woodside Plaza El Camino Real, Jefferson Avenue, Town
of Woodside limit line, Woodside Road

5. South Redwood City

Redwood Oaks

El Camino Real, Woodside Road, Alameda de las Pulgas, City limit line

6. Southeast Redwood City Friendly Acres, Redwood Village, Fair
Oaks

Highway 101, Woodside Road, El Camino Real, City limit line

7. East of Highway 101

All areas East of Highway 101 (except
Redwood Shores) in Redwood City

20
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Table 2-8 Number of Parks by Planning Area
PARK TYPE

TOTAL
REDWOOD
CITY

REDWOOD
SHORES

DOWNTOWN

NORTH
REDWOOD
CITY

MIDDLE
REDWOOD
CITY

SOUTH
REDWOOD
CITY

SOUTHEAST
REDWOOD
CITY

EAST
OF 101

Mini Park

13

4

4

2

2

1

0

0

Neighborhood
Park

11

5

1

2

1

1

1

0

Community
Park

4

1

0

0

2

0

1

0

Special Use
Park

9

3

2

1

2

0

1

0

Number of
City-owned
Parks Subtotal

37

13

7

5

7

2

3

0

School Park

13

1

2

3

6

0

1

0

50

14

9

8

13

2

4

0

Number of
Parks TOTAL

Table 2-9 Park Acres by Planning Area
TYPE

TOTAL
REDWOOD
CITY

REDWOOD
SHORES

DOWNTOWN NORTH
REDWOOD
CITY

MIDDLE
REDWOOD
CITY

SOUTH
REDWOOD
CITY

SOUTHEAST
REDWOOD
CITY

EAST
OF 101

8.48

3.39

1.18

2.15

1.35

.41

0.0

0.0

Neighborhood
Park

26.74

14.09

1.39

7.96

0.89

0.64

1.77

0.0

Community
Park

94.68

10.94

0.0

0.0

73.26

0.0

10.48

0.0

Special Use
Park

52.50

32.07

0.80

8.86

8.42

0.0

2.35

0.0

182.40

60.49

3.37

18.97

83.92

1.05

14.60

0.0

43.02

0.86

1.08

22.95

15.14

0.0

2.99

0.0

225.42

61.35

4.45

41.92

99.06

1.05

17.59

0.0

Mini Park

Park Size
Subtotal
(not including
School Parks)
School Park
Park Size
TOTAL
Open Space
Areas

701.59

parks and facilities needs assessment
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L EV EL O F SERV I C E B Y
P L A N N I N G AREA

As shown below, four of the seven

As a whole, the City is slightly

acres of active parkland per 1,000

under its 3.0 acres of active park-

of population standard (first grey

land per 1,000 of population stan-

shaded column) as follows:

Planning Areas fall below the 3.0

dard (2.99 acres of active parkland,
including school parks, per 1,000 of

2—Downtown

population), when examined on the

5—South Redwood City

level of Planning Areas, service var-

6—Southeast Redwood City

ies widely from 0.00 to 5.73 acres
of active parkland per 1,000 of
population among the seven areas.

7—East of 101

Table 2-10 Level of Service Analysis by Planning Area
CITY-OWNED ACTIVE PARKLAND ONLY
PLANNING AREA

POPULAACRES
TION
NEEDED
(City limits) FOR
3.0 ACRES/
1,000 OF
POPULATION

CITYOWNED
ACRES OF
ACTIVE
PARKLAND

WITH SCHOOL PARKS INCLUDED
ACRES/1,000
BASED
ON CITYOWNED
ACRES
(active parks)

1. Redwood
Shores

10,700

32.10

60.49

5.65

2. Downtown

9,842

29.53

3.37

0.34

3. North
Redwood City

12,100

36.30

18.97

1.57

4. Middle
Redwood City

26,500

79.50

83.92

3.17

5. South
Redwood City

5,960

17.88

1.05

0.18

6. Southeast
Redwood City

8,400

25.20

14.60

7. East of 101

1,900

5.70

75,402

226.21

TOTAL

ACRES
NEEDED
TO MEET
STANDARD
CITYOWNED
ONLY

TOTAL
ACTIVE
PARKLAND +
SCHOOL
PARKS

ACRES/
1,000
BASED
ON WITH
SCHOOL
PARKS

ACRES
TO MEET
STANDARD
WITH
SCHOOLS
PARKS

61.35

5.73

26.16

4.45

0.45

17.33

41.92

3.46

99.06

3.73

16.83

1.05

0.18

16.83

1.74

10.60

17.59

2.09

7.61

0.00

0.00

5.70

0.00

0.00

5.70

182.40

2.42*

76.62

225.42

2.99*

55.22

25.08

*Represents the Citywide acres/1,000 residents ratio
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existing conditionsa

Role of School Acreage in
Meeting Parkland Standard

(3.17 acres), Fair Oaks School Field

School acreage (which includes

acres) and St. Anthony’s Church

only the portion of the school

Field (1.51 acres). This translates

site that allows for active recre-

to a level of service of 0.42 acres

ation) represents 19% of the City’s

of active parkland per 1,000 of

active parkland, or 43.02 acres.

population.

School parks provide almost

Emerald Lake Hills residents have

20% of Redwood City’s

Table 2-10 shows that the active
community parkland ratio to residents goes down to 2.42 acres per
1,000 residents when school parks
are not included. In addition, the
North Redwood City Planning Area
(Planning Area 3) falls from 3.46
acres to 1.57 acres of active parkland per 1,000 of population without the inclusion of school parks.
Adjacent Unincorporated Areas
There are two unincorporated areas
adjacent to Redwood City boundaries with a total population of

(1.65 acres), Friendship Park (0.16

access to a total of 0.86 acres of
active parkland at Clifford School.

active parkland.

Both the Emerald Hills Lodge
and Golf Course, owned by the
Elks Club, and the Emerald Lake
Country Club are located in this
unincorporated area. They are not
included as active community parkland because they are not owned
and maintained by a public entity.
Emerald Lake Hills provides a level
of service of 0.22 acres of active
parkland per 1,000 of population.

19,339; North Fair Oaks has 15,440

The total active parkland for the

residents and Emerald Hills has

City and adjacent unincorporated

3,899 residents. The total popula-

areas is 232.77 acres or 2.45 acres

tion of Redwood City and these

of active parkland per 1,000 of

unincorporated areas is 94,741. To

population.

calculate a level of service (LOS)
estimate for Redwood City and
these sphere of influence areas,
we also reviewed what additional
active parkland they add to the mix.
The North Fair Oaks residents have
access to a total 6.49 acres of active
parkland at Garfield School Field
parks and facilities needs assessment
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emerging trends
This chapter presents seven
trends that affect California parks and
recreation planning and programming,
as well as implications such trends may
have for the Department’s ability to
deliver quality services. These trends are
based on a review of materials prepared
by the California Department of Parks
and Recreation, the California Parks and
Recreation Society, the National Parks
and Recreation Association, and related
leisure research.
The trends address:
•	Demographics
•	Technology
•	Programs and Activities

graphic shifts in California dramatically
affect a park and recreation department’s ability to provide quality programs, services and facilities. According
to U.S. Census data for California, in
1990, residents over 75 years old comprised 3.9% of the population, and in
2000, this age cohort comprised 5.1%

•	Time Patterns

of the population. Statewide popula-

• Health and Wellness

tion trends also show a growing number

•	Environmental Awareness and
Stewardship

of households with children under 18

•	Social Changes in the Parks and
Recreation Profession

Census data.

D EMOG RA PH I CS

Governments (ABAG) and the California

Observations
The population growth and demo-

years old, based on U.S. 1990 and 2000

The Association of Bay Area
Department of Finance project Redwood
City’s population will increase by 2020.
To further refine these projections, the

parks and facilities needs assessment
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City conducted a study as part of its

may be unfamiliar with different

park impact fee analysis to develop

activities offered or the registration

a more precise population growth

process, and may not understand

calculation through 2020. This study

what opportunities their children

considered potential in-fill devel-

and family members may be miss-

opment, new development, and

ing. Participants may also prefer to

household size based upon devel-

recreate as a family to increase their

opment projections through 2020.

overall comfort level with an activ-

The study calculated that popula-

ity or facility, making it important to

tion in Redwood City will increase

provide multi-generational options.

by 7,845 residents, resulting in a

These family-oriented events and

total population of 83,247 by 2020.

activities could be a point of entry

According to Census 2000, approx-

The character of the
population in California is
changing. Californians are

imately 31% of the Redwood City
population identifies themselves
as Hispanic and approximately
6% identify themselves as Asian.
The Department will need to pay

growing older and the
number of youth is
increasing.

increasing attention to program
preferences for these culturally
diverse groups as some participants will choose not to participate
in activities that are stereo-typed as
Caucasian and will want to choose
activities more aligned with their
cultural norms.
As the Department develops programs that are responsive to the
needs and interests of its ethnically
diverse residents, it will also need
to continue to address potential barriers to participation. For
example, some immigrant families
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for introducing adults and their children to age-specific programs and
opportunities.
Implications
The implications for the
Department of these demographic
changes are:
•	Some existing facilities and amenities may reflect the lifestyles of
previous generations and be less
popular with current residents;
• Citywide, an additional 25.53
acres of active parkland will be
required to maintain a level of
service of 3.0 acres of active
parkland per 1,000 of population
with the estimated growth in
population of 7,845 residents by
2020;
• Increasing demands for programs and services from an
increasingly large customer
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base will likely create funding
challenges;
•	A growing number of older
adult patrons will be looking for
age-appropriate programs and
activities. Activities will need to
serve the older senior, who is less
active and may have declining
health, as well as the active older
adult, who is retired, in good
health and does not identify as a
traditional “senior;”
•	A growing number of families
will look for activities that accommodate multiple generations,
including after school and enrichment programs;

TEC H N O L OG Y

Each generation has

Observations
The exploding pace of technological advancement continues with
each decade, and each new discovery or “gadget” affects how people

become more proficient and
dependent on technology
than earlier generations.

work and play. Each generation
has become more proficient and
dependent on technology than earlier generations.
Redwood City is home to technology giants Oracle and Electronic
Arts, and many other technologybased companies. They help define
Redwood City as having a tech-savvy

•	A growing demand for organized
team sports will need to be balanced with the needs of the user
who is not interested or able to
participate in league play;

population that has readily incorpo-

•	The ethnic and language diversity of the community will need
to be reflected in multilingual
and multicultural staff that who
will develop culturally appropriate and relevant programs and
services;

tage when it comes to registering

•	There will be a need to familiarize culturally diverse families with
processes to access programs
and services;

services, but with potentially less

•	A variety of outreach methods
will be necessary to reach the
entire community.

access to the internet.

rated technology into its business
and personal activities.
Technology users have an advanfor programs and services, especially the most popular activities,
since they have access 24 hours, 7
days a week. Non-technology users
will be competing for these same
access. A neighborhood phone survey conducted in October of 2003
indicated 75.1% of residents had

Implications
In response to technology trends,

parks and facilities needs assessment
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PRO G R A MS A N D
A C T I V I T IES
Observations
Given the State’s climate, geography, and extensive coastal edge,
Californians have extensive options
for outdoor recreation. The most
popular and preferred activities
remain those that are relatively easy
to do, require little skill and are not
expensive, e.g., walking, picnicking,
attending outdoor events, using
sports fields, and visiting cultural
sites and museums. However,

The primary reason people
say they are not physically
active is because they
“don’t have time.”

the Department can expect:

research also indicates a growing

•	To increase the resources
devoted to keeping its technology infrastructure up to date;

ing, skateboarding, rock climbing,

• Increasing demands to incorporate and accommodate
technology. Users may want
to easily and conveniently use
their “gadgets” while recreating. Conversely, there may be
demands for “techno-free”
parks and facilities;
•	To increase the resources
devoted to keeping content
available through the Internet
and to keeping other technology
sources up-to-date;
•	To need to provide equitable
access to program information
and registration services for
those with limited technological
experience or access.
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interest in such sports as BMX bikcricket and lacrosse.
Implications
The Department can expect:
•	A need to identify potential park
development sites and continue
to seek out joint use agreements;
•	Traditional activities to remain
popular and in demand. Even
activities with slightly declining
participation levels will still be in
demand (in absolute numbers)
due to the growing population;
and
•	The need to balance traditional
activities with the demands
for new activities as described
above.
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TIM E PATTERNS
Observations
Californians report they have far
less time for recreational pursuits
and physical activity than they
did five years ago, due to family
responsibilities and work demands.
Increased technology use has
shortened response time but also
reduced the amount of time people
have for recreation uninterrupted
by technology.
Children and youth experience
similar time constraints. Increasingly
“programmed,” they have less
time for unstructured, unplanned
play. Some research indicates that
because of this reliance on structure, young people are losing their
ability to “just play” and develop
the independent, creative talents
that typically emerge during informal activities.

•	Deliver more than just leisure
experiences, such as team
sports, which can be considered
an essential activity for youth
seeking college admission and
scholarship assistance;
•	Allow for fluctuating attendance,
do not require regular participation, and have a flexible fee
structure, such as a per-class
fee or pre-paid card that can be
used as needed;

to diabetes, heart disease
and hypertension has
become a national concern.

•	Accommodate more recreation
pursuits, particularly for older
adults; and
• Focus on overall health, fitness
and stress relief.
HEA LT H A N D WEL L NESS
Observations
Compared to national averages, the
National Survey on Recreation and

As people continue to have less

the Environment conducted in 2000

time to recreate, the Department

indicates that Californians partici-

can expect a desire for programs

pate more frequently in a variety

and activities that:

of popular activities, especially

•	Are spread throughout the community to minimize travel time;

obesity and its correlation

•	Respond to non-traditional work
hours and limited free time (midday fitness programs, morning
or late-night team sports basketball, etc.);

Implications

• Can be enjoyed in shorter, discrete blocks of time;

The increased occurrence of

walking, hiking, and picnicking.
Fitness has come to the forefront
as health and wellness becomes
a national concern. For example,
the increased occurrence of obe-

parks and facilities needs assessment
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sity and its correlation to diabetes,

from school have all contributed to

heart disease and hypertension is

a more sedentary lifestyle. Studies

alarming. Not only does it affect

conducted by the UCLA Center for

the delivery of health care services,

Health Policy Research indicate the

it also affects the economy through

level of inactivity is increasing each

workers’ compensation, lost pro-

year. In a survey of California youth,

ductivity and medical costs.

teenage girls were less active than
their male counterparts. Latino,
Asian and African American teens
reported lower rates of physical
activity than white teens. One in
four California youth reported having no access to a safe park, playground or open space.
Providing safe, accessible parks and
facilities for outdoor recreation and
promoting fitness programs, especially in underserved areas of the
community, will be critical to helping Redwood City youth experience
the fun and pleasure of recreation
while achieving health and fitness
benefits.

Children and youth in California are

Implications

more sedentary than ever before,

As health and fitness becomes an

even though there are more rec-

increasing priority and, for some,

reational opportunities from which

a medical necessity, many com-

they can choose. Limited or non-

munity members will expect the

existent physical education classes

Department to:

in schools, increased concerns
ity during recess, and fewer chil-

•	Take an increased leadership role
in addressing health and wellness issues;

dren walking or bicycling to and

• Increase fitness opportunities

about youth safety, reduced activ-
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in parks by adding lighting to
increase hours of use and by
adding mileage markers and
fitness milestones. For example,
park signage could indicate that
one lap around the park equals
one-half mile;
•	Expand pathways and trail
connections, especially in underserved areas, to increase usability by pedestrians and bicyclists;
•	Provide safe places for people
to become fit. This may include
programs offered by gender, age
group and fitness level;
• Help educate participants
about nutrition, fitness and the
risks associated with obesity
in a way that is appealing and

non-judgmental;
•	Provide program snacks that are
both appealing and healthy;
• Help people incorporate fitness
into their daily lives by establishing and maintaining linear parks
and pathways to encourage
walking, jogging and bicycling
between destinations.
EN V IRO N M E N TA L
AWA REN ESS A N D
S T EWA R D S H I P
Observations
There is a heightened awareness
in Redwood City of the need to
think “green,” as evidenced by
major energy and water conserva-

parks and facilities needs assessment
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tion projects, the City Trees Urban
Forest Project and overall recycling
efforts.
Implications
The Department will need to:
•	Balance the need to conserve
potable water with the desire for
water play and aquatics programs in parks;

• Consider an appropriate balance
of synthetic and natural turf and
recycling of the artificial product;
•	Develop comprehensive recycling programs in parks, facilities
and at events;
•	Explore energy conservation
opportunities including sun and
wind power;
• Incorporate green building
guidelines in retrofits, renovations and new construction.
SO C I A L C H A N GES AND TH E
PAR K S A N D RE C REATI O N
PRO F ESSI O N
Observations
The California Parks and Recreation
Society’s Creating Community,
An Action Plan for Parks and
Recreation advises that changes in
society have impacts on the profession including a shift in thinking
about how we operate, from full
service provider to facilitator of services; and understanding a broader
purpose for the profession by moving from a delivering services mode
to a community outcome focus.
Implications
Staff will need training and support in the areas of facilitation skills,
community planning process and
community outcome performance
measurement.
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benchmarks
PURPOSE
This chapter presents an evaluation of the existing level of service
(LOS) provided by Redwood City’s
Department of Parks, Recreation and
Community Services as compared to six
other communities. The comparative
data helps inform decisions on desired
service level standards in Redwood City.
METH ODS
Six nearby cities with strong park and
recreation facilities and programs were
selected as benchmarks: Menlo Park,
Palo Alto, San Mateo, Daly City, San
Leandro and Sunnyvale. These cities
were used for comparison when developing park impact fees as well as for
employee cost studies. As Bay Area
communities, these cities are experiencing similar population, economic,
and recreation trends as Redwood City.

These cities also face similar issues with
respect to the availability of land for
new park development, and are looking for creative partnerships, joint use
arrangements, and redevelopment of
existing uses to increase their capacity.
While each community prides itself on
its distinctive characteristics and signature facilities, they are all striving to provide their residents with both traditional
and innovative opportunities for parks,
recreation facilities, and programs.

The comparable communities range

The benchmarking data was compiled

in population from 31,490 to 137,538,

in 2008 through interviews conducted

with Redwood City below the mean.

by Redwood City with staff from the

Daly City and Sunnyvale experienced

benchmarking communities. The City

slight population decreases in the past

also referred to benchmarking data

decade, most likely a result of economic

prepared by the Coro Fellows in 2006,

conditions.

and updated in 2007, when the City was

parks and facilities needs assessment
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conducting the analysis for its park

the amount of active park acre-

impact fee.

age and open space acreage, an

To allow for some level of comparability between these differentsized communities, the data was
evaluated on a per capita (1,000 or
10,000 residents) basis, using U.S.
Census 2000 population figures as
a baseline. This analysis does not
evaluate the quality of parks and
recreation facilities in Redwood
City and the benchmarking cities.
Parks and Open Space

acre per 1,000 resident ratio was
used. The analysis separated Cityowned lands from lands provided
through joint use agreements with
partners such as local school districts, but lands provided through
joint use agreements are included
in the number of total active parkland acres for each city. In comparing Redwood City to the other six
cities, the following key highlights
emerged:

In the benchmarking analysis of
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Table 4-1 Parks and Open Space*
REDWOOD
CITY

SUNNYVALE

DALY CITY

SAN MATEO SAN LEANDRO PALO ALTO

MENLO
PARK

AVERAGE
(per capita)

Active Use Parks
Number of
Active Use
Parks

37

20

31

27

23

38

17

Active Use
Acreage

182.37

239.30

200.00

142.40

93.10

157.00

61.04

2.42

1.82

1.93

1.54

1.17

2.68

1.98

Open Space
Acreage

701.59

344.90

200.00

476.50

-

3,731.00

10.00

Open Space
Acreage per
1,000
Population

9.31

2.62

1.93

5.15

-

63.67

0.32

Active Park
Acreage per
1,000
Population

1.93

Open Space

13.83

* Based on 2000 U.S. Census population data and 2008 park data.
•	Redwood City, with 2.42 acres
of active parkland per 1,000 of
population, is above the mean of
1.93 acres of City-owned active
parkland. Palo Alto provides
the largest amount of parkland
per resident, with 2.68 acres
of active parkland per 1,000 of
population.
•	Redwood City is second only to
Palo Alto (63.67 acres of open
space per 1,000 of population)
among benchmarked cities with
9.31 acres of open space land
per 1,000 of population.

Facilities
For ease of reporting, facilities were
evaluated using a ratio of the number of facilities per 10,000 residents
(the estimated population needed
to make a facility viable). Note that
an analysis of facility operating
expenses and revenues generated
was not included in the scope of
this project. Key highlights include:
•	Redwood City is above the mean
of 12,056 square feet of community centers per 10,000 of population with 15,333 square feet.

parks and facilities needs assessment
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Palo Alto maintains the highest
square footage of community
centers, with 23,994 square feet
per 10,000 of population.
• In terms of the number of community facilities, Redwood City
is very close to the mean of 0.68
with 0.66 community centers
per 10,000 of population. Daly
City includes twice the number
of community centers as comparison cities, with 1.35 community centers per 10,000 of

36

|

population.
•	Redwood City is just below the
mean for outdoor pools per
10,000 of population with 0.27.
•	The City is just below the mean
of 0.17 skate parks per 10,000
population with 0.13 skate parks
per 10,000 population.
•	The City is below the mean
of 0.28 dog parks per 10,000
population with 0.13 dog parks
per 10,000 population.
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Table 4-2 Community Facilities*
REDWOOD
CITY

SUNNYVALE DALY CITY

SAN MATEO

PALO ALTO

SAN
LEANDRO

MENLO
PARK

AVERAGE
(per
capita)

Community Centers
5

5

14

6

3

4

2

0.66

0.38

1.35

0.65

0.38

0.68

0.65

115,616

89,440

145,000

64,700

-

140,600

42,293

15,333

6,788

13,993

6,996

3,549

23,994

13,728

Number of Pools

2

6

0

2

3

1

2

Number of Pools
per 10,000
Population

0.27

0.46

0.00

0.22

0.25

0.17

0.65

1

1

2

1

0

3

2

0.13

0.08

0.19

0.11

0.00

0.51

0.65

1

2

1

2

1

3

2

0.13

0.15

0.10

0.22

0.13

0.17

0.32

Number of
Community
Facilities/
Centers
Number of
Community
Centers per
10,000 Population
Total Square
Footage of
all Community
Centers
Total Square
Footage of all
Community
Centers per
10,000 Population

0.68

12,056

Pools
0.29

Dog Parks
Number of
Dog Parks
Number of Dog
Parks per 10,000
Population

0.28

Skate Parks
Number of
Skate Parks
Number of Skate
Parks per 10,000
Population

0.17

* Based on 2000 U.S. Census population data and 2008 park data.
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sports groups, and for others,
multi-use fields provide the flexibility to serve a variety of recreation
users and sports groups. Given the
variety, number, seasonal nature
and frequency of programs, it was
not possible to quantify and compare programs for all sports. Sports
fields included in this comparison
are limited to City-owned sites. Key
highlights include:
•	Redwood City is a leader in the
number of fields with synthetic
turf with 7 fields (Palo Alto and
Daly City follow with 2 synthetic
turf fields).
•	Redwood City is below the mean
of 3.34 sports fields per 10,000
population with 1.19 sports fields
per 10,000 population. Palo Alto
provides 8.53 sports fields per
10,000 of population.

S p o rt s Fi e lds and
Facilitie s
This benchmark analysis did not
attempt to distinguish between
sole-use fields and multi-use fields.
Cities have different strategies for
meeting community recreation
needs. For some, sole-use sports
fields meet the specific needs of

•	Redwood City is below the
median of 3.54 tennis courts
per 10,000 of population with
1.86 tennis courts per 10,000 of
population. Palo Alto maintains
8.70 tennis courts per 10,000 of
population.
•	Redwood City is below the
median of 1.13 outdoor basketball courts per 10,000 of population with 0.40 per 10,000 of
population.

the City’s recreation users and
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Table 4-3 Sports Fields and Facilities*
REDWOOD SUNNYVALE DALY CITY SAN MATEO
CITY

SAN
LEANDRO

PALO ALTO

MENLO
PARK

AVERAGE
(per capita)

Sports Fields
9

65

14

17

8

50

14

1.19

4.93

1.35

1.84

1.01

8.53

4.55

7

0

1

0

0

2

0

Number of Tennis
Courts

14

51

8

16

17

51

17

Number of Tennis
Courts per
10,000 Population

1.86

3.87

0.97

1.73

2.14

8.70

5.52

3

10

-

9

2

9

7

0.40

0.74

1.74

0.97

0.25

1.54

2.27

Total Number of
Sports Fields
Total Number of
Sports Fields per
10,000 Population
Total Number
of Synthetic Turf
Fields

3.34

Sports Facilities

Number of
Outdoor
Basketball Courts
Number of
Outdoor Basketball
Courts per
10,000 Population

Park Features
Park features such as picnic areas,
barbecue facilities, and restrooms
were also compared. The following
key highlights emerged:
•	Redwood City leads in the number of picnic areas with 10.74 per
10,000 of population; the mean
is 4.99 picnic areas per 10,000 of
population.

3.54

1.13

•	Redwood City is above the
mean of 2.86 for picnic areas
that can be reserved per 10,000
population, with 3.71 per
10,000 population (San Leandro
maintains 7.17 picnic areas that
can be reserved per 10,000 of
population).
•	The City is above the mean of
1.40 restrooms per 10,000 of
population with 1.86 restrooms
per 10,000 of population.
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|

39

benchmarks

Table 4-4 Park Features*
REDWOOD
CITY

Number of
Picnic Areas

SUNNYVALE DALY CITY

SAN MATEO SAN
LEANDRO

PALO ALTO

MENLO
PARK

AVERAGE
(per
capita)

81

60

20

43

57

25

5

10.74

4.55

1.93

4.65

7.17

4.27

1.62

28

25

-

22

57

8

2

Number of
Reservable
Picnic Areas per
10,000
Population

3.71

1.90

-

2.38

7.17

1.37

0.65

Total Number of
Barbecue
Facilities

20

129

10

46

104

68

5

2.65

9.79

0.97

4.97

13.09

11.60

1.62

Number of Play
Structures

26

25

-

32

20

38

10

Number of Play
Structures per
10,000
Population

3.45

1.90

-

3.46

2.52

6.48

3.25

14

20

6

20

16

6

2

1.86

1.52

0.58

2.16

2.01

1.02

0.65

Number of
Picnic Areas per
10,000
Population
Number of
Reservable
Picnic Areas

Number of
Barbecue
Facilities per
10,000
Population

Number of
Restrooms
Number of
Restrooms per
10,000
Population

4.99

2.86

6.38

3.51

1.40

* Based on 2000 U.S. Census population data and 2008 park data.
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•	Redwood City is just below the
mean of 3.51 play structures per
10,000 of population with 3.45
structures per 10,000 of population; Palo Alto provides 6.48
play structures per 10,000 of
population.
•	Redwood City is well below the
mean of 6.38 barbecue facilities
per 10,000 of population with
2.65 facilities. San Leandro maintains 13.09 facilities per 10,000
of population.
Conclusion
Overall, Redwood City is successful at providing park acreage lands
and number of facilities in a manner
that is comparable to its neighboring communities. Where the City is
below the norm, the Department
has focused its efforts on increasing the capacity of its existing parks
and facilities to attempt to meet the
needs of the community.
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The goal of the Community

reach methods collecting opinions and

Opinion portion of this Community

feedback from more than 300 residents,

Needs Assessment is to present the

volunteer commissioners, elected offi-

input collected from community lead-

cials, and staff. Opportunities to provide

ers, partner agency representatives, and

input on their perception of current and

local residents regarding their needs and

future community needs included:

interests for parks and recreation lands,
facilities and services. Community opinion, combined with data from the existing conditions, and information on trends
can help provide clear direction to the
Department on how it should allocate
Department resources.
METH ODS
Throughout 2007, the Department
employed a variety of community out-

•	A web-based community questionnaire (274 hits);
• Intercept surveys (Spanish and
English, reaching 58 residents);
• Focus group with department managers and staff (two focus groups);
• Interviews with the following partner
agency representatives:
—Bob Batha, Coastal Program
Manager, Bay Conservation and
Development Commission (BCDC);

parks and facilities needs assessment
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—Dave Holland, San Mateo
County Parks;
—Dr. Emerita Orta-Camilleri,
Superintendent, Belmont
Redwood Shores School District;
—Dr. Patrick Gemma,
Superintendent, Sequoia Union
High School District;
—Jan Christensen,
Superintendent, Redwood City
School District;

• Land Acquisition
• Community Park/Multi-Use
Sports Complex
• Linear Parks and Pathways
• Facilities, Parks and Amenities
• Funding Resources and Strategic
Partnerships
Land Acquisition
Current residents are eager for more
active parkland. Community opin-

—John Bradley, Don Edwards
Preserve, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service; and

ion indicates that residents want

—Kristen Anderson, Child
Care Coordinator, Redwood
City Parks, Recreation
and Community Services
Department;

ties, and that they would also prefer

• Multiple working sessions
with Parks, Recreation
and Community Services
Commission subcommittee members Susan
Swope, Joel Sargent, and
Robert Slusser;
• Interviews with six of seven City
Council members.

additional parklands for both formal and informal recreation activiopportunities within their neighborhoods. The current demand
by community members for more
parkland will most likely continue to
increase as Redwood City’s population increases. With the predicted
addition of 7,845 residents by 2020,
Redwood City will need, Citywide,
an additional 23.53 acres of active
recreation space to maintain its standard of 3.0 acres of active parkland
per 1,000 of population. Although
Redwood City is largely built out,

K EY T H EM ES

there are opportunities to add park-

The community outreach process

land to the current system as rede-

reflects local opinion on the parks

velopment occurs. Creative uses

and recreation system, programs,

of industrial lands, combined with

and services. This process uncov-

use of artificial turf, are two ways to

ered several important themes,

achieve this.

including:
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Co mmunity Park /
Mu lti-Use Spo rt s
Co mp le x

full use of the fields and residual

There is a high level of interest in

A number of local sports organiza-

a community park/multi-use sports

tions report that registration has

complex. Community recommen-

had to remain flat in recent years

dations are that the complex be

because the number of parks avail-

in an accessible location that can

able for practices and games are at

accommodate the volume of local

capacity, and they cannot accom-

and league play it will likely receive.

modate any additional teams or

The Department has made substan-

players. Representatives indicated

tial gains in increasing the existing

program participation can grow

fields’ available capacity for active

only if the City acquires more active

sports, by designating fields as

recreation parkland.

multi-use, and by providing artificial turf and lighting to extend both
seasonal use and hours of operation. In response, sports organizations expanded participation and
playing opportunities, resulting in

unfilled demand.

Redwood City teams are very active
in local and regional tournaments,
and many local teams and leagues
cross jurisdictional boundaries. The
Department actively hosts tourna-
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ments and helps to assemble an

become important to the growth of

array of playing areas to meet the

these activities.

large number of fields that tourna-

Since the completion of the 2004

ments require. A dedicated sports

Strategic Plan, there has been no

complex within a community park

new acquisition or park develop-

would provide the needed capac-

ment for active sports and playing

ity and help the City more effec-

fields. Redwood City placed in the

tively capture the community

mid-range of San Mateo County

and economic benefits of these

cities for the number and types of

events, especially weekend tour-

fields offered. Table 5-1 reflects

naments that attract out-of-town

the latest distribution of sports

participants.

features.

Growing interest in sports such as

Residents are actively involved in all

handball is attracting more young

types of recreation programs. Youth

adults; nearby communities are

tend to participate in organized

experiencing a growing interest in

team sports such as soccer, base-

cricket and lacrosse. Sports such

ball and softball. Adults, primarily

as soccer and baseball/softball

due to time constraints, tend to

are also increasing the types and

participate in less structured and

levels of play. These activities need

more flexible activities such as walk-

team practice space, game fields,

ing. Community opinion suggests

and places to host weekend tour-

that along with meeting the needs

naments. New sports also require

of organized users for sports fields,

places where they can develop

the community park/multi-sports

at their own pace; for example,

complex should be designed to

unreserved areas for informal use

Table 5-1 Redwood City Sports Features Distribution
TYPE

Tennis Courts
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DEPARTMENT

LOCAL SCHOOL
DISTRICTS

TOTAL

14

4

18

Basketball
Courts

4

26

30

Multi-Use Fields

9

16

25
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address additional needs and inter-

areas and walk and bike

ests and include a variety of other

uninterrupted on longer trails.

recreation amenities such as perimeter walking paths, bike and/or

Facilities, Parks and Amenities

skate features, handball courts, an

Residents participating in the com-

off-leash dog area, restrooms, and

munity questionnaire clearly stated

picnic areas with barbecue grills.

that upgrading existing parks and

Linear Parks and Pathways

facilities should be the focus of
Department efforts. Residents also

Redwood City residents place an

expressed the desire for parks with

increasing priority on health and

features such as modern equip-

fitness, and recognize that these

ment, unique play areas, and picnic

priorities can be addressed by

areas.

incorporating more walking and
bicycling into their daily activities.
As such, they place a high priority on the development of walking routes, linear parks, and corridors. These improvements also
provide linkages to neighborhoods
and commercial centers, thereby
strengthening a sense of place
and civic pride in Redwood City.
Redwood City has lands available
through the San Francisco Public
Utilities Commission right-of-way
that could be developed as linear
parks and pathways to connect
neighborhoods with public spaces
and provide additional opportunities for fitness activities. Residents
saw a value in being able to walk
and bike to the reinvigorated
Downtown area. They also seek
opportunities to connect to natural

Residents value parks the most for
providing an opportunity to enjoy
nature and to connect with families and neighbors. Neighborhood
parks provide a social and recreational focus for local residents and
families. Recommended improvements in park design fall into three
broad categories: usability, maintenance and safety. Many of the
existing parks are aging, and current features reflect the interests of
previous generations; consequently,
they may be perceived as not very
“usable” or popular. Restrooms
are also an important park amenity that, when provided, should
be maintained and kept clean. A
number of residents expressed the
importance of designing parks for
all ages and providing something

parks and facilities needs assessment
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appealing for each generation and

erational programs and facilities

culture.

that serve the whole family. The

Respondents to the community
questionnaire rated dog parks as
very important and made specific
suggestions to develop dog parks
in various neighborhoods through-

Department is currently considering
replacing an existing senior facility
with a community wellness center
that would serve residents of all
ages.

out the City. Redwood City has one

Community members also placed a

designated dog park. It is located,

high value on promoting activities

however, on the eastern edge of the

for youth, particularly a need for

Redwood Shores Planning Area, and

more teen activities. There is a sub-

is only accessible by vehicle for most

stantial teen presence downtown

residents. Residents would prefer

already, with youth gathering infor-

dog parks that were easier to access

mally in public areas. A designated

and closer to their neighborhood. It

facility for teens would provide a

was suggested that dog parks might

safe gathering place and improve

be accommodated in some existing

the overall perception of safety in

parks by designating an appropri-

the downtown. Teen input will be
critical to the success of any new
designated teen facility.
Funding and Strategic
Partnerships
Like residents in many other cities
in California, participants expressed
concern that funding has not kept
pace with the growth of parks
and recreation needs. For the
Department to be able to maintain
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ately fenced area.

the level of service and the quality

Community opinion from the web

sources are needed. Recent pas-

survey and intercept surveys indi-

sage of an ordinance requiring pay-

cated an interest in multi-gen-

ment of park impact fees will help

of programs, sustainable funding
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meet some of this need; however,

while their ongoing presence in

the Department must be prepared

parks and recreation facilities can

to provide the balance of funds

help to reduce nuisance activities

needed. Based on the web-based

such as littering or vandalism.

community questionnaire, much of
the community’s perception that

SUM M ARY

Redwood City is a desirable place

The needs and opportunities in this

to live comes from the consistent

chapter, identified through commu-

quality of parks and park mainte-

nity opinion, help provide the infor-

nance throughout the community.

mation necessary to make informed

Interviews with decision makers

decisions to meet the changing

and agency partners highlighted

demographics, needs, and interests

partnerships as a key tool for

of the community. Such decisions

addressing current and future fund-

could inform system-wide improve-

ing needs and identifying creative

ments, such as acquiring or devel-

funding opportunities. Some par-

oping new park sites, redeveloping

ticipants suggested greater use of

existing parks, and partnering with

volunteers to support basic mainte-

other service providers to increase

nance activities and programming.

parks and recreation opportunities

With the anticipated increase in
population and commensurate
demand for parks and recreation
programs over the next decade,
it is unrealistic to expect the
Department to be solely responsible for meeting these needs.
Partnership arrangements, joint use
agreements, and creative funding
options will be needed to enable
the Department to better leverage resources to meet the needs of
the community. Volunteers can also
help to leverage staff time, allowing staff to do more complex work,

for Redwood City residents; other
comments may be specific to facilities requested in a resident’s immediate neighborhood. Community
members valued the opportunity
to provide input and appreciated
being given the opportunity to
comment. Given the range of needs
and potentially high related costs,
opportunities for community input
on identifying high and short term
priorities may provide important
information for the Department,
commissioners and elected officials
to balance how these competing
needs and interests can be met.
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Based on information presented
in the previous five chapters, the following specific recommendations were
developed and are presented in two
categories: based on whether they have
Citywide impact or are specific to particular Planning Areas.
CITYWID E impact

1	Land Acquisition
With the projected addition of 7,845
new residents by 2020, Redwood City
will need to acquire a minimum of 23.5
additional acres for active recreation
use to maintain the 3.0 acres of 1,000
of population standard for City-owned
active parkland. Given high land costs
and limited undeveloped land, the

Areas, the Department should consider

Department will need to be proactive

and evaluate land acquisition opportu-

and opportunistic should land suit-

nities as they arise, regardless of their

able for park needs become available.

location in the City.

The Department will need to create an
acquisition policy to guide these pur-

Recommendations

chases and help the community and

1-1 Continue to prioritize acquisition of
active parkland.

decision makers understand how limited
acquisition dollars can best be spent.
While there are currently acreage deficits in active parkland in certain Planning

1-2	Develop a land acquisition policy
that identifies the general location (by Planning Areas and half
mile service area guideline) and

parks and facilities needs assessment
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park type, and that generally
describes the parcel size, configuration, and types of lands
(undeveloped and developed)
that may be suitable for use or
conversion to active recreation
consistent with established
park definitions.
1-3	Acquire and develop new
parks consistent with park
type definitions, including recommended amenities and site
selection criteria for mini parks
and neighborhood parks.

services across the City, existing parks should be evaluated for
conformance to standard amenity packages, and new amenities
added as necessary. New parks
should be acquired and developed according to established park
types and service area standards
and proposed Department acquisition strategy. The following recommendations identify amenities that
should consistently be provided
in new and existing parks. Some

Site Criteria and Amenities for
Neighborhood and Mini Parks

existing sites may not be large

Neighborhood and mini parks

list of recommended amenities. The

are probably the most heavily-

Department should also continue to

used parks in the City, regardless

seek community input on proposed

of the size of the park or features

park improvements.

enough to accommodate the full

provided. Residents rely on these
parks for the children’s play areas,

Site Criteria

informal gathering spaces for

1-4	At least 50% of the site should
be suitable for active users.

adults and children’s play, and daily
fitness. Current neighborhood and
mini park amenities include some
combination of play equipment,
play area, picnic area, barbecue
pits, restrooms, tennis courts, basketball courts, and water features.
However, there is little consistency
within the amenities provided,
regardless of park size or location.
Recommendations

1-5	The site should be located
centrally to the area it is
designed to serve or within
a half-mile (based on path of
travel) of the intended users.
1-6	The site should be accessible
by walking or bicycling.
1-7 Connections to a community
network of linear parks and
pathways should be provided,
where possible, to facilitate
walking, jogging and bicycling.

To ensure consistent features and
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1-8	Sidewalks should be provided.
1-9 For safety, Neighborhood park
sites should have a minimum
of 200 feet of street frontage
and have good visibility from
the streets that border them.
1-10	Neighborhood park sites
should ideally be at least two
to five acres in size.
Neighborhood and Mini Park
Amenities
1-11	Playground equipment.
1-12 Open lawn or play area, minimum 75 feet by 100 feet.
1-13	Paved courts (minimum one
basketball or tennis court).
1-14	Perimeter pathway and interior pathway connecting all
site elements; include mileage
markers.
1-15	Drinking fountain.
1-16	Site furnishings, including
benches, bicycle racks, trash/
recycling receptacles, and
signage.
1-17	Picnic areas (with tables
in individual and group
configurations).
1-18	Shade, through a combination of landscaping and shade
structures.

1-19	Parking, on- or off-street,
approximately two to three
spaces per acre of developed
land.
Supplemental Amenities
1-20	Restrooms, located and
installed consistent with current Park and Recreation
and Community Services
Commission policy.
1-21	Water features, added so they
are evenly distributed throughout the City at either neighborhood or community parks.
Parks with water features
should have restrooms.
1-22	Picnic areas with shelter
(includes barbecue grill(s) or
pit(s)). Some picnic facilities
should be available with or
without reservation.
1-23 Fenced, off-leash dog area.
1-24	Skate/bike features.
1-25 Other features in keeping with
a neighborhood park.
Park Amenities to Avoid in
Neighborhood Parks
1-26 Multi-sport fields for league
play.
1-27 Community Center.

parks and facilities needs assessment
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2	Partnerships with Local
School Districts
Through partnerships with local

2-3 	Explore ways to share maintenance costs between the City
and local school districts.

school districts, the Department has
able for park use throughout the

3	Community Park/
Multi-Sports Complex

City. The terms and conditions of

Redwood City would benefit greatly

these agreements vary in terms

from the addition of a community

and formality. Approximately 43.5

park of up to 60 acres that could

acres of the City’s 225.42 acres of

support a multi-sports complex and

active parkland are owned by local

features such as perimeter walking

school districts, and their inclusion

paths, bike and/or skate features,

in the City’s total park acreage and

handball courts, an off-leash dog

standards calculations is critical to

area, restrooms, and picnic areas

the Department’s success in reach-

with barbecue grills (reserved and

ing the 3.0 acres of active parkland

unreserved). Creating a park that

per 1,000 of population standard.

combines both organized team

When school-owned active parkland

sports and informal recreation and

is excluded, the acreage deficiency

health and fitness activities will help

is magnified as illustrated in Table

the Department address Citywide

2-8. The school acreage in the total

recreation interests and priorities.

includes only the portion of the

The increased park acreage would

school site that provides playing

also help the City:

been able to increase land avail-

fields and playgrounds for active
recreation.
Recommendations
2-1 Formalize agreements with
local school districts to ensure
long term availability of these
active parklands.
2-2 Consider Department purchase of school lands for
park use should those lands
become available.
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• Meet and exceed its acreage
standards for active and passive
parks;
• Meet the demand for active
sport fields;
• Include amenities that serve
users seeking informal recreation
opportunities; and
•	Provide Citywide economic
development benefits created by
visiting teams and their families.
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Recommendation

way for parkland, with the pipe-

3-1 	Prioritize the acquisition of any
large parcel (up to 60 acres) that
can be developed as a community park with multi-purpose
fields for active sports and informal uses.

line running directly through Red
Morton Community Park as well
as Fleishman and Linden Parks.
The San Francisco Public Utilities
Commission has been supportive
of the City’s use of these lands for

4	Linear Parks and Pathways

recreation, as long as their need to
access these areas for infrastruc-

Walking, jogging, and bicycling are

ture improvements is maintained.

popular informal recreation activi-

There are an additional 22.5 acres

ties that support regular health

of undeveloped Hetch-Hetchy

and fitness—a priority for many

right-of-way within the City that

residents. It may be impractical

may offer additional opportunities

for the Department to commit to

for recreation. There are also sev-

providing an extensive Citywide

eral creeks that run throughout the

network of linear parks and path-

City that provide the potential for

ways. However, the Department

linear parks.

can strive to develop a network
of designated walking and bicycling routes that connect parks and
facilities to community destinations
such as schools, local shops and
restaurants, and other services. It
appears the most suitable areas
are located Downtown, and given
the growing residential population and high community usage of
this area, the Department could
achieve significant community benefits by prioritizing its initial efforts
in this area.
The City already uses portions

The Department should take
advantage of opportunities to
complete connections to the Bay
Trail in Redwood City. Additional
discussion with Bay Trail organizers is needed to determine
how best to increase access and
provide parking for trail users.
There is also the opportunity to
provide low-impact environmental and friendly access to Bair
Island, in a manner consistent with
the current planning and restoration activities of the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service.

of the Hetch-Hetchy right-of-
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Recommendations
4-1 	Explore partnerships with
other agencies to identify
linear parks and pathways
to improve walkability and
connectivity.
4-2 	Based on improvements identified in the Downtown Precise
Plan, prioritize the following
segments as designated walking and bicycling routes:

4-3 	Prioritize connections and linkages to Bair Island and segments of the Bay Trail.
4-4	Review City lands located
within the Hetch-Hetchy rightof-way to identify additional
opportunities to increase connectivity within the community and provide informal and
formal recreation.

•	Downtown to Alameda
de las Pulgas on
Jefferson Avenue;

5	Develop a Teen Center

•	Downtown to Woodside
Road on Middlefield
Road;
and

facility that provides them with a

•	Downtown to Veterans
Boulevard on Main
Street.

Teens have expressed a desire for
and would benefit from having a
safe gathering place to meet and
recreate informally. The Center
is especially important for teens
who do not participate in organized league sports or who are not
interested in the more formal teen
program activities offered at existing
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community centers. Ideally, such a

will serve a wide spectrum of the

center would be located Downtown

Redwood City community, provid-

to maximize accessibility and to

ing services for families, youth,

serve the teen population that

baby boomers, active retirees and

already gathers there informally.

less active older adults alike. This

Recommendation
5-1 	Develop a teen center in
Downtown Redwood City, with
convenient transit access, and
include Redwood City teens in
identifying optimal programs
and features.

6	Community Wellness
Center

project responds to community
needs, expands the population it
serves, and provides multi-generational recreation opportunities.
Recommendation
6-1 	Replace the Senior Center in
Red Morton Community Park
with an age-inclusive community wellness center.

The replacement of the current
Senior Center located at Red
Morton Community Park, which is
reaching the end of its useful life,
should be a top priority. Emerging
trends show an interest in facilities that provide multi-generational
programs that support overall
physical and mental health and
provide social and recreation activities. Programs may be open to all
ages or be age-specific, depending on community needs. This
type of community wellness center

parks and facilities needs assessment
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7	Designated Off-Leash
Dog Park

8	Outdated Parks and
Facilities

Redwood Shores currently pro-

The Department operates many

vides a popular park area for

parks and facilities that have

off-leash dogs. This designated,

become outdated. They may fea-

fenced area is located on the east

ture older play equipment, or be

side of Highway 101. The commu-

configured in a manner that lim-

nity would benefit from having an

its usage, such as picnic tables

additional area designated for off-

arranged for individual versus

leash dog use on the west side of

multi-family use. A review of current

Highway 101.

facilities will help the Department

Recommendation
7-1	Solicit community input in
identifying a specific location
in an existing or future park
located west of Highway 101
to designate a fenced, offleash dog area.

identify and create a schedule for
park and facility replacements.
Community opinion should also
be solicited as part of this process.
Factors to consider when establishing the replacement schedule may
include: changing safety standards,
accessibility and universal design,
energy conservation, sustainability, and technology infrastructure.
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community needs assessment, can

9	Facility Design and
Construction

help the Department establish

The Department is a leader and

priorities within the replacement

innovator in the use and applica-

schedule.

tion of best practices, sustainable

These factors, combined with the

Recommendations
8-1 	Periodically review and assess
park and recreation facilities to
determine whether updating
or replacing these facilities is
the most cost-effective option
to best meet current and
future community needs.

infrastructure, and technology. The
Department emphasizes improvements that are cost-effective from
both a product lifecycle and operations/maintenance standpoint. The
Department’s use of artificial turf is
one example of efforts to reduce
day-to-day maintenance, while

8-2 	Develop a long-range replacement plan, with schedule, for
parks and facilities.

increasing the capacity of the City’s

8-3 	Periodically conduct needs
assessments, community
surveys, public opinion polls,
and other research to identify changing community
needs and priorities for parks
and recreation facilities and
programs.

Recommendation

existing sports fields.

9-1 Incorporate new technology
and related infrastructure in
facility design and construction, including green building techniques, practices and
certifications.

10	Resources and Funding
The Department will continue to
need additional resources to maintain its current parks and facilities
and meet the growing needs of
the community. This is essential to
maintain its positive contribution
to the community’s quality of life
and related economic benefits. The
Department continues to demonstrate its resourcefulness by part-
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nering with local school districts
and renovating facilities to increase
their capacity. The Department will
need to seek additional resources
from a variety of traditional and
non traditional sources. These
resources should include not only
funding, but also in-kind services
and donations and volunteer

mental sources on behalf of
the Department.
10-5	Seek increased support from
the General Fund.
10-6 Quantify the Department’s
contribution from tournaments, special events, and
other activities to economic
development in the City.

resources. The creation of a 501(c)3
non-profit partner (such as Friends
of Parks and Recreation) could

11	Organizational
Development

provide added flexibility by rais-

In response to the increased needs

ing and receiving funds to support

identified within the Community

Department priorities.

Needs Assessment, recruit addi-

Recommendations
10-1	Expand the use of volunteers
in Department programs and
facilities.
10-2	Seek out opportunities for
shared maintenance and
joint use of lands and facilities with other agencies and
organizations.
10-3 Increase participation in
grants programs from government and private sectors.
10-4 Create a non-profit 501(c)(3)
organization that can solicit
and receive donations from
individuals, private and corporate foundations, and govern-
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tional staff to operate and maintain new parks, and/or staff with
Spanish or other language abilities
or specialized skills, such as real
estate acquisition and volunteer
management.
Recommendations
11-1	Ensure that the Needs
Assessment informs the
General Plan update.
11-2	Recruit and/or develop staff
to implement the recommendations in the Needs
Assessment.
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recommendations

Planning Ar e a impacts

Based on level of service standards,

While on average the Department

community opinion, and recreation

meets the Citywide standard of 3.0

trends, the following recommenda-

acres of active parkland per 1,000

tions are intended to increase the

of population, park acreage is not

number of City-owned parks and

evenly distributed throughout the

acreage devoted to active recre-

City. Only two Planning Areas out

ation. In effort to ensure adequate

of the seven (Redwood Shores

distribution of parks throughout

and Middle Redwood City) meet

the City and to meet deficiencies in

or exceed the City’s current level

active parkland, City acquisition of

of service goal for active parkland

parkland in the five Planning Areas

of 3.0 acres of active parkland per

is recommended. By basing the

1,000 of population, and include

amount of active parkland acreage

a variety of park types and fea-

on City-owned parks, rather than a

tures. When school-owned parks

total which includes school-owned

are included, a third Planning

park acreage, access to recreation

Area, North Redwood City, meets

in all seven Planning Areas is guar-

the standard. If school sites are

anteed. Where options exist, the

excluded from total active parkland,

Department should select sites that

the following five Planning Areas

will serve residents who are cur-

fall below standard:

rently outside the recommended

•	Downtown
•	North Redwood City

half-mile radius of travel service
standard.

•	South Redwood City
•	Southeast Redwood City
•	East of Highway 101

parks and facilities needs assessment
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Downtown

North Redwood City

Recent efforts by the City to re-

This Planning Area is served by the

energize Downtown have attracted

Easter Bowl, Garrett Park, Stafford

new projects featuring mixed-use

Park, Wellesley Crescent, and Dove

developments that serve local

Beeger Park. North Redwood

residents, visitors, businesses and

City also includes several schools,

their employees, and attract resi-

including John Gill Elementary

dents from throughout the City.

School, McKinley Middle School,

Downtown is probably the highest

North Star Academy and Sequoia

need area in terms of park acreage

High School. The Planning Area is

per population, but yields the least

below the service standard with

opportunity to add additional park-

18.97 acres of active parkland. To

land. Designation of walking routes

bring this Planning Area up to stan-

with related signage and safety

dard, the Department will need to

improvements can encourage phys-

acquire or develop joint use agree-

ical activity and provide for infor-

ments with other organizations to

mal recreation opportunities.

add 17.33 acres.

Recommendations

Recommendations

DT-1 Consider purchasing any available lands for use as a mini
park, community gathering
space, or linear park.

NR-1	Target the acquisition of up to
17.33 acres of active parkland
to meet the 3.0 acres of active
parkland per 1,000 of population standard.

DT-2 Identify designated routes for
walking and bicycling, especially on prioritized routes
identified in the Citywide
recommendations.
DT-3	Target the acquisition of up to
26.16 acres of active parkland
to meet the 3.0 acres of active
parkland per 1,000 of population standard.
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recommendations

South Redwood City

Southeast Redwood City

This Planning Area is served by

The Fair Oaks Community Center is

Fleishman and Linden Parks and

located just inside the City bound-

the Hetch-Hetchy right-of-way

ary. However, in this Planning Area,

connecting the two parks. South

many of the community members

Redwood City is well below the ser-

live outside the City’s boundaries,

vice standard, with only 1.05 acres

in the unincorporated part of the

of active parkland. To bring this

County. These residents rely heavily

Planning Area up to standard, the

on City parks and the Community

Department will need to acquire

Center. It is unlikely that County

or develop joint use agreements

resources will become available to

with other organizations covering

meet park needs for these users.

16.83 acres. This area would ben-

Based on the population located

efit greatly from having additional

within City limits, it will take an

neighborhood parks, mini parks,

additional 10.60 acres to bring this

and areas for active recreation.

Planning Area up to standard. This

Recommendations

area would benefit greatly from having additional neighborhood parks,

S-1	Target joint use agreements
and land acquisition to provide
up to an additional 16.83 acres
of active parkland in order to
meet the 3.0 acres of active
parkland per 1,000 of population standard and half-mile
level of service guideline in
this Planning Area.

mini parks, and areas for active

S-2	Provide a combination of at
least two to three neighborhood parks and mini parks to
meet the acreage standard.

ties to provide program materials

S-3	Explore opportunities to
increase connectivity and
provide recreation opportunities within the Hetch-Hetchy
right-of-way.

types, but the total acreage is

recreation.
A large proportion of residents in
this area are Spanish-speaking. To
ensure program access and user
safety, it is important to have bilingual staff at these parks and faciliand park signage in both Spanish
and English. Overall, the Planning
Area includes a sampler of park
insufficient.

parks and facilities needs assessment
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recommendations

Recommendations

East of Highway 101

SE-1	Pursue joint use agreements
with any agency or non-profit
organization with land suitable
for active recreation opportunities within the City and in
the surrounding unincorporated County.

The Planning Area east of Highway

SE-2	Prioritize land acquisition for
at least one to two additional
mini parks and one to two
neighborhood parks. Given
the limited availability of land,
the Department may need
to consider re-use of underused residential or commercial
properties.

which could include parks and

SE-3	Target the acquisition of up to
10.60 acres of active parkland
to meet the 3.0 acres of active
parkland per 1,000 of population standard and level of service goal in this Planning Area.

EH-1	The Department should prioritize the acquisition of a large
parcel (upwards of 60 acres)
for a community park/multisports complex. Along with
meeting Citywide needs for
active recreation, the proposed park should include
amenities that serve the needs
of the immediate neighborhood, such as a children’s play
area. If possible, these amenities should be located in the
area of the park closest to
nearby residences.

101 enjoys great views of open
space and abundant natural areas,
but contains no designated parks.
This area includes undeveloped
lands that are zoned tidal plain,
open space. This is one of the few
places within the City where there
is real potential that a large parcel
(upwards of 60 acres) could become
available for acquisition.
Recommendations

EH-2	Target the acquisition of up to
5.70 acres of active parkland
to meet the 3.0 acres of active
parkland per 1,000 of population standard and level of service goal in this Planning Area.
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recommendations

I m pl em entatio n
Pr i orities

equates to $115,899,000 for full-

This Community Needs Assessment

can achieve its land acquisition

provides a number of recommen-

goals by drawing on a variety of

dations to enhance and improve

resources outside the general fund

the City of Redwood City’s parks,

that include: developer fees, in-

recreation, and community services

lieu fee land dedications, less-than

system. The most significant action

fee acquisition, joint use agree-

the Department can take to meet

ments, redevelopment techniques

the needs of the community is to

and other methods designed to

acquire additional active parkland

increase City acreage devoted to

to address deficiencies in specific

active recreation. The Department

Planning Areas and to meet the

has consistently demonstrated its

needs of the population projected

ability to identify and pursue cre-

through 2020.

ative options and work with partner

A preliminary estimate for land

fee acquisition. The Department

agencies.

acquisition costs through 2020

To ensure that increasing the acre-

yields a substantial figure when

age dedicated to active parkland

calculated based on a cost figure

remains a priority, the City needs to

of $2.1 million per acre, which is

acknowledge the value that parks

consistent with that used for the

and recreation contributes to the

analysis for the Park Development

community. Organizations such as

Ordinance passed in 2007. Based

the National Recreation and Parks

on this figure, the City’s commit-

Association, California Park and

ment to the 3 acres active parkland

Recreation Society, National Park

per 1,000 of population standard

Service, and numerous universities,

to meet projected future growth of

colleges and social service provid-

7,785 new residents by 2020 would

ers have thoroughly documented

require an additional 23.35 acres or

the economic and societal ben-

an investment of $40,045,500 over

efits of parks and recreation and

the next twelve years. Addressing

the need for continued investment

the current deficiencies in active

in these resources. For example,

parkland by Planning Areas requires

properties located near parks typi-

the purchase of 55.19 acres, which

cally have higher property values

parks and facilities needs assessment
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recommendations

and generate higher property tax

mation about nutrition and healthy

revenue. Parks are a critical fea-

lifestyle choices. A 2005 study by

ture in a community’s “quality of

the California Youth Authority esti-

life” that attracts and retains area

mated the average cost of main-

businesses. Tournaments, special

taining a youth participant in juve-

events and recreation programs

nile services to be approximately

serve as economic drivers, attract

$41,700 per year. Parks and rec-

tourists and stimulate local busi-

reation programs provide positive

nesses. Linear parks and pathways

alternatives for youth while provid-

make it easier for local employees

ing opportunities for physical, men-

to bike or walk to work, helping to

tal and social development.

reduce traffic congestion while providing healthy activities.

While quantifying these preventative benefits and related societal

The City enjoys the preventive ben-

cost savings can be extremely

efits the Department contributes.

challenging, the return on invest-

Parks and recreation facilities and

ment in parks and recreation can

services support healthy lifestyles

be evidenced by a wide range of

and provide positive activities for

indicators of positive impact. These

youth and adults. These benefits

indicators are diverse and vary

become increasingly important

depending on program and individ-

in light of rising costs for health

ual goals. Some examples include:

care, social services and maintain-

student achievement, increased

ing corrective facilities. Parks and

school attendance, youth and

recreation provides cost effec-

adult fitness, weight-loss, new skill

tive alternatives to taxpayers as a

development, litter reduction and

whole. The California Department

community beautification, crime

of Health Services (2005) esti-

reduction, and reduced traffic con-

mates the annual cost (direct and

gestion. The Department provides

indirect) of obesity in California is

facilities and services that are criti-

$6.4 billion. Parks provide close-to

cal to these efforts.

home opportunities for residents to
increase their physical activity while
recreation programs provide infor-
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recommendations

recommendati o ns with citywide im pact
RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING
CONDITIONS

EMERGING
TRENDS

1 Land Acquisition

City is currently
a fraction below
standard (2.99
acres) for active
recreation,
identified in the
General Plan as
3 acres/1,000
(2.42 acres active
parkland, not
including school
parks, per 1,000
population).

Population
estimated to
increase by
7,845 residents
by 2020.
Standard for
active parkland is
tied to population; more land
will be needed
as population
grows.

Continue to prioritize acquisition of active
parkland.
Develop a land acquisition policy that identifies
the general location (by Planning Areas and
desired half-mile service area guidelines) and
park type, and that generally describes the
parcel size, configuration, and types of lands
(undeveloped and developed) that may be suitable for use or conversion to active recreation
consistent with establish park definitions.
Acquire and develop new parks consistent with
park type definitions, including recommended
amenities and site selection criteria for mini
parks and neighborhood parks.

Site Criteria and Amenities for
Neighborhood and Mini Parks
Site Criteria
At least 50% of the site should be suitable for
active users.
The site should be located centrally to the area
it is designed to serve or within a half-mile
(based on path of travel) of the intended users.
The site should be accessible by walking or
bicycling.
Connections to a community network of linear
parks and pathways should be provided, where
possible, to facilitate walking, jogging, and
bicycling (Acquisition policy).
Sidewalks should be provided.
Neighborhood park sites should have a minimum of 200 feet of street frontage and have
good visibility from surrounding streets.
Neighborhood park sites should be at least two
to five acres in size.

Neighborhood and Mini Park Amenities
Playground equipment.
Open lawn or play area, minimum 75 feet by
100 feet.
Paved courts (minimum one basketball or two
tennis courts).
Perimeter pathway and interior pathway
connecting all site elements; include mileage
markers.
Water fountain.

Department
has established
definitions for
these park types:
mini park, neighborhood park,
community park,
special use park,
school park, and
open space.

BENCHMARKS

City is above
the median of
1.93 acres of
City-owned
active parkland
per 1,000
population with
2.42 acres per
1,000 population. Palo Alto
provides the
largest amount
Overall program of parkland
per resident,
participation is
with 2.68 acres
increasing.
per 1,000
Growing demand population.
for organized
team sports.
Increasing priority on health and
fitness.
Increasing
interest in
incorporating
fitness into day
to day activities
through walking
and bicycling

COMMUNITY
OPINION

Growing need to
improve and expand
existing parks and
recreation services and
programs.
Nearly 96% of survey
respondents believe
that parks, recreation,
and community
services are very
important or important
to the City’s quality of
life.
Families currently have
high participation,
interest, and use of
recreation facilities,
requiring more space
for future growth and
expansion; nearly 79%
of survey respondents
participate in recreation, cultural, senior,
and sports programs.
Ensuring adequate
parks and facilities for
all neighborhoods is
of great importance;
parks create a gathering space, promote
health and wellness,
and increase local
housing value.
Need for more bike
paths, trail connections
to community services
and adjacent trails.
Providing opportunities
to enjoy nature/outdoors is important to
59% of respondents.
Open spaces provide a
sense of tranquility and
privacy, and protect
natural resources.
Growing need to
improve and expand
existing parks, recreation, and community
services and programs.

(continued)
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re c omm endati on s with citywide im pact c o n t i n u e d

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING
CONDITIONS

EMERGING
TRENDS

BENCHMARKS

Neighborhood and Mini Park Amenities
continued

Site furnishings, including benches,
bicycle racks, trash receptacles, and
signage.
Picnic areas (with tables in individual
and group configurations).
Shade, through a combination of
landscaping and shade structures.
Parking, on- or off-street, approximately two to three spaces per acre of
developed land.

Supplemental Amenities
Restrooms, located and installed
consistent with current Park, Recreation
& Community Services Commission
policy.
Water features, added so they are
evenly distributed throughout the City
at either neighborhood or community
parks. Parks with water features should
have restrooms.
Picnic areas with shelter (includes
barbecue grill(s) or pit(s)). Some picnic
facilities should be available with or
without reservation.
Fenced, off-leash dog area.
Skate/bike features.
Other features in keeping with a
neighborhood park.

Park Amenities to Avoid in
Neighborhood Parks
Multi-sport fields for league play.
Community Center.
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COMMUNITY OPINION

recommendations
re co mm endati o ns with citywide impact c o n t i n u e d

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING
CONDITIONS

EMERGING
TRENDS

2 Partnerships with School Districts

City coordination
with local school
districts is a
model of municipal cooperation.

Increasing number of people
participating
in recreational
programs and
activities.

2-1 Formalize agreements with local school
districts to ensure long-term availability of
these active parklands. Incorporate first right of
refusal to purchase into formalized agreements.
2-2 Consider Department purchase of school
lands for park use should those lands become
available.
2-3 Explore ways to share maintenance costs
between the City and local school districts.

Inclusion
of school
lands helps
Department
achieve current
3 acres active
parkland per
1,000 population.
Without these
lands, the City
drops to 2.42
acres active parkland per 1,000
population.

Growing demand
for active sports
fields.
Increasing priority on health and
fitness.

BENCHMARKS

COMMUNITY
OPINION

Amenities at schools
must be equivalent to
amenities provided at
neighborhood parks.
School and
Department partnerships are mutually
beneficial; there
are currently formal
and informal agreements between the
Department and
various schools.
Department is proactive and responsive
with local school
districts.
Recent bond measures
passed to fund new
recreation projects at
Sequoia and Woodside
High School will
increase the number
of facilities available to
residents.
Facility maintenance
and repair in school
fields needs to be
shared equitably
between the
Department and the
local school districts.
Department is crucial
in developing opportunities for children in
poverty at schools.

parks and facilities needs assessment
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re c omm endati ons with citywide im pact c o n t i n u e d

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING
CONDITIONS

EMERGING
TRENDS

BENCHMARKS

COMMUNITY
OPINION

3 Community Park/
Multi-Sports Complexes

Sports fields are
shared between
multiple sports
and various age
groups; facilities
are at capacity.

Growing demand
for organized
team sports,
which require
additional sports
fields.

Parks and recreation
services have an
economic benefit for
the community.

Current growth
of sports leagues
and related
participation is
limited by current
field capacity.

Increasing number of people
participating
in recreational
programs.

Redwood City
is below the
median of 3.34
sports fields per
10,000 population with 1.19
sports fields
per 10,000
population.

3-1 Prioritize the acquisition of any large parcel
(up to 60 acres) that can be developed as a
community park with multi-purpose fields for
active sports and informal uses.

Increasing priority on health and
fitness.

Redwood City
is below the
median of 3.54
tennis courts
per 10,000
population
with 1.86
tennis courts
per 10,000
population.
Redwood City
is below the
median of 1.13
outdoor basketball courts
per 10,000
population with
0.40 per 10,000
population.
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Shortage of year-round
ball fields, soccer,
gym space, tennis
courts, and swimming
facilities; 37% of survey
respondents want new
active sports fields and
recreation areas.
Special events for the
whole family is of great
importance to the
community.
Connecting people
together, building
strong families and
neighborhoods is
important to 56% of
respondents.
Nearly 79% of survey
respondents participate in recreation,
cultural, senior, and
sports programs.

recommendations

re co mm endatio ns with citywide impact c o n t i n u e d

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING
CONDITIONS

4 Linear Parks and Pathways

Department
has established
partnerships with
239 individual
organizations.

EMERGING
TRENDS

Expanding
pathways and
4-1 Explore partnerships with other agencies to
trail connections
identify linear parks and pathways to improve
improve usability
walkability and connectivity.
by pedestrians
4-2 Based on improvements identified in the
and bicyclists
City has focused
Downtown Precise Plan, prioritize the following
and help to
on reenergizing
segments as designated walking and bicycling
incorporate
its Downtown,
routes:
which has created fitness into daily
lives.
Downtown to Alameda de las Pulgas on
new commercial
Jefferson Avenue;
and residential
Increasing priority on health and
Downtown to Woodside Road on Middlefield opportunities.
fitness.
Road;
The Downtown
Downtown to Veterans Boulevard on Main
Street.
4-3 Prioritize connections and linkages to Bair
Island and segments of the Bay Trail.
4-4 Review City lands located within the
Hetch-Hetchy right-of-way to identify additional
opportunities to increase connectivity within
the community and provide informal and formal
recreation.

Planning Area is
a central point
in the City;
arterial, multimodal routes
extend from
the Downtown
core including:
Downtown
to Alameda
de las Pulgas
on Jefferson
Avenue;
Downtown to
Woodside Road
on Middlefield
Road; and
Downtown
to Veterans
Boulevard on
Main Street.

BENCHMARKS

COMMUNITY
OPINION

Bike and trail connections in the City
(trail connections to
community services)
and with Bay Trail
require improvements,
and potential exists to
develop partnerships.
Informal agreements
exist between the
City and US Fish and
Wildlife and agency
is open to enhancing
working relationship.
Developing trails or
pathways is of top
priority to 48% of
respondents.
Off-street paved trails
for bicycling, walking,
rollerblading, etc. are
most preferred by
respondents (56%);
exercise trails that link
neighborhoods are
also important (53% of
respondents).
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re commendati ons with citywide im pact c o n t i n u e d

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING
CONDITIONS

EMERGING
TRENDS

BENCHMARKS

COMMUNITY
OPINION

5 Develop a Teen Center

According to
U.S. Census
2000, 14.2% of
the population
was nine years
old and younger;
16.7% were
between 10 and
19 years old
(totaling 30.9%).

Growing number
of households
with children
under 18 years
old, according to
U.S. Census 1990
and 2000 data.

Redwood
City maintains
approximately
the median of
0.68 with 0.66
community centers per 10,000
population,
when compared
to benchmark
cities.

Creating gathering
places for youth is a
high priority.

Redwood City
is above the
median of
12,056 square
feet of total
square acreage
of community
centers per
10,000 population with 15,333
square feet
per 10,000
population.

Pressing community
need to address gang
prevention and to
engage ESL students.

5-1 Develop a teen center in Downtown
Redwood City, near convenient transit access,
and include Redwood City teens in identifying
optimal programs and features.

Existing family
households:
families with
children comprised approximately 31% of
households.

Increasingly
large customer
base as a result
of population
trends, including
number of older
adults and number of families.

Respond to
diversification
of City with
The Strategic
multi-generaPlan calls for
development of a tional programs,
Downtown space accessible
for youth.
registration, and
programming
Changing recreinformation.
ation programming model with Implement
increased youth
a variety of
focus.
outreach tools to
elicit a greater
community
response.
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Youth programs are
currently decentralized
and inaccessible.
Promoting youth
development is
important to 61% of
respondents.

After-school programs,
summer enrichment
programs, family
activity participation
and teen programs
is the most pressing
community need.
Parks and recreation
is a valuable avenue
to engage youth in
activities.

recommendations
re co mm endati o ns with citywide impact c o n t i n u e d

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING
CONDITIONS

EMERGING
TRENDS

BENCHMARKS

6 Community Wellness Center

Department has
completed the
Senior Center
Accreditation
Process, and is
about to move
forward with
plans for a new
community wellness center that
will incorporate
current senior
programs and
enhance them.

Increasingly
large customer
base as a result
of population
trends, including
number of older
adults and number of families.

Redwood
City maintains
approximately
the median of
0.68 with 0.66
community centers per 10,000
population,
when compared
to benchmark
cities.

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING
CONDITIONS

EMERGING
TRENDS

BENCHMARKS

COMMUNITY
OPINION

7 Designated Off-Leash
Dog Park

City has one
existing dog
park located in
Redwood Shores.

Encourage fitness of dog owners by increasing
dedicated areas
for owners to
walk their dogs.

The City is
below the
median of 0.28
dog parks per
10,000 population with 0.13
dog parks
per 10,000
population.

Designated space
for pets and owners
contributes to today’s
quality of life.

6-1 Replace the Senior Center in Red Morton
Community Park with an age-inclusive community wellness center.

7-1 Solicit community input in identifying a
specific location in an existing or future park
located west of Highway 101 to designate a
fenced, off-leash dog area.

Respond to
diversification
of City with
multi-generational programs,
accessible
registration, and
programming
information.

COMMUNITY
OPINION

Redwood City
is above the
median of
12,056 square
feet of total
square acreage
of community
centers per
10,000 population with 15,333
square feet
per 10,000
population.

Survey respondents
requested a fenced-in,
conveniently-located
dog park for the City.
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re co mmendati ons with citywide im pact c o n t i n u e d

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING
CONDITIONS

EMERGING
TRENDS

8 Outdated Parks and Facilities

Redwood City
is a diverse
communityapproximately
50% White,
31% Hispanic or
Latino, 6% Asian,
2% Black or
African American,
according to U.S.
Census 2000.

Changing diversity of population
affects program
preferences and
awareness of
programs.

8-1 Periodically review and assess park and
recreation facilities to determine whether these
facilities should be updated or replaced to best
meet current and future community needs.
8-2 Develop a long-range replacement plan,
with schedule, for parks and facilities.
8-3 Periodically conduct needs assessments,
community surveys, public opinion polls, and
other research to determine changing community needs and priorities for parks and
recreation facilities and programs.

Existing spoken
language: 39%
of residents five
years and older
speak a language
other than
English; more
than half of this
group said they
speak English
“less than very
well”, according
to U.S. Census
2000.

BENCHMARKS

Existing facilities
and amenities
may not reflect
current lifestyles.
Increasing
age-appropriate
programs and
activities will be
important as
demographic
changes.
Increasing
demands to
incorporate and
accommodate
technology
into recreation
opportunities.

General timelines for facility
replacement
currently exist for
the Department.
Continued community outreach
and expanded
adult programming according
to the Strategic
Plan (2006-2007).
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COMMUNITY
OPINION

Nearly 80% of respondents are very satisfied
or satisfied with the
level of parks and
recreational facilities.
Keeping facilities
well-maintained, safe,
and open for residents
is a major priority in the
City.
According to the
majority of questionnaire respondents,
upgrading and improving existing facilities
is more important
than acquiring new
parkland.
Department’s primary
role is to engage community in parks and
recreation development process.
Handball facilities are
increasing in popularity.
Pressing community
need to address gang
prevention and to
engage ESL students.

recommendations

re co mm endati o ns with citywide impact c o n t i n u e d

EXISTING
CONDITIONS

EMERGING
TRENDS

BENCHMARKS

COMMUNITY
OPINION

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING
CONDITIONS

EMERGING
TRENDS

BENCHMARKS

COMMUNITY
OPINION

10 Resources and Funding

Existing partnerships: City
partners with
239 different
organizations.

Enabling access
to programs
and services
is increasingly
important as
demographic
changes.

Department staffing
shortage is a major
issue for the system.

Increasing number of people
participating
in recreational
programs and
activities.

There is significant
potential to develop
strategic partnerships
within the local and
regional context.

RECOMMENDATIONS

9 Facility Design and Construction
9-1 Incorporate new technology and related
infrastructure in facility design and construction, including green building techniques and
practices, as well as LEED certification.

10-1 Expand the use of volunteers in
Department programs and facilities.
10-2 Seek out opportunities for shared maintenance and joint use of lands and facilities with
other agencies and organizations.
10-3 Increase participation in grants programs
from government and private sectors.
10-4 Create a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization
that can solicit and receive donations from
individuals, private and corporate foundations,
and governmental sources on behalf of the
Department.
10-5 Explore the feasibility of collecting park
impact fees for commercial development.
10-6 Seek increased support from the General
Fund.
10-7 Quantify the Department’s contribution
from tournaments, special events and other
activities to economic development in the City.

Department
is a leader in
creating valuable
and sustainable
partnerships.
In 2006-2007, the
Department produced revenues
from rentals
recreation, internal services, and
grants totaling
12.3% of the total
General Fund
expenditures of
the total budget.
Council passed
an In-Lieu Fee
Ordinance in
September
2007 as part of
a General Plan
amendment
and associated
resolutions and
ordinances.

Increasing priority on health and
fitness and for
some, a medical
necessity.

Funding the improvement and maintenance
of facilities continues to
be a limiting factor.

Interviews with
decision makers and
agency partners
highlighted partnerships as a key tool for
addressing current and
future funding needs
and identifying creative
funding opportunities.
Some participants
suggested greater
use of volunteers to
support basic maintenance activities and
programming.

The Department
currently receives
61% of its funds
from the General
Plan Fund.

parks and facilities needs assessment
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RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING
CONDITIONS

11 Organizational Development

Plan results will
inform the new
General Plan.
The Community
Needs
Assessment
draws on data
from the current
Department
Strategic Plan.

11-1 Ensure that the Needs Assessment informs
the Department’s Strategic Plan and the
General Plan Update.
11-2 Recruit and develop staff as needed to
implement the recommendations in the Needs
Assessment.

EMERGING
TRENDS

BENCHMARKS

COMMUNITY
OPINION

BENCHMARKS

COMMUNITY
OPINION

recomme ndatio ns with Planning A r e a im pact
RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING
CONDITIONS

EMERGING
TRENDS

Downtown

The Downtown
Precise Plan
designates
specific future
projects and
improvements to
the network of
Downtown public
places.

Expanding
pathways and
trail connections
increase usability
by pedestrians
and bicyclists and
help to incorporate fitness into
daily lives.

Below current
level of service
goal for active
parkland in
the Downtown
Planning Area.

Increasing priority
on health and
fitness.

DT-1 Consider purchasing any available lands
for use as a mini park, community gathering
space, or linear park.
DT-2 Identify designated routes for walking and
bicycling, especially on prioritized routes identified in the Citywide recommendations.
DT-3 Target the acquisition of up to 25.08 acres
of active parkland to meet the 3.0 acres per
1,000 of population standard.

Growing population and shifting
demographic.

Additional 25.08 Enabling access
acres are needed to programs and
to meet standard. services is increasIdentified as
ingly important
a high need
as demographic
area and is the
changes.
highest priority
Increasing
land acquisition
number of people
Planning Area.
participating
in recreational
programs and
activities.
Growing demand
for organized
team sports,
which require
additional sports
fields, as a result
of growing population and shifting
demographic.
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Recent Downtown
efforts have been a
great success.
Ensuring adequate
parks and facilities for
all neighborhoods is of
great importance.
Growing need to
improve and expand
existing parks, recreation, and community
services and programs.
Parks create a gathering space, promote
health and wellness,
and increase local
housing value.
Nearly 96% of survey
respondents feel that
parks, recreation, and
community services
are very important or
important to the City’s
quality of life.
Developing trails or
pathways is a top
priority to 48% of
respondents.
Downtown area is
underserved.
Ensuring adequate
parks and facilities for
all neighborhoods is of
great importance.

recommendations
re co mm endati o ns with Planning A r ea im pact c o n t i n u e d

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING
CONDITIONS

EMERGING
TRENDS

North Redwood City

The North
Redwood City
Planning Area
is below current
level of service
goal for active
parkland.

Growing population and shifting
demographic.

NR-1 Target the acquisition of up to 17.33
acres of active parkland to meet the 3.0 acres
of active parkland per 1,000 of population
standard.

Increasing number of people
participating
in recreational
programs and
activities.

Additional 17.33
acres are needed
to meet standard. Growing demand
Identified as a
for organized
high need area.
team sports,
This is the second which require
highest priority
additional sports
land acquisition
fields, as a
Planning Area.
result of growing population
and shifting
demographic.
Increasing priority on health and
fitness and for
some, a medical
necessity.
Enabling access
to programs
and services
is increasingly
important as
demographic
changes.

BENCHMARKS

COMMUNITY
OPINION

Redwood City should
ensure adequate parks
and facilities for all
neighborhoods.
Growing need to
improve and expand
existing parks, recreation, and community
services and programs.
Parks create a gathering space, promote
health and wellness,
and increase local
housing value.
Nearly 96% of survey
respondents feel that
parks, recreation, and
community services
are very important or
important to the City’s
quality of life.
Promoting youth
development (68%
of respondents) and
connecting people
together, building
stronger families
and neighborhoods
(63% of respondents)
are important to
North Redwood City
residents.
87% of survey respondents participate in
recreation, cultural,
senior or sports
programs offered by
Redwood City.

parks and facilities needs assessment

|

77

recommendations
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RECOMMENDATIONS

South Redwood City

EXISTING
CONDITIONS

Below current
level of service
S-1 Target joint use agreements and land acquigoal for active
sition to provide up to an additional 16.80 acres
parkland, neighof active parkland in order to meet the 3.0 acres
borhood parks,
per 1,000 of population standard and half-mile
and mini parks
level of service guideline in this Planning Area.
in the South
S-2 Provide a combination of at least two to
Redwood City
three neighborhood parks and mini parks to
Planning Area.
meet the acreage standard.
Additional 16.80
S-3 Explore opportunities to increase connectiv- acres are needed
ity and provide recreation opportunities within
to meet standard.
the Hetch-Hetchy right-of-way.
Identified as a
high need area
and is the third
highest priority
land acquisition
Planning Area.

EMERGING
TRENDS

BENCHMARKS

Growing population and shifting
demographic.
Increasing number of people
participating
in recreational
programs and
activities.
Growing demand
for organized
team sports,
which require
additional sports
fields, as a
result of growing population
and shifting
demographic.
Increasing priority on health and
fitness and for
some, a medical
necessity.
Enabling access
to programs
and services
is increasingly
important as
demographic
changes.
Expanding pathways and trail
connections to
increase usability
by pedestrians
and bicyclists
and help to
incorporate
fitness into daily
lives.

COMMUNITY
OPINION

Connecting people
together, building
stronger families and
neighborhoods (83%
of respondents) and
promoting youth
development (65% of
respondents) is important to South Redwood
City residents.
87% of South
Redwood City respondents participate in
recreation, cultural,
senior, or sports
programs.
Ensuring adequate
parks and facilities for
all neighborhoods is of
great importance.
Growing need to
improve and expand
existing parks, recreation, and community
services and programs.
Parks create a gathering space, promote
health and wellness,
and increase local
housing value.
Nearly 96% of survey
respondents feel that
parks, recreation, and
community services
are very important or
important to the City’s
quality of life.
46% of South
Redwood City
respondents feel the
City should focus on
developing new parks.
48% of South
Redwood City
respondents feel trails
reserved for hiking
and walking are most
needed.

78

|

r e d w o o d c i t y pa r k s , r e c r e at i o n a n d c o m m u n i t y s e r v i c e s d e pa r t m e n t

recommendations

re co mm endati o ns with Planning A r ea im pact c o n t i n u e d

EMERGING
TRENDS

BENCHMARKS

COMMUNITY
OPINION

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING
CONDITIONS

Southeast Redwood City

Existing partnerships: City
partners 239
organizations.

Ensuring adequate
parks and facilities for
all neighborhoods is of
great importance.

Department
is a leader in
creating valuable
and sustainable
partnerships.

Growing need to
improve and expand
existing parks, recreation, and community
services and programs.

Below current
level of service
goal for active
parkland in
the Southeast
Redwood City
Planning Area.

Parks create a gathering space, promote
health and wellness,
and increase local
housing value.

SE-1 Pursue joint use agreements with any
agency or non-profit organization with land suitable for active recreation opportunities within
the City and in the surrounding unincorporated
County.
SE-2 Prioritize land acquisition for at least one
to two additional mini parks and one to two
neighborhood parks. Given the limited availability of land, the Department may need to
consider re-use of underused residential or
commercial properties.
SE-3 Target the acquisition of up to 7.61 acres
of active parkland to meet the 3.0 acres per
1,000 of population standard and level of
service goal in this Planning Area.

Additional 7.61
acres are needed
to meet standard.
Identified as a
high need area
and is the fourth
highest priority
land acquisition
Planning Area.

Nearly 96% of survey
respondents feel that
parks, recreation, and
community services
are very important or
important to the City’s
quality of life.
Families currently have
high participation,
interest in, and use of
recreation facilities,
requiring more space
for future growth and
expansion; nearly 79%
of survey respondents
participate in recreation, cultural, senior,
and sports programs.

parks and facilities needs assessment
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RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING
CONDITIONS

EMERGING
TRENDS

East of Highway 101

Below current
level of service
goal for active
parkland in the
East of Highway
101 Planning
Area.

Growing demand
for organized
team sports.

Waterfront does not
feel accessible or connected to the City.

Increasing number of people
participating
in recreational
programs and
activities.

Redwood Shores
residents reported few
activities interested
them.

EH-1 The Department should prioritize the
acquisition of a large parcel (upwards of 60
acres) for a community park/multi-sports
complex. Along with meeting Citywide needs
for active recreation, the proposed park should
include amenities that serve the needs of the
immediate neighborhood, such as a children’s
play area. If possible, these amenities should be
located in the area of the park closest to nearby
residences.
EH-2 Target the acquisition of up to 5.70 acres
of active parkland to meet the 3.0 acres per
1,000 of population standard and level of
service goal in this Planning Area.

BENCHMARKS

Additional 5.70
acres are needed
to meet standard. Increasing priorIdentified as a
ity on health and
high need area
fitness medical
and is the fifth
necessity.
highest priority
Growing populaland acquisition
tion and shifting
Planning Area.
demographic.

COMMUNITY
OPINION

Growing need to
improve and expand
existing parks and
recreation, and services
and programs.
Parks create a gathering space, promote
health and wellness,
and increase local
housing value.
Nearly 96% of survey
respondents feel that
parks, recreation, and
community services
are very important or
important to the City’s
quality of life.
Ensuring adequate
parks and facilities for
all neighborhoods is of
great importance.
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