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Attachment D

CD-Apollo Rojas
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

CD-William Chui
Wednesday, July 10, 2019 3:33 PM
CD-Apollo Rojas
FW: ADU- 140 Elwood Street

FYI
From: todd@toddlfreeman.com [mailto:todd@toddlfreeman.com]
Sent: Wednesday, July 10, 2019 3:07 PM
To: CD‐William Chui <wchui@redwoodcity.org>
Subject: RE: ADU‐ 140 Elwood Street
Thanks.
My issue is very simple, the typical single car garage is perhaps 12 x 20. Depending on setbacks, the owner would
probably have to expand the footprint
of the existing garage to make something workable. Allowing for stairs to that second story would take up at least a third
of the available space, and make a second story impractical.
A two car garage is probably close to 22 x 20, or 440 square feet, given setbacks and stair considerations a 280 square
foot limit is arbitrary and TOO SMALL and renders
the project uneconomic and impractical.
If your overall goal is both economic and esthetic, then forget the size limit, and work to mitigate impact on neighbors
insofar as light and privacy through design elements.
My goal in putting together an ADU is to build something I’d be comfortable living in, not some little studio hovel with a
hotplate and a Murphy bed.
Thanks for your consideration.
From: CD‐William Chui <wchui@redwoodcity.org>
Sent: Wednesday, July 10, 2019 2:39 PM
To:
Subject: RE: ADU‐ 140 Elwood Street
Hi Todd,
Thanks for the email. The size limitations are being considered, however it has not been approved by the City Council.
The City Council will review the proposed amendments at a public hearing on July 22, 2019. You can always attend the
meeting and provide comments, or you send me an email or letter and I’ll forward it to the City Council. You may also
contact them directly through email which is on the City website: https://www.redwoodcity.org/city‐hall/city‐
council/members
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William Chui, AICP

Associate Planner
Phone: (650) 780-5916
E-mail: wchui@redwoodcity.org
www.redwoodcity.org

From:
Sent: Wednesday, July 10, 2019 12:07 PM
To: CD‐William Chui <wchui@redwoodcity.org>
Subject: ADU‐ 140 Elwood Street
William:
My son and I met with you almost a year ago to discuss the possibility of constructing an ADU
over our two car garage.
At the time, expanding into the backyard seemed infeasible given the 10 foot setback required at the time.
You explained that a second story made so much more sense even allowing for the additional two foot setback required
on the two sides facing our neighbors to the side and rear.
We met with an architect and had tentative plans drawn up, but now faced with the new proposed regulations we’re
in a bit of a quandary. Bottom line, our existing garage measures 20 x 22. Allowing for a 2 foot setback, the upstairs
dimensions
could be 18 x 20, or 360 square feet. The proposed regs seem to suggest that 280 square feet is the maximum second
story,
which strikes me as a terrible waste of potential.
Are we in fact limited to 280 square feet ?
Thanks for your time.
Best regards, Todd

Todd L Freeman, CFP®, CLU, ChFC, AIF®
1601 El Camino Real #201
Belmont, Ca 94002
(650) 595-1791 Phone
(650)595-4317 Fax
www.ToddLFreeman.com Website
Securities offered through Cambridge Investment Research, Inc., a Broker/Dealer, Member FINRA/SIPC.
The information in this email is confidential and is intended solely for the addressee.
If you are not the intended addressee and have received this email in error, please reply to the
sender to inform them of this fact.
We cannot accept trade orders through email.
Important letters, e-mail or fax messages should be confirmed by calling 650-595-1791.
This e-mail service may not be monitored every day, or after normal business hours.
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City Council

7/16/19

c/o City Clerk
1017 Middlefield Road, Redwood City, CA 94063
Redwood City

Dear City Council,
I am writing to express my objection of the below proposals from the city for the amendments to the
second story ADU ordinance which would be to:



Reduce maximum heights for second-story ADUs above garages from 28 ft. to 20 ft. to limit height
and mass and to keep units secondary to the single-family home.
Limit portions of the ADU above garages to 280 square feet.

These proposals restrict many homeowners the ability to add a desirable living space on their property,
these go against the State of California’s goals to solving the housing crisis through promoting ADU’s.
Such proposal is not consistent with the housing element and does not align with housing and
community development nor the State of CA.
Such a small size and height restrictions on second story is burdensome and undesirable living space.
Attached is also the letter from housing and Community development dated June 5th 2019 which is
clearly against these proposals from city of Redwood City.
The city can have privacy guidelines and noticing policies like other cities to resolve and mitigate privacy
issues rather than coming up with such aggressive anti ADU amendment proposals to reduce the size
and height of the ADU.
I request the city council to not approve this proposal.
Sincerely,
Ratna Bhavsar

Resources:
https://www.redwoodcity.org/departments/community-development-department/planninghousing/planning-services/planning-codes-development-standards/accessory-dwelling-unit-ordinance
https://meetings.redwoodcity.org/AgendaOnline/Documents/ViewDocument/ATTACHMENT%202%20%20HCD%20MEMO.pdf?meetingId=2024&documentType=Agenda&itemId=2243&publishId=3349&isSe
ction=false
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