JANUARY

through
JUNE 2020

New Day! Join us every third TUESDAY
of the month at noon at the Downtown Library
to discuss a good book or two. Come to all or
any meeting you wish. See you there!
» January 21 | Virginia Woolf’s Mrs. Dalloway
» February 18 | Nassim Taleb’s The Black Swan - The Impact of the Highly Improbable
» March 17 | Flannery O'Connor’s Collected Stories (selections)

» April 21 | T. S. Eliot’s The Cocktail Party
» May 19 | Hernan Diaz’s In the Distance
» June 16 | Malcolm Gladwell’s Talking to Strangers - What We Should Know About the People We Don't Know
For more information, call 650.780.7018 or e-mail Gene Suarez at gsuarez@redwoodcity.org
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January 21 | Virginia Woolf’s Mrs. Dalloway
This brilliant novel explores the hidden springs of thought and action in one day of a woman's life. Direct
and vivid in her account of the details of Clarissa Dalloway's preparations for a party she is to give that
evening, Woolf ultimately managed to reveal much more; for it is the feeling behind these daily events
that gives Mrs. Dalloway its texture and richness and makes it so memorable. —Houghton

February 18 | Nassim Taleb’s The Black Swan—The Impact of the Highly Improbable
The Black Swan examines the role of the unexpected, discussing why improbable events are not
anticipated or understood properly, and how humans rationalize the black swan phenomenon to
make it appear less random.
—Publisher

March 17 | Flannery O'Connor’s Collected Stories (selections)
In her short lifetime, Flannery O’Connor became one of the most distinctive American writers of the
twentieth century. By birth a native of Georgia and a Roman Catholic, O’Connor depicts, in all its comic
and horrendous incongruity, the limits of worldly wisdom and the mysteries of divine grace in the
“Christ-haunted” Protestant South. This Library of America collection, the most comprehensive ever
published, contains all of her novels and short-story collections, as well as nine other stories, eight of her
most important essays, and a selection of 259 witty, spirited, and revealing letters, twenty-one published here.
—Library of America

April 21 | T. S. Eliot’s The Cocktail Party
The Cocktail Party, the first of T. S. Eliot's plays to reach anything approaching a wide audience, is
noteworthy for its abandonment of the esoteric, lofty tone of his previous plays. This shift seems
consistent with Eliot's growing concern, as revealed in The Idea of a Christian Society, with the religion
of the hearth, rather than with the religion of the cloister—that mode of Christianity which "the great
majority of the people" rather than recluses can practise. —Robert A. Colby, University of Toronto
Quarterly, 1954. muse.jhu.edu/article/557836

May 19 | Hernan Diaz’s In the Distance
A young Swedish boy finds himself penniless and alone in California. He travels East in search of his
brother, moving on foot against the great push to the West. Driven back over and over again on his
journey through vast expanses, Håkan meets naturalists, criminals, religious fanatics, Indians, and
lawmen, and his exploits turn him into a legend. Diaz defies the conventions of historical fiction and
genre (travel narratives, the bildungsroman, nature writing, the Western), offering a probing look at
the stereotypes that populate our past and a portrait of radical foreignness. —Publisher

June 16 | Malcolm Gladwell’s Talking to Strangers—What We Should Know About the People We Don't Know
Like his New Yorker articles and previous books, Gladwell's newest is chock-full of gripping anecdotes
from the recent and forgotten past, from Amanda Knox's overturned murder conviction to the double
agents who sunk the CIA's spying efforts in 1980s Cuba. He uses these riveting stories to offer up bite-size
observations about how we engage with strangers. —Copyright 2019 Booklist Reviews

