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EVENTS

Summer
Events for
Everyone

MUSIC ON THE SQUARE
6-8pm at Courthouse Square
AUG. 5 - Steel ‘n’ Chicago
(Chicago & Steely Dan Tribute)
AUG. 12 – Branded (Country Party Band)
AUG. 19 – Foreverland
(Michael Jackson Tribute)
AUG. 26 - Art on the Square –
Boys of Summer (Eagles Tribute)
SEPT. 2 –Pride and Joy (Pop/Soul)
MUSIC IN THE PARK
6-8pm at Stafford Park, corner of
King St. & Hopkins Ave.
AUG. 3 - Zydeco Flames (Zydeco)
AUG. 10 - Janel and the Heist (Dance Band)
AUG. 17 - Top Shelf (Motown)

Redwood City invites the community for its
10th season of free events and entertainment.
Every week throughout the summer, fun-filled
activities for all ages will be featured on beautiful
Courthouse Square and throughout Redwood
City. The summer events kicked off in June with
Movies on the Square every Thursday, Music
on the Square every Friday and Music in the
Park every Wednesday, continuing each week
throughout the summer. Sounds of the Shores
takes its summer music out to Redwood Shores
on select Sundays as well.

every budget. Kidchella, a kid’s concert series, is
back for its fourth year with Andy-Z as he brings
his high energy to Courthouse Square. Families
will enjoy free live music, along with an inflatable
playland and more this summer! Celebrating its
33rd year, San Francisco Shakespeare Festival
brings its performance of “The Winters Tale” to
downtown Redwood City for three weekends
in August, offering professional theater in the
relaxing outdoor setting of Sequoia Campus. Plan
your summer in Redwood City, taking advantage of
the beautiful weather and plenty of fun festivities.

Complementing Music on the Square, ART
on the Square showcases original painting,
photography, jewelry, and more at prices for

For summer events and festivals visit the city’s
webpage here: http://redwoodcity.org/residents/
redwood-city-events

SOUNDS OF THE SHORES
5-7pm at Marlin Park, corner of
Neptune & Cringle
AUG. 21 – The Rip Tides
(Beach Boys Party Band)
KIDCHELLA
11-1pm at Courthouse Square
AUG. 21 – Alison Faith Levy’s
Big Time Tot Rock
SEPT. 18 – Andy Z and the Andyland Band
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RED MORTON PARK
RENOVATION

JOIN THE
CONVERSATION

The City of Redwood City
will be seeking community
input on the park’s
renovation planning efforts
later this fall.

Be informed and stay
connected with the City
of Redwood City, and find
out where to locate the
latest information.

EL CAMINO REAL PLAN

Planning for the critical
arterial and Historic
Landmark that connects
communities from San
Francisco to San Jose,
begins this month.
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READING PRIZE

Summer Learning Challenge — Join Now!
Redwood City Library is challenging community
members of all ages who like to read or would
like to win prizes for reading. Anyone can take
the challenge and win weekly prizes for reading
including baseball tickets, museum passes and
tickets to the Exploratorium! To participate
in the challenge, sign up online or at your local
Redwood City library. There will be weekly
drawings every Wednesday at each Redwood
City Library branch all summer long. In support
of the Summer Reading Challenge, Derek the
library director has agreed to play dress up. For

every 1,000 summer reading sign-ups, a piece of
silly costume clothing will be added on to Derek
the director.
To sign up for the Summer Learning Challenge,
go to Redwood City’s Public Library website here:
http://redwoodcity.org/departments/library
Follow the fun at #DerektheDirector on the
City of Redwood City and Library Facebook and
Instagram pages.

COMMUNITY AWARD

City of Redwood City Awarded
Bike Friendly Community
Bronze Level Award
LIBRARY

Fair Oaks Library
Offers iPad
Lending Service
The Fair Oaks Branch Library in Redwood City
has recently launched an iPad lending service,
making them the first library in San Mateo
County to offer iPads to check out and use at
home. The Fair Oaks Branch Library has 50 iPads
available to check out and use at home for up
to a week. The iPads have educational apps that
have been recommended by the Redwood City
School District for students in pre-kindergarten
through second grade. Community members are
able to check out the iPad at no cost using their
free Peninsula Library System library card. The
iPads are fully functional and no internet access
is required. The iPad lending service is funded by
Facebook and the Latino Community Council
of Redwood City. Stop by the Fair Oaks Branch
Library to learn more!

Redwood City was recently awarded a Bike
Friendly Community (BFC) Bronze Level
Award by the League of American Bicyclists,
joining 372 communities from across the
country. With the announcement of 34 new
and renewing BFCs today, Redwood City joins
a leading group of communities in all 50 states
that are transforming neighborhoods to be bike
and pedestrian friendly.
In celebration of this award, the City is featuring
projects that strive to reduce congestion,
enhance air quality and make it easier and safer
to use a bike in Redwood City. These include
the Middlefield Road Enhancement Project,
Highway 101 Undercrossing and the recent
Brewster Avenue Project that modified the
roadway to increase safety for all roadway uses.
The City is also working on a number of studies
and regional coordination efforts that will
further the City’s bicycle friendly status and
support transportation priorities citywide.
A Citywide Transportation Plan is to be
completed in the fall of 2017, which will assess

the current state of the City’s transportation
system and engage our community in identifying,
prioritizing, and tracking the performance of
transportation projects and programs.
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CITY NEWS

50/50 Sidewalk Program is Back!
Redwood City has reinstated a popular program
to assist home owners with sidewalk repairs.
The City’s 50/50 Cost Share Sidewalk Repair
Program is available to qualifying residential and
non-profit properties. Property owners have two
options for sidewalk repair: They can make the
repairs themselves by hiring a licensed contractor
and obtaining the proper permits from the City
prior to beginning work, or they may use the
City’s sidewalk repair contract. Many property
owners find this to be the most efficient and costeffective option because no permits are needed

and property owners can take advantage of the City’s
lower contract pricing. To see if your project qualifies
for the program, simply contact the Public Works
Services Department with details about the damaged
sidewalk. Call (650) 780–7464 or report sidewalk
defects on your smartphone through myRWC, the
City’s customer service app. City staff will respond to
the inquiry and determine if the project is eligible for
the 50/50 Cost Share Program.
For more details about myRWC, go to the City’s
website at www.redwoodcity.org.

CITY NEWS

YMCA/City Project Update
Redwood City has partnered with the YMCA of
Silicon Valley to create a shared intergenerational
community center to serve current and future
residents, ensuring the long-term vitality and
livability of our community. The City and the YMCA
hold a common vision for expanding health, wellness,
recreational and social opportunities to meet the
area’s diverse needs, and this joint project will
leverage each entity’s strengths and experience.
The project includes a campus of buildings and
spaces including Veterans Memorial Senior
Center Building, Herkner Pool, Wellness Center
(Old 49er Building), Resource Building (City
Administration and Senior Center Gift Shop), and
the NFL Alumni Building.

At the June 27 City Council meeting, the Council
directed the City Manager to execute an exclusive
negotiating agreement (ENA) to solidify the City/
YMCA partnership. The ENA allows the City and
YMCA of Silicon Valley to exclusively negotiate
the details of the project but does not obligate
the City to approve any plan. Future agreements
would need to be negotiated and approved; if
there is a project, this would include a ground
lease, development agreement, rights of access
areement, and operating agreement.

This process will include community workshops,
design charrettes, traffic and noise studies, parking
analysis, and other studies that might be needed.
For more about the project and to learn more
about ways to provide input visit here: http://
redwoodcity.org/departments/parks-recreation-andcommunity-services/current-improvement-projects

In addition, the City has set aside $5 million in
the Fiscal Year 2016-2017 Capital Improvement
Program (CIP) to begin a number of project
milestones including launching the CEQA process.

DOWNTOWN

New Downtown Website Offers Scoop
on Restaurants, Retail and Events
Redwood City’s downtown website, www.
downtownredwoodcity.org is the online home
of the Peninsula’s entertainment hub with
information on available retail, restaurants,
events and more. The site now offers a downtown
restaurant and business guide that includes a
comprehensive list of all businesses in Downtown
Redwood City like clothing shops, salons,
bookstores and more. The downtown guide

also lists favorite restaurants and cafes with
links, phone numbers, and addresses to make it
easier for users to find what they’re looking for.
Information on transportation and parking is also
available on the website. The mobile-compatible
dining and business guide is a one-stop shop for
finding countless stores of interest or a new place
to dine and enjoy cocktails. Check it out!
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CITY NEWS

Red Morton Park Renovation
The City of Redwood City will be seeking
community input on the Red Morton Park
renovation planning efforts later this fall. The
Capital Improvement Program budget includes
project funding of $1.1 million to completely
renovate the large playground and picnic area on
the west side (or Valota side) of Red Morton Park.
The City has secured a landscape architecture firm
and is working to develop a community outreach
process to create a master plan for the park and
consider other amenities to add to the park.
Objectives of the park improvements include:

1

Improve circulation throughout the
park — specifically the connections between
buildings (existing and future), fields, and
play spaces, and other amenities including:
neighborhood entrances to the park, addition of
bike and pedestrian friendly pathways, as well as
safe crossings to and from streets that surround
the park.

2
3

Create a new and improved playground for all
and renovate the picnic area.

Create a master plan for improved play
spaces, sports field spectator areas,
landscaping and more.

Look out for more details later this summer
about this important park project. For details and
future updates, visit the City’s Park, Recreation
and Community Services page here: http://
redwoodcity.org/departments/parks-recreationand-community-services/current-improvementprojects

SMC ALERT SIGN UP

Get Emergency Updates
Get emergency updates with the City’s
emergency alert notification system used
to immediately contact you during urgent
or emergency situations. You can set alerts
to send emergency and non-emergency
text, email and voice messages to your email
accounts, cell phones, smartphones and
tablets, and to landline phones.
SMC Alert features include:
• customizable alerts including public safety,
wildlife and road closure notifications;
• map-based technology; and
• property notifications to smaller
neighborhoods based on a user’s location.
Alert types may include life safety, fire,
weather, accidents involving utilities or
roadways, or disaster notifications such as a
terrorist attack.

Here are a few ways to sign up for this service:

1
2

Visit smcalert.info and follow the
registration instructions.

Text your zipcode to 888777. This is a
completely anonymous opt-in where no
address or email address data is retained. You
will then receive text message alerts from SMC
Alert and Nixle.
SMC ALERT is free (though your carrier may
charge you a fee to receive alerts on your
wireless device) and available throughout San
Mateo County.
For more information visit, http://www.
redwoodcity.org/departments/fire-department/
disaster-preparedness/emergency-alert-system

PARKING

Neighborhood
Parking Reports
In response to various reports of parking
challenges in certain Redwood City
neighborhoods, the City established an internal
cross-department working group to discuss
neighborhood parking issues, potential solutions
and regional best practices. A report is expected
to be provided to the City Council in September
with additional details and recommendations.

WWW.REDWOODCITY.ORG
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THE ARTS

City of Redwood City Public Art Program
The City Council recently approved the creation
of an Art in Public Places Fund. Money from this
fund may be used to procure publically accessible
original works of art on City or private property.
The decision to establish this program came from
feedback from the Redwood City community.
When community members were asked to identify
new City amenities, public art was among the top
three choices.
In addition to establishing this fund, an ordinance
was adopted to require 1% of the City’s Capital
Outlay Fund to be set aside to fund future public
art.
Contributions from private development projects
within Redwood City will also be added to this
fund and provide public art in the community.
New development projects over 50,000 square
feet must now provide publically visible art on-site
that is equal in value to at least 1% of the project’s
construction valuation. In lieu of placing art on
their project site, developers may choose to make
a contribution of equal value to the Art in Public
Places Fund. Redwood City recognizes public art as
a means for promoting vibrancy, defining cultural

uniqueness, supporting economic development,
building community, and improving the quality
of life for those who live, work and play here. The
approval of this program leads Redwood City
towards its goal that “Redwood City is the place
on the Peninsula to experience and enjoy visual,
performing arts, and cultural events by 2030.”

For more about the City’s public art programs
including utility box art, shadow art, interactive
wall murals and more, go here:
http://redwoodcity.org/departments/parksrecreation-and-community-services/public-art

PULSEPOINT

A Mobile App
Alert System
The City of Redwood City and San Carlos fire
departments urge residents to join PulsePoint,
a 9-1-1 connected free mobile app designed to
alert CPR-trained citizens of sudden cardiac
arrest emergencies nearby. Fifty-seven percent
(57%) of US adults say they’ve had CPR
training, and most would be willing to use CPR
or an Automated External Defibrillator (AED) to
help save a stranger’s life.
With PulsePoint, community members who are
willing to assist in an emergency can now be
notified if someone near them is having a cardiac
arrest and requires CPR. Individuals will only be
notified if the cardiac emergency is in a public
location. The location-aware application will
alert trained community members in the vicinity
simultaneous with the dispatch of advanced

medical services. The application also directs
individuals to the exact location of the closest
publically accessible AED.
Community members interested in joining
PulsePoint can go to their mobile phone’s app
store and type in PulsePoint to download the
application. Once it’s downloaded, go to the main

menu and click “Agencies.” Once in that window
type in Redwood City, CA and click “Follow.” By
following Redwood City, enrollees automatically
follow all San Mateo County agencies.
For more details on PulsePoint, visit
http://www.pulsepoint.org
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POLICE DEPARTMENT

Downtown Substation & Team
As the City’s downtown continues to grow in
density, activity and character, the Redwood
City Police Department recently implemented
the Downtown Services Unit, a five-member
team of specially trained officers with a wellestablished work history of solving problems
through public partnerships. These officers
also have specialized training and experience in
assisting those facing challenges posed by mental
illness and homelessness. Aside from conducting
traditional vehicle patrols, these officers spend a
considerable amount of patrol time on foot and

on bicycles in order to have greater connectivity
with downtown area community. Downtown
Services Unit members will also further enhance
recent improvements made at Sequoia Station
resulting from the implementation of the Project
Safe program in 2013. While the Downtown
Services Unit is already in full-swing, a storefront
police substation will be opened next to the Fox
Theatre during the summer of 2016 to provide a
convenient access point for police services in the
downtown area during large events.

JOIN THE CONVERSATION

Be Informed, Stay Connected
Interested in development but not sure where to
locate the latest information? Just moved to the
Redwood City community and not sure how to get
information about community events, programs
and services? Wondering how to connect with the
City of Redwood City through social media?
The City wants to hear from residents about
major issues facing the community and make sure
you know about opportunities to provide input.
Depending on your interest, we have a way to
keep you connected and informed.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
INFORMATION

The City of Redwood City offers a variety of ways
to stay up to date on development being proposed
or under construction in the community.
NEW DEVELOPMENTS PAGE

Have you checked out the City’s new Current
Development Projects webpage? Find information
about major development projects at various stages
of the City’s review process or under construction.
This web portal includes infrastructure projects in
addition to commercial, housing and mixed-use
development projects.
To view this new resource, go here:
http://redwoodcity.org/departments/communitydevelopment-department/planning-housing/
planning-services/current-projects
SIGN-UP FOR PERMIT APPLICATION ALERTS

Want to know when a permit application is
submitted in your neighborhood or anywhere in

Redwood City? The City offers a new system so
that you are alerted via email whenever a permit is
submitted to the City.
The City partnered with a local startup, BuildingEye,
that offers online information at any time about
Redwood City permit applications.
To sign up for email alerts or to view a map of
permit applications, go here:
https://redwoodcity.buildingeye.com/planning

STAY CONNECTED: SOCIAL MEDIA,
EMERGENCY ALERTS, & NEXTDOOR
NEW PUBLIC HEARING & NOTICES WEBPAGE

The City recently launched a new web portal
that includes a list of all public hearings and
notices in one place. This provides the public with
greater access to information about development
discussions, construction impacts and projects
planned in your neighborhood and other notices.

UPCOMING MEETINGS & DIALOGUES
JOIN THE CONVERSATION ON
IMPORTANT TOPICS BEING
DISCUSSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL

Join the conversation and provide input on
important issues facing the community! The City
launched the Join the Conversation campaign
earlier this year, providing advance information
about upcoming conversations and meetings
taking place so that community members have
more time to provide input and feedback.
For more details, go here: http://www.
redwoodcity.org/residents/join-the-conversation

BOARD, COMMISSION, COMMITTEE MEETINGS

On a weekly basis, the City provides dates and
times for upcoming City Board, Commission and
Committee meetings. These meetings are
open to the public and include a variety of
topics such as development proposals, housing
initiatives, traffic and transportation and more.
To sign up for the City’s weekly eNews
for community updates and City Board,
Commission, and Committee meetings, go to
http://redwoodcity.org/city-hall/sign-up-fornewsletters-2709 and click Redwood City eNews.
To view all Boards, Commissions and Committee
meetings options, go here: http://redwoodcity.
org/city-hall/city-council/advisory-bodies-andcommittees

STAY INFORMED: WATCH MEETINGS
ONLINE, TAKE ONLINE SURVEYS &
REPORT AN ISSUE
WATCH CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS ONLINE

You may know that the City Council typically
meets wice a month. We know how busy
community members are though! If you can’t
attend in person, you can watch the City Council
meetings online at http://www.redwoodcity.org/
departments/city-clerk/city-council-meetingsagendas-and-minutes. Catch up on the meeting
highlights the day after via Twitter, Facebook,
or Nextdoor or send an email to City Council
members at council@redwoodcity.org sharing
your thoughts on a topic in advance or after the
City Council meeting.

WWW.REDWOODCITY.ORG
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ONLINE SURVEYS

The City is develping new ways for the
community to provide input. Look out for
online surveys to provide feedback on various
issues facing the community. Thank you to
those members of the community who recently
submitted feedback on water features at City
parks.
SUBMIT A PROBLEM OR SERVICE REQUEST

Residents can quickly report an issue in their
neighborhood by using myRWC, a simpler
app that puts City Hall at your fingertips. The
best way to use myRWC is to download the
app onto your smartphone by following the
instructions here: http://redwoodcity.org/
departments/city-manager/city-manager-sinitiatives/myrwc-report-problem-request-service
CITY BLOG

The City’s blog Redwood City VOICE offers
updates on a number of City programs,
initiatives and issues facing the City.
Recently, the City highlighted various aspects
of the City’s recommended FY 2016–2017
operating and capital budget through a budget
blog series.
To read this blog series or other blog posts, go
here: https://medium.com/redwood-city-voice
OTHER WAYS TO CONNECT

To sign up to receive emergency alerts, go here:
http://redwoodcity.org/residents/emergencyalert-system
To volunteer, go here: http://redwoodcity.org/
residents/volunteer-get-involved
To know what summer events are planned, go
here: http://redwoodcity.org/residents/redwoodcity-events
For the City’s calendar of events, go here:
http://redwoodcity.org/about-the-city/welcome/
city-events-calendar
To find out what neighborhood association you
are in, go here: http://redwoodcity.org/residents/
neighborhoods/neighborhood-associations

EL CAMINO REAL CORRIDOR

Planning Effort To Begin this July
El Camino Real is a critical arterial and
California Historic Landmark that connects
communities from San Francisco to San Jose.
Over time it has evolved into an auto-oriented
thoroughfare with inconsistent amenities
for pedestrians, bicyclists, businesses, and
residents. Given its regional prominence and
common issues, the Grand Boulevard Initiative
(GBI) was developed to achieve a shared vision
that links transportation and land use. It is a
collaboration of the 19 cities and two counties
who have jurisdiction within the corridor to
rethink its potential for housing and urban
development, balancing the need for cars and
parking with viable options for transit, walking,
and biking.
The vision for El Camino Real, as outlined in
the General Plan, is to transform the corridor
into a “Grand Boulevard” that supports walking,
transit, bicycling, and economic development.
Corridors function as a community and
neighborhood connection, as well as place
for shopping, living and working. In 2011
and 2013, the City rezoned sections of the
corridor to Mixed Use Corridor - El Camino
Real (MUC-ECR), Mixed Use Neighborhood
(MUN), Mixed Use Live/ Work (MULW), and
Downtown Precise Plan (DTPP), consistent
with the General Plan’s principles.
While the zoning districts provide a good
foundation, they are not integrated well
and lack the seamless transition between
adjacent land uses. The El Camino Real
Corridor Plan will provide a detailed review
of the existing conditions and build off of the

existing development standards to create a
comprehensive plan for the entire corridor.
The plan will not increase height limits or
intensify uses beyond existing zoning standards.
Objectives of the planning effort:
• Consolidate recently zoned areas into a
cohesive plan;
• Develop strategies to address current
development challenges, such as small,
narrow, and shallow lots with different
ownership;
• Improve its relationship with the Transit
Center (Caltrain station), downtown
core (Downtown Precise Plan area), and
surrounding neighborhoods;
• Improve the streetscape for a complete
redesign to promote walking, transit,
bicycling, and economic development;
• Incorporate the community benefits,
such as strategies for affordable housing,
transitions from the corridor to the
neighborhoods, and vibrant streetscapes;
• Create a more friendly place for the
people who live and work here: parents,
kids, commuters, homeowners, and
local businesses; and
• Provide comprehensive business
retention program.
Track progress on development of the plan
at http://www.redwoodcity.org/departments/
community-development-department/
planning-housing/planning-services/generalplan-precise-plans/el-camino-real-corridorplan
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TRANSIT

Transportation
Studies and Plans
Underway
Enhancing mobility—making it easier for us to
get where we need to go in Redwood City and
beyond—is important to the City and thanks to
the City Council’s leadership the City has 29
transportation-related programs, projects and
initiatives in progress. This includes a number of
studies to address and balance the needs of drivers,
pedestrians, bicyclists and those taking transit in
Redwood City.
Residents serving on the Complete Streets
Advisory Committee are reviewing the City’s
current traffic calming program and the residential
permit parking program. It is anticipated that the
Committee will make recommendations to the City
Council this September. In addition, the City is
beginning to implement a Transportation Demand
Management program to address congestion and
mobility through a range of strategies.
Numerous studies are underway to review parking,
implement transportation demand management
strategies, and help pedestrians and bicyclists move
around Redwood City more easily. Your input on
these efforts is welcome, and we will announce
opportunities to be involved through our Join the
Conversation campaign.
Key dates include:
• Sept. 12, 2016: City Council study session
on City’s Parking and Transportation Demand
Management Initiative and Options for Addressing
Neighborhood Parking;
• To Be Completed Spring 2017: Downtown
Transit Center and Broadway/Streetcar/Urban
Circulation Studies;
• To Be Completed Summer 2017: Stanford’s
Neighborhood Safety Enhancement Program
plan; and
• To Be Completed Fall 2017: Citywide
Transportation Plan.
For more details visit: www.redwoodcity.org/
jointheconversation

PARKING

Downtown Parking
Improvements
Did you know that the City recently invested
in new signage downtown so that visitors can
more easily find parking? New sensors are being
added so that you know before you enter a
garage if parking is available, and new technology
and parking infrastructure is being installed to
improve your parking experience. Public parking
has just been added at Crossing 900 Garage
and is available on nights and weekends, and new
parking meters will be installed this summer to
make it easier to park on the streets of downtown
Redwood City.
Join the Conversation this September when
the City Council receivces an update on
downtown parking. The Study Session will be
held at City Hall, Council Chambers at 7pm on
Monday, Sept. 12, 2016. For additional details
and other important topics being discussed by
the City Council, visit www.redwoodcity.org/
jointheconversation

Redwood
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@RedwoodCity
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myRWC www.redwoodcity.org/myrwc

We’re now on Snapchat!
Follow us @RedwoodCityGov

