WHATINTHE WORLD IS THE HHUMAN 1.1 BRARY?

s I have shared the Redwood City
Public Library service priorities for
this year with various people, the most
frequent question I’ve been asked is,
“What is the Human Library?” Piloting
a luman Library progrium is one of
the library’s actions to support the
community aspiration to help Redwood
City be welcoming and inclusive, celebrate the diversity
of’our population, and enjoy a friendly, neighborly
community spirit.
Started in Copenhagen, Denmark, in 2000, the

Human Library is « program in which participants

have the opportunity to “borrow” a person for a
conversation, much in the way people borrow a book

to read (although not for three weeks at a time!). The
goal of the program is to build a positive [ramework for
conversations to challenge stercotypes and prejudices
through one-on-one conversations. Over the course of
a day, the collection of “human books™ is available for

15~ to 20-minute conversations, and participants can
sign up for an appointment with the human or humans
ol their choice.

The humans availuble for conversations have stories
to tell about their lives and are willing to answer
questions from community members (hrough these
one-on-one conversations. When San Diego Public
Library held a Human Library program in 2017, their
humans included a Mustin, a wiple ampuiee, a veleran,
a homeless advocate, a relugee, a transgender individual
and more. The idea is to foster confmunication between
individuals who might not have an opportunity (o
interact with each other on a daily basis.

Redwood City Public Library is planning to hold
its first Human Library program in mid-Septemiber
to coincide with Welcoming America’s national
celebration of Welcoming Week. ‘The library will be
partnering with Redwood City Together, an initiative
of the community collaborative Redwood City 2020.
Redwood City Together has facilitated numerous world

calé-style group conversations over the last few yeurs,
but the focos on individual conversations will bring

new level of learning and relationship building o the

idea ol community conversations.

The library is currently working on building its “collection”
of humans, so il you or someone you know liis a story
to telband might be willing 1o share itin this context,
please reach vut w Sereny Gregorio ul sgregorioq
redwoodcity.org, and we can provide more intormation
about the program, Likewise, il you are interested in
attending the program, email Serens, and we will keep
youup to date as the program develops.

1o learn more about the Hunin Library, visit wiww,
humantibrary.org, To learn more about Redwood € ity Public
Library’s service prioritics, visit wwawv.redwoodci ity.org/
departments/library/eepl-into/service- -prioritics,

Editor’s note: This article is supplicd by Deick Wolfuram,
library director at the Redweood City Public Library:



