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Redwood City Advisory Redistricting Committee Workplan 

 

Purpose 

The purpose of the Advisory Redistricting Committee (ARC) is to conduct a robust, community-driven 

redistricting effort on behalf of the City Council of the City of Redwood City.  

 

Role and Objective 

1. Lead a redistricting effort on behalf of the City Council in a transparent, comprehensive, and 

inclusive manner, providing all residents an opportunity to participate. 

2. Use knowledge of Redwood City’s people and places, in conjunction with public testimony on 

communities of interest and 2020 United States Census data to inform decisions and 

recommendations on the adjustment of district boundaries.  

3. With the support of City staff and consulting staff, guide the development of a district boundary 

map and make a recommendation to the City Council for final consideration and approval no later 

than December 6, 2021.  

 

Committee Requirements 

1. Comply with all the applicable state and federal laws, including the Fair Maps Act, Federal Voting 

Rights Act of 1965, and the Ralph M. Brown Act. 

2. Prioritize the following criteria in order of importance, to the extent practicable: 

1. Ensure districts are geographically contiguous.  

2. Preserve the integrity of neighborhoods and local communities of interest. 

3. Ensure districts are easily understandable by community members. 

4. Encourage district compactness and avoid bypassing a nearby population in order to 

reach a distant population.  

3. Minimize the dilution of votes and avoid the fragmentation or over-compaction of minority and 

disadvantaged communities. 

4. To the extent possible, recognize the importance of parks, open spaces, and public facilities in the 

development of district boundaries. 

5. Ensure that minority and disadvantaged communities have opportunities to participate in the 

redistricting process, including specific opportunities for timely and meaningful comment. 

6. Consider all maps created by any member of the public through the public participation process. 
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Meeting and Workshop Requirements 

1. Ensure all meetings are open and accessible to the public, and recordings of all proceedings are 

made publicly available for later viewing on the City website. 

2. At the first meeting, select Chair and Vice Chair to preside over all public meetings and to work 

with City staff and consulting staff to develop subsequent meeting agendas.  

3. Utilize Rosenberg’s Rule of Order to conduct all public meetings.  

4. Committee trainings and map drafting meetings shall be considered Brown Act meetings and a 

quorum (6 Committee members) must be present in order to transact business as a body.  

5. District workshops are not considered Brown Act meetings and a maximum of three Committee 

members will be allowed to participate live in each workshop. Staff will work with the Chair and 

Vice Chair to determine attendance at workshops. Committee members may view the 

proceedings via the livestream or review workshop recordings on the City website following the 

event.   

6. All meetings and community workshops will be conducted virtually and members of the public 

can join by internet or phone to provide public testimony. The Committee may consider whether 

to host in-person workshops and pop-up events if gathering restrictions are lifted during the 

redistricting process. 

7. All emails, letters, phone calls and other official communications regarding redistricting will be 

documented and copies will be provided to the Committee as part of every agenda packet. 

8. Under a standing agenda item, members shall verbally report any contacts with the purpose of 

influencing the decision-making authority of the Committee. Contacts shall include, but is not 

limited to, verbal or written communications from a locally elected official, public entity, lobbyist, 

or individual speaking on behalf of the aforementioned offices or entities. All Committee 

members will be expected to forward any written correspondence about redistricting to City staff 

for inclusion in the public record.  

 

Final Recommendation to City Council  

 

1. The Committee may recommend more than one district plan for City Council consideration.  

2. Any recommendations submitted to the City Council must receive an affirmative vote from no 

less than a majority of the Committee members (6/11). 

3. Final Committee recommendations must be made no later than December 6, 2021. 

 


