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November 16, 2020 
 
 
Subject:  Redwood Shores Lagoon Bank Policy and Permits 
 
Dear Resident/Property Owner, 
 
This letter is to remind residents and property owners to obtain a permit from the City of Redwood City 
for new construction or improvements within their backyard along the waterfront lagoons in Redwood 
Shores.  As described in the Redwood Shores Lagoon Bank Policy and Construction Guidelines, 
adopted by the City Council on July 24, 2006, there are specific procedures for work along the lagoon 
waterfront to preserve the integrity of the lagoon bank, maintain a clean waterway, protect public health 
and preserve the aesthetic quality of the lagoon and surrounding neighborhoods.  Examples of such 
work include, but are not limited to, boat docks, retaining walls, garden walls, decks, patios, benches, 
seating walls, flower beds, planter boxes, steps, walkways, fences, railings and/or cut and fill which 
alters the existing grade. Please also note your property is subject to local HOA CC&Rs and you should 
also confirm construction details with your HOA. 
 
The permitting process begins with an application submitted to the City’s Planning Division. Planning 
staff will review all project submittals and determine the necessary discretionary entitlement process (if 
any), including if a building permit or Engineering Division review is required.  Specific procedures 
and frequently answered questions can be found regarding the Redwood Shores Lagoon Bank Policy 
and Construction Guidelines at https://www.redwoodcity.org/departments/community-development-
department/planning-housing/planning-services/planning-codes-development-standards/redwood-
shores-lagoon-bank-policy 
 
If you have any additional questions, please contact the Planning Division at (650) 780-7234 or 
planning@redwoodcity.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mark E. Muenzer 
Community Development & Transportation Director 
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