
7.A. Redistricting 
Public Hearing 

No. 4
January 24, 2022



1. Which draft map(s) should the City Council consider further 
on February 14?

2. Are there any specific changes that should be made to one 
or more of the maps?

Questions for Council 
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• Redwood City transitioned from electing City 
Councilmembers at-large to by-district in May 2019

• Following the 2020 U.S. Census, the City must ensure City 
Council districts are rebalanced for equal population

• The City must complete the process by April 17, 2022
• On June 28, 2021 the City Council appointed the Advisory 

Redistricting Committee

Background
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Redistricting Process Timeline
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Laws Governing the Redistricting Process

• United States Constitution
• Federal Voting Rights Act
• California Constitution 
• California Fair Maps Act

Various Federal and State laws govern City Council redistricting
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Traditional Redistricting Principles

There are a number of criteria that have been used nationally and upheld 
by courts.

• Relatively equal size - people, not citizens
• Contiguous – districts should not hop/jump
• Maintain “communities of interest”
• Follow city/county/local government lines
• Keep districts compact – appearance/function

Drawing New City Council Lines for Fair Representation
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Communities of Interest

Communities of interest are the building blocks of districts.
A community of interest includes cultural and language minorities and other 
groups.

• Subjective
• Open-ended to be as inclusive as possible

Communities covered by the Voting Rights Act (race and ethnicity)
• Latinos
• Asians
• African Americans

Race cannot be the predominant factor in drawing district boundaries.

Bringing like people together for representation
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Communities of Interest

• Historical communities
• Economic interests
• Shared experiences
• Cultural amenities
• Religious facilities
• Immigrant communities
• Languages spoken
• Geographic features
• Neighborhoods
• Economic opportunity zones

• Tourism Areas
• School districts
• Outdoor recreation areas
• Communities defined by natural 

resource features
• Downtown / Urban
• Rural or Agricultural
• Homeowner or Renters
• Creative arts communities
• Media markets
• Many, many more

Bringing like people together for representation
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What is NOT a Community of Interest

The Fair Maps Act explicitly prohibits these groups from being 
considered as communities of interest

• Political party affiliation
• Incumbents
• Political candidates 

It also is hard, in redistricting to truly consider:

• Groups of similarly minded people who do not share a 
similar geographic location.

• Communities of Interest that are city-wide.
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• The ARC recommended Plan B and Plan C2 for City Council 
consideration

• The City Council asked staff to return with further analysis 
on Plan B, Plan C2 and Map ID 93875

• The City received two additional maps following the 
December 20 meeting – Map ID 95144 and Map ID 99395

December 20, 2021 Public Hearing
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Plan B – Recommended by ARC
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Plan C2 – Recommended by ARC
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Comparison of Plan B and Plan C2
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Plan 93875 – Publicly submitted
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Comparison of Plan 93875 to 
Current District Boundaries
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Plan 95144 – Publicly submitted
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Map Detail Comparison

Map Name Total Plan Deviation # of Neighborhood 
Assoc. Kept Whole

Plan B 9.6% 7

Plan C2 9.6% 7

Plan 93875 9.5% 8

Plan 95144 9.6% 7
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• Staff will return on February 14, 2022 to introduce an 
ordinance to adopt new election district boundaries 

• If no additional changes are made, the ordinance can be 
adopted on February 28, 2022

• If changes are made, redistricting deliberations will continue 
until a final map is adopted

• Public map submissions may continue until a final map has 
been adopted
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Next Steps



1. Which draft map(s) should the City Council consider further 
on February 14?

2. Are there any specific changes that should be made to one 
or more of the maps?

Questions for Council 
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• Hold a Public Hearing to receive public testimony on the City 
Council redistricting process and draft City Council district 
maps being considered; and

• By motion, advance a draft City Council election district plan 
and direct staff to return to the City Council for the 
introduction of an ordinance to adopt new City Council 
election district boundaries at the February 14, 2022 City 
Council meeting.

Recommendations
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