
City of Redwood City 
Revenue Services 
1017 Middlefield Rd. 
Redwood City, CA 94063 
Mail Address: 
City of Redwood City 
P.O. Box 3355 

APPLY ONLINE: 
RCTAX.REDWOODCITY.ORG 

Business License Tax Application 
             revenueservices@redwoodcity.org 

 
(650) 780-7214 

New Business Change of Ownership 

Redwood City, CA 94064  ALL HIGHLIGHTED FIELDS MUST BE FILLED OUT  
Business Name Phone 

 
Business Address (include Zip) 

 
Mailing Address (include Zip) 

E-mail Address 
 

Expected Opening Date (MM-DD-YY) 

 
Business Description (please be specific - note the use of any hazardous materials as defined by the California Fire Code if applicable) 

 
Federal Tax ID ITIN/Other ID No. Sellers Permit (if applicable) State Contractor License (if applicable) 

 

 
Business Owners/ Corporate Directors/ Partners Title 
1. 
2. 

 

 
Business Type 

Sole Proprietor 
Partnership 
Co-Partners 

 
Corporation 
Joint Venture 
Business Trust 

 
Limited Partnership 
LLC 
Government 

If Real Estate Rental Business 
Commercial 
(# of square feet)     
Residential 
(# of units)    

If Applicable 
# of coin machines 

 
Appropriate permits from the planning, building, fire, police and/ or other departments of the city may have to be secured before the start of your business. The business location, 
whether owned or leased, must be properly zoned and the building must meet fire code and hazardous materials standards. A Business License Tax does not indicate clearance from 
the city, county, state or federal governments from permits or licenses, which may be required for your type of business. Business License Taxes are nonrefundable (Sec. 32.117). You 
may want to contact the appropriate City departments, and/ or county, state or federal agencies before submitting your application. 
 
* Under Business and Professions Code section 16000.2, you are hereby notified that Section 118600 of the Health and Safety Code requires you to identify all single-user toilet 
facilities in your business as all-gender toilet facilities on compliant signage. Details are available in Section 118600 at: 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&sectionNum=118600 

*For all other required state-mandated notices, please visit  https://statebusinessnotices.hdlgov.com/ 

* Under federal and state law, compliance with disability access laws is a serious and significant responsibility that applies to all California building owners and tenants with 
buildings open to the public. You may obtain information about your legal obligations and how to comply with disability access laws at the following agencies:  

The Division of the State Architect at: w ww.dgs.ca.gov/dsa 
The Department of Rehabilitation at: www.dor.ca.gov  
The California Commission on Disability Access at: www.ccda.ca.gov  

I declare, under penalty of perjury, that this application has been prepared by me or under my direction and to the best of my knowledge and belief, is true and correct. 

Signature 

 
 

Planning Approval       
 

 

Tax Calculation: 
Base Tax $ 86 
# of persons full-time (including owners, partners and 
full-time employees)  x $57 =   $     

   # of persons part-time 
# of rental units 

x $28 =   $ 
x $31 =    $ 

 

Fire Approval     
 

# of commercial sq. ft.  x $31 =   $     
 

Business License #     
# of coin machines 
Late payment penalty (10% per month) 

 x $17 =   $     
$    

* CASp Fee $ 4 
Total Taxes due (see tax schedule to determine taxes) $       
   

Per AB 2184, you may protect your residential address by providing a different Service of Process address in accordance with Sections 16000.1(a)(2) and 
16100.1(a)(2) of the Business and Professions Code. To do so, please fill out the section on the bottom of this form. 

SERVICE OF PROCESS ADDRESS, PURSUANT TO AB2184 - AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION 
If you wish to protect your residential address with a different service of process address, please provide it here. 
NOTE - if your service of process address is a post office box or private mailbox, it must comply with paragraph (2) of subdivision (b) of Section 17538.5 of the 
California Business and Professions Code. 

Service of Process Address    
Residential Address to protect Business Location Mailing Address Owner/Partner/Officer Address 

 
 
 
 
 
Is your business home-based? Yes    No What is the square footage of your business location? 

NPDES WDID Permit #       SIC #        

Are you a business that is a regulated industry with storm water discharge requirements in accordance with the SB205 NPDES permit program? Yes No. 
If yes, please provide the SIC # and Permit # below. 

- - 

( ) - 

Title Date 

mailto:RCTAX@REDWOODCITY.ORG
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&sectionNum=118600
https://statebusinessnotices.hdlgov.com/
http://www.dor.ca.gov/
http://www.ccda.ca.gov/


TAX SCHEDULE 
Effective July 1, 2024 

 
SECTION 32.152 & 32.153 - BASE TAX RATE & INCREMENTAL TAX RATE 

 

BASE TAX RATE- for businesses not noted on the list below, the annual base tax is $86.00 plus $57.00 per 
owners/partners/full-time employees ($28.00 per part-time employee). 
MAXIMUM TAX FOR FY 2024/25 is $7,121.00. 

 

SECTION 32.152 & 32.154 – BASE TAX RATE & SPECIAL INCREMENTAL TAX RATE 
 

BUSINESS TYPE BASE TAX UNIT TAX 
   (add to base tax) 

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY RENTAL $86.00 $31.00 per unit of dwelling space in 

NON-RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY RENTAL $86.00 
excess of 3 units 
$31.00 per 1000 sq. ft. or fraction 

REAL ESTATE BROKERAGE $86.00 $57.00 per salesperson or employee 

DANCE HALL OPERATOR $86.00 $857.00 flat annual 

VEHICLE WRECKING FACILITY $86.00 $857.00 flat annual 

CHRISTMAS TREE LOT SALES OPERATION $86.00 $857.00 flat annual 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING $86.00 $857.00 flat annual 

FORTUNETELLING $86.00 $857.00 flat annual 

JUNK COLLECTOR $86.00 $857.00 flat annual 

PAWNBROKER $86.00 $857.00 flat annual 

ITINERANT VENDOR $86.00 $57.00 per week 

SOLICITORS/HAWKERS $86.00 $57.00 per day 

PEDDLERS $86.00 $57.00 per person 

CURB PAINTERS $86.00 $31.00 per day per person 

CARNIVAL OPERATOR $86.00 $711.00 per day 

COIN-OPERATED DEVICE ACTIVITY $86.00 $17.00 per device 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTSING VEHICLE OPERATION $0.00 $86.00 per vehicle (base tax not 
  applicable) 
CONTRACTING (excluding any contracting business with gross 

receipts over $50,000.00) BUSINESS IN REDWOOD CITY 
$86.00 $57.00 flat annual 

 

Notes: 
1. Prorating of Business License Taxes - the City provides proration of business license taxes based on its fiscal 

year (July through June) as follows: 
a. Businesses commencing after September 30 of one year and before March 31 of the 

following year-the license tax shall be reduced by 25%. 
b. Businesses commencing after March 31 and before June 30-the license tax shall be 

reduced by 75%. (Section 32.109, Ord No. 2016 and Ord. No. 2089) 
 
Disposable Food Service Ware Ordinance Requirements: All food facilities, including restaurants, food trucks, farmers’ market, catering 
operations, etc. that operate in the City of Redwood City are required to comply with the City’s Disposable Food Service Ware Ordinance. This 
law regulates the type of single-use foodware used and how foodware accessories (e.g., straws, utensils, etc.) are distributed. If you are a food 
operating business applying for a business license in Redwood City, find out how to comply: 
https://www.redwoodcity.org/departments/public-works/environmental-initiatives/disposable-foodware-ordinance  

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.redwoodcity.org%2Fdepartments%2Fpublic-works%2Fenvironmental-initiatives%2Fdisposable-foodware-ordinance&data=05%7C01%7Cjnguyen%40redwoodcity.org%7Cd7f9b2ebbe51448ba15908dad6eb4f84%7C02eee40d6a354d7588035403096cc23e%7C0%7C0%7C638058603409187184%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=T3zlxylkR8VkbEm%2FhipO6%2BckToVR%2Fir8RhDNhoYdDTw%3D&reserved=0
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