
MILLS ACT CONTRACT APPLICATION 
 
 
 

The Mills Act is a California economic incentive program that encourages the restoration and 
preservation of qualified historic buildings by offering property tax reductions to private property 
owners. To qualify, a property must be listed or eligible for listing on a local, state, or national 
historic register. If a property is over 50 years old but not yet designated, the City may require a 
qualified historian to evaluate it for historic eligibility before the owner can apply for official 
designation and a Mills Act Contract. Once approved, the agreement is recorded against the 
property title and filed with the County Assessor. 

Mills Act Contracts have a minimum term of 10 years and include a schedule of agreed-upon 
maintenance and improvements, which may be completed over that period. Contracts 
automatically renew each year after the initial term unless ended by the owner or the City, and 
they transfer to new owners if the property is sold. Applications are due annually by July 1 and 
must be reviewed by the Historic Resources Advisory Committee and Planning Commission, with 
final approval granted by the City Council. Approved contracts take effect on January 1 following 
approval. 
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1. PROPERTY LOCATION 

Project Address: __________________________________________  

Zoning: __________              Assessor Parcel # (APN): __________________ 

Most Recent Assessed Value of the Property:  ________________________ 

2.  CONTACT INFORMATION 

Applicant: ________________________________   ☐ Property Owner ☐ Lessee ☐ Agent of Owner ☐ Other: ________ 

 
Mailing Address: __________________________ 
 
E-mail: __________________________________ 
 

City/State/Zip: ____________________________ 
 
Phone: __________________________________ 
 

Owner Address: ___________________________ 
 
E-mail:___________________________________ 

City/State/Zip: ____________________________ 
  
Phone:___________________________________ 
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3.   SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS  
 
[   ]   Completed Ten-Year Property Improvement & Preservation Plan Form – See below. 
[   ]   Grant Deed and Legal Description of Property identifying all current property owners 
[   ]   Copy of previous year’s property tax statement 
[   ]   Site Plan/Location Vicinity Map 
[   ]    Photographs of the site and exterior of property,  
[   ]   Historical evaluation and assessment report, supporting information.  
[   ]   Application Fee   

 
 

MILLS ACT –  
10-YEAR PROPERTY IMPROVEMENT &  

PRESERVATION PLAN 

General Information 
Please explain the manner in which the proposed contract will promote preservation of the historic 
property over the next ten years. Applications will not be processed if it cannot be demonstrated that 
tax savings will be invested in the historic property. A Property Improvement and Preservation Plan is 
required for the processing of the Mills Act program application. At a minimum, the plan must include 
the following: 

 
1. A schedule of restoration and maintenance activities to be undertaken consistent with the 

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties (or those that 
have been completed for historical designation) that ensures the continued historical 
characteristics of the structure remain in good repair. 

2. For all work to be completed during the first ten years of the contract, cost estimates must be 
provided. (Cost estimates are subject to verification by City staff) 

3. Plans, drawings, material samples, brochures, etc. as needed to depict the location and 
characteristics of all proposed work. 

4. Additional information may be required during the review process for clarification. 
 
Please fill in the table on the next page by indicating the year in which the work will be done, the type 
of work proposed, a detailed description of the work, and the estimated cost of the work. Work must 
meet all City requirements and Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation of Historic 
Properties. You may attach additional sheets as needed. 
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ITEM #       YEAR DESCRIPTION OF WORK ESTIMATED COST 
 

 
1 
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Signature(s) 
 

_____________________________________________________ ________________________ 
 Property Owner    /     Authorized Agent                                                                 Date 
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FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT: 
 
County of San Mateo  
County Clerk-Recorder – Office of the Assessor 
555 County Center, Redwood City, CA 94063 
(650) 363-4500 
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