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Functions of City Clerk and 
San Mateo County Assessor-Clerk-Recorder 
 
The City of Redwood City has contracted with the San Mateo County Clerk-Recorder-Assessor to conduct 
the City's general municipal elections. 
 
The City Clerk is the elections official for the City of Redwood City.  The City Clerk is responsible for the 
issuance and acceptance of nomination papers, publication of necessary legal notices, campaign disclosure 
filing requirements, and verification of signatures on petitions. 
 
The County Clerk-Recorder-Assessor arranges for the printing and mailing of all necessary voter information, 
and locates and staffs all voting centers.  Additionally, the County Clerk-Recorder-Assessor is responsible for 
all Election Day activities, including the counting of the votes cast, and post-election activities such as the 
canvass of the returns and certification of election results. 
 
The City Clerk issues the certificates of election to the successful candidates. 
 
 
 
 
ALL REFERENCES CONTAINED IN THIS BOOKLET ARE AS FOLLOWS: 
 

EC  California Elections Code 
GC  California Government Code 
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November 3, 2026 Election Calendar 
 

Date Action Days Prior to 
Election 

June 22 City adopted Resolution calling the General Municipal Election No later than 

E-88 

June 29 - July 13 Notice of General Municipal Election E.C. 12101 E-127 to E-113 

July 3 Published in Daily News (English) 
 

July 3 Published in El Reportero (Spanish) 
 

July 3 Published in Asian Journal (Chinese and Filipino) 
 

July 13 to August 7 Candidate Nomination Filing Period E.C. 10407 E-113 to E-88 

August 5 – November 13 Political signs can be placed 90 days prior to election day & 
removed no later than 10 days after an election day. 

E-90 to E+10 

August 13 Random alphabet drawing by Secretary of State to determine 
order of names on ballot E.C. 13112 

E-82 

August 14 Deadline for City Clerk to file with County Clerk the names of 
candidates to appear on the ballot. E.C. 10403 

E-81 

September 7 - October 20 Filing period for Write-In Candidates. E.C. 8601 E-57 to E-14 

September 24 Deadline to file 1st Pre-Election Campaign Statement covering 
period of 1/1/26 or 7/1/26 to 9/24/26. G.C. 84200.8 

E-40 

October 13 County mails voter information pamphlet to voters who 
registered by 10/10/26. E.C. 13303 

No later than E-
21 

October 5 – October 27 Vote by Mail ballot will be sent. E.C. 3001 E-29 to E-7 

October 19 Voter registration closes. E.C. 2102 E-15 

October 20 Deadline to file as Write-in Candidate. E.C. 8601 E-14 

October 22 Deadline to file 2nd Pre-Election Campaign Statement covering 
period of 9/25/26 to 10/22/26. G.C. 84200.8 

E-12 

October 27 City Clerk publishes/posts list of "Nominees of Public Office" in 
the order they will appear on the ballot.          E.C. 12110 

No later than 

E-7 

November 3 Election Day – Vote Centers/Polls open from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 
p.m. 

E-0 

November 20 Vote by Mail ballots postmarked on or before Election 

Day must be received by the County Elections Official 

by this date in order to be counted.EC §3020(d) 

E + 17 

December 7 Adopt Resolution Declaring Results of Election Returns. 
Installation of Newly Elected Council Members. Election of 
New Mayor and Vice Mayor. 

 

January 31, 2027 Deadline to file Semi-Annual Campaign Statement for period of 
10/23/26 to 12/31/26. G.C. 84200 
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California Voter’s Choice Act – Vote-by-Mail Ballots 
 

Under Senate Bill 450, the California Voter’s Choice Act implemented vote-by-mail ballots in San Mateo 
County, and the Board of Supervisors authorized the Chief Elections Officer to implement the California 
Voter’s Choice Act in future elections beginning with the June 5, 2018 Statewide Direct Primary Election. 
 
In September 2021, the State Legislature passed Assembly Bill 37, which extended the vote-by-mail ballot 
requirement throughout all local elections throughout California, beginning January 1, 2022. EC §3000.5 
 
How does this affect me? 
All registered voters in San Mateo County will be mailed their ballot 29 days before the election. You can 
choose one of three methods to cast your ballot: 
 
Mail 
You can vote and mail your ballot in the postage-paid return envelope on or before Election Day. 
 
Postage 
All San Mateo County registered voters will receive a ballot in the mail along with a return envelope and 
prepaid postage. Thus, voters will not have to pay any costs for submitting a ballot by mail. 
 
Drop-off Box 
You can return your voted ballot to a secure Ballot Drop-off Box. Ballot Drop-off Boxes will be available 
throughout San Mateo County starting 28 days before the election. 
 
Vote Center 
Vote Centers look and feel like polling places but provide additional services and options for voters. You 
can go to any Vote Center in San Mateo County to: 

• Vote on an accessible voting machine 
• Vote on a paper ballot 
• Access election materials in a range of languages 
• Receive assistance from staff fluent in English, Spanish, Chinese, Filipino or Korean 
• Drop off your ballot 
• Receive a replacement ballot 
• Register to vote or update registration information through Election Day 

 
Number of Vote 
Centers* 

Dates Open Days 
Open 

Business Hours 
Before Election 
Day 

Business Hours 
on Election Day 
 

Vote Centers Weekdays: 
Oct. 5 – Nov. 3 
 
Weekends: 
Oct. 31-Nov 1 & Nov. 2-3 

30  
 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

 
 
7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vote Centers 
 

Oct. 24 – Nov. 3 11 

Vote Centers 
 

Oct. 31 - Nov. 3 4 
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District Elections 
 
Check the County’s website, https://smcacre.gov/elections/vote-centers, for a complete list of names and 
locations of Vote Centers and Drop-off Boxes in San Mateo County. 
 
 
On May 20, 2019, the City transitioned from an at-large election system to a district based election system 
for the election of City Council members. The first City Council election under the new District elections map 
was held on November 3, 2020, and four Council District seats were on the ballot for Districts 1, 3, 4 and 7. 
 
In compliance with Federal and California Voting Rights Act requirements, the City underwent a redistricting 
process based on new 2020 US Census demographic data, creating new district lines to reflect how local 
populations have changed. The City Council formed an Advisory Redistricting Committee in April 2021 to 
collect community of interest testimony, draft district boundary maps, seek public input of the draft maps, 
and recommend a map to the City Council. On February 28, 2022, the City Council adopted a final map that 
prescribed the district boundaries for the November 8, 2022 election. 
 
Under Redwood City’s district elections system and newly established boundary maps, voters will only elect 
one Council Member for the City Council based on the district in which they are registered to vote. City 
Council seats in districts 2, 5, and 6 will be up for election in 2026. Voters in districts 1, 3, 4 and 7 will not be 
voting to elect a Council Member during this election. 
 
The following seats are currently held by the Councilmembers whose current at-large terms will end in 
November 2026: 
 

• Chris Sturken – District 2 
• Kaia Eakin – District 5 
• Diane Howard – District 6 

 
 
The citywide map illustrating all seven districts can be found on the next page. For more information about 
district elections in Redwood City, or to view an interactive map, visit our District Elections page at 
https://www.redwoodcity.org/departments/city-clerk/redistricting-process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://smcacre.gov/elections/vote-centers
https://www.redwoodcity.org/departments/city-clerk/redistricting-process
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City of Redwood City Final Map 
 

Election Sequence 
 

Voters in City Council Districts 2, 5, and 6 will vote for a Member of the City Council at the municipal 
election in November 2026. 
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Candidate Filing Procedures Checklist 
 
Listed below is a checklist indicating the various forms required to be filed for candidacy for the office of 
Member of the City Council.  It is the obligation of the candidate to ensure that he/she meets all filing 
requirements and deadlines.  All candidates are urged to file the necessary papers as early as possible in 
order to avoid last minute rush and confusion, or any misunderstandings.  Additionally, it is recommended 
that the candidate file all papers involved with his/her candidacy personally. 
 
REMEMBER - the deadline for filing all forms is 5:00 p.m. on August 7, 2026 
 
 
Date Issued                                                                                                                                                Date Filed 

1. Personal information provided to Registration & Elections Division 

a. Residence address (verify within district)                                  _________ 

b. Request phone and email address                               _________ 

c. Permission to post on internet                                                                 _________ 

2. Nomination Papers/Declaration of Candidacy July 15 to August 9 

a. Nomination Petition                    _________ 

Required number of nomination signatures 

(no less than 20 no more than 30 signatures)                                                      _________ 

b. Declaration of Candidacy EC §§10223, 10226                             _________ 

Name on ballot (no titles or degrees)                               _________ 

Oath of office taken EC §200                  _________ 

c. Ballot Designation Worksheet EC §13107                                                               _________ 

d. Character Based Name Form                                                                        _________ 

e. FPPC Form 700 GC §87201                                                                _________ 

f. Code of Fair Campaign Practices (optional)                                                                 _________ 

3. Candidate Statement (optional) EC §13307 

a. Word Limit - 200                                                                   _________ 

b. Proper Format                                                                   _________ 

c. Candidate Statement Cover Sheet                                                      _________ 

d. Check payable to “The City of Redwood City”                                                     _________ 

4. Campaign Statements 

a. Form 501                                                              _________ 

b. Form 470 Officeholder and Candidate Campaign 

Statement or 410 Statement of Organization                                                             _________ 
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City Council Information 
 
Offices To Be Elected 
 
The following offices are scheduled for the General Municipal Election on November 3, 2026: 
 

One (1) Member of the City Council in District 2  Full 4-year term 
One (1) Member of the City Council in District 5  Full 4-year term 
One (1) Member of the City Council in District 6  Full 4-year term 

 
Election of Mayor and Vice Mayor 
 
Currently, the City Council meets bi-annually to reorganize.  At the reorganization meeting, the City Council 
selects one of its members to serve as Mayor for two years and one to serve as Vice Mayor.  The election of 
the Mayor and Vice Mayor is by majority vote of the City Council. The reorganization meeting is generally 
held during the first regular meeting of the Council held in December immediately after certification of the 
canvass of election returns and the installation of the newly elected members of the Council.  It is 
anticipated that installation of the newly elected Council Members and the reorganization of the City 
Council will be held at the meeting of December 7, 2026. 
 
Other Offices Held By Council Members 
 
The Mayor and Council Members also serve as the Successor Agency and Public Financing Authority. 
 
Meetings 
 
The City Council meets regularly on the second and fourth Monday of each month at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Redwood City Council Chambers, 1017 Middlefield Road; provided, however, except when such Monday is 
a holiday as defined by the personnel rules and regulations of the City (excluding the provisions for 
administrative holidays). Adjourned regular meetings and special meetings are held from time to time. 
 
Compensation 
 
City Council Members receive $750 per month.  Council Members shall be reimbursed for reasonable 
expenses incurred in the performance of duties imposed upon them by law or in the course of business on 
behalf of the City as authorized by the City Council.  Council Members are also eligible for certain other City 
benefits such as medical and dental insurance. 
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City Council Information 
Ethics Training 
 
On October 7, 2005, the Governor signed Assembly Bill No. 1234. This law requires (among other things) 
that all local agencies that provide compensation, salary, or stipend to, or reimburses the expenses of, 
members of a legislative body must provide ethics training to local agency officials, and every two years 
thereafter. 
 
Holding Two Offices 
 
The 1999 San Mateo County Grand Jury recommended that all candidates be made aware that individuals 
cannot hold incompatible offices. If a candidate is elected to an office that is incompatible with the first 
office, the first office becomes vacant upon the taking of the second office. 
 
This doctrine of incompatible offices precludes public officials from holding two different public offices 
simultaneously if the offices have overlapping and conflicting public duties. Courts have summarized the 
doctrine as follows:  “One individual may not simultaneously hold two public offices where the functions 
of the offices concerned are inherently inconsistent, as where there are conflicting interests, or where 
the nature of the duties of the two offices is such as to render it improper due to considerations of public 
policy for one person to retain both.”  (Mott v. Horstmann (1950) 36 Cal.2d 388; see also, Chapman v. 
Rapsey (1940) 16 Cal.2d 636.) 
 
California Government Code §1099 provides detailed guidance on incompatible offices and specifies the 
defining characteristics: 
Offices are incompatible when any of the following circumstances are present, unless simultaneous 
holding of the particular offices is compelled or expressly authorized by law: 
 

• Either of the offices may audit, overrule, remove members of, dismiss 
employees of, or exercise supervisory powers over the other office or body. 

• Based on the powers and jurisdictions of the offices, there is a possibility of a 
significant clash of duties or loyalties between the offices. 

• Public policy considerations make it improper for one person to hold both 
offices. 
 

A number of legal opinions issued by the Office of the California Attorney General offers additional 
guidance in determining whether or not certain offices are incompatible. Here are five examples of 
offices that the Attorney General’s Office has deemed to be incompatible: 
 

(1) the offices of city councilmember and school district board member where the 
city and the school district have territory in common; 

(2) the positions of fire chief of a county fire protection district and member of 
the board of supervisors of the same county; 

(3) the offices of trustee of a high school district and trustee of an elementary 
school district which is wholly within the geographic boundaries of the high 
school district; 

(4) a water district director and a city council member; and 
(5) a water district director and a school district trustee having territory in 

common 



                                                                                                                                                                  
9 

 

Nomination Filing Procedure 
Candidates for office must file nomination documents during the nomination period of July 13 to August 7, 
5:00 p.m. A nomination paper must be issued by the City Clerk and is available through the City Clerk’s 
Office, 1017 Middlefield Road, Redwood City, CA  94063.  Forms are available during regular business hours 
of Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  It is suggested that you schedule an appointment with 
the City Clerk in advance by calling (650) 780-7220. 
 
The nomination paper consists of an affidavit of nominee and an oath or affirmation of allegiance, space for 
30 registered voters to sign and a Declaration of Circulator. 
 
 The candidate must designate how their name will appear on the ballot. 
 The candidate must swear that they will accept the office if elected. 
 The candidate must choose a designation (3 words maximum) that will appear under their name on the 

ballot. 
 The candidate must take an oath or affirmation of allegiance. 
 
If a candidate wishes to prepare a candidate’s statement of qualifications (200-word limit) that will appear 
in the sample ballot, it must be filed with the nomination documents. 
 
Fees 
 
 There are no filing fees for running for office in the City of Redwood City. 
 If a Statement of Qualifications (Candidate’s Statement) is requested by the candidate, a deposit in an 

amount to be determined by San Mateo County Elections is required to cover the cost of publication 
and translation (into Spanish, Chinese and Filipino). Any unused funds will be refunded back to the 
candidate. Similarly, any overage of cost will be invoiced to the candidate. 

 
Qualifications For Office 
 
Any person, regardless of sex, who is 18 years of age or older, a citizen of the State, a resident of Redwood 
City, a registered voter, and who is not disqualified by the Constitution or laws of the State from holding a 
civil office, is eligible to be elected or appointed as a member of the City Council without further 
qualifications. 
 
Forms 
 
The City Clerk shall furnish all forms required for nomination free of charge.  The City Clerk shall give the 
following items to each candidate or candidate’s representative at the time nomination documents are 
issued: 

1. Candidate Registration Form; 
2. Nomination Paper; 
3. Declaration of Candidacy; 
4. Candidate's Statement form with word count standards; 
5. A written statement of the regulations with respect to charges for the candidate's statement; 
6. Ballot Designation Form; 
7. Character Based Name Form; 
8. Permission to Post Personal Information on San Mateo County’s Website; 
9. Statement of Economic Interests Form 700; 
10. Code of Fair Campaign Practices Form; 
11. A copy of Mass Mailer Government Code 84305; and 
12. Mandatory Contribution and Voluntary Expenditure Acknowledgement Form. 
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Nomination Filing Procedure 
Nomination Paper 
 
The nomination paper must be issued in the name of a specific candidate for nomination to a specific office. 
The City Clerk or a deputy must sign and date the form when it is issued.  The nomination paper may be 
issued to an individual other than the candidate, with or without the candidate's knowledge; however, State 
law requires that the candidate certify that they will accept the nomination and also accept the office in the 
event of their election before the nomination paper can be accepted for filing.  Any person eighteen years 
of age may circulate the nomination paper. EC §§102, 106 
 
Candidates may be nominated by signatures of not less than 20 nor more than 30 registered voters in a city 
of 1,000 registered voters or more.  If the signatures on a nomination paper are verified and the results 
show less than 20 signatures of registered voters in the candidate district, the candidate will be disqualified. 
A voter may sign as many nomination papers as there are seats to be filled.  Signatures submitted on 
subsequent petitions shall not be allowed. 
 
Name On Ballot 
 
The candidate’s name as provided by the candidate on the Declaration of Candidacy is the way it will appear 
on the ballot.  The declaration CANNOT be changed after the nomination process is complete. 
 
No title or degree shall appear on the same line on a ballot as a candidate’s name, either before or after the 
candidate’s name, in the case of any election to any office. EC §13106 
 
If the candidate has changed their name within one year prior to the election, the new name will not appear 
on the ballot unless the change was made by marriage or by Decree of Court. EC §13104 
 
Ballot Designation 
 
The ballot designation is the word, or group of not more than three (3) words, which will appear on the 
ballot under the candidate's name, designating the current principal profession, vocation, or occupation of 
the candidate. The ballot designation that a candidate may use is governed by EC §13107 which, in part, 
states the following: 
 

At the option of the candidate, immediately under the name of each candidate and not separated from the 
name by any line, may appear only one of the following designations: 

1. Words designating the elective city, county, district, state, or federal office which the candidate 
holds at the time of filing the nomination documents to which he or she was elected by vote of the 
people. 

2. The word “incumbent” if the candidate is a candidate for the same office which he or she holds at 
the time of filing the nomination papers and was elected to that office by a vote of the people. 

3. No more than three words designating either the current principal professions, vocations, or 
occupations of the candidate, or the principal professions, vocations, or occupations of the 
candidate during the calendar year immediately preceding the filing of nomination documents. 

4. The phrase “appointed incumbent” if the candidate holds an office by virtue of appointment, and 
the candidate is a candidate for election to the same office, or, if the candidate is a candidate for 
election to the same office or to some other office, the word “appointed” and the title of the office. 
In either instance, the candidate may not use the unmodified word “incumbent” or any words 
designating the office unmodified by the word “appointed.”  
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Nomination Filing Procedure 
 

5. However, the phrase “appointed incumbent” shall not be required of a candidate who seeks 
reelection to an office which they hold and to which they were appointed, as a nominated 
candidate, in lieu of an election, pursuant to Sections 5326 and 5328 of the Education Code or 
Section 7228, 7423, 7673, 10229, or 10515 of this code. 

 
The City Clerk, pursuant to EC §13107 shall NOT accept a ballot designation which: 
 
1. Would mislead the voter. 
 
2. Would suggest an evaluation of a candidate, such as outstanding, leading, expert, virtuous, or 

eminent. 
 
3. Abbreviates the word "retired" or places it following any word or words that it modifies. 
 
4. Uses a word or prefix, such as "former" or "ex-," that means a prior status.  The only exception is the 

use of the word "retired." 
 
5. Uses the name of any political party, whether or not it has qualified for the ballot. 
 
6. Uses a word or words referring to a racial, religious, or ethnic group. 
 
7. Refers to any activity that is prohibited by law. 
 
Additionally, no title or degree shall appear on the same line on a ballot as a candidate's name, either before 
or after the candidate's name, in the case of any election to any office. EC §13106 
 
The ballot designation will be checked and verified by the City Clerk prior to the printing of voter pamphlets 
and sample ballots. 
 
If, upon checking the nomination papers, the City Clerk finds the designation to be in violation of any of the 
restrictions set forth in EC §13107, the City Clerk shall notify the candidate by registered or certified mail, 
return receipt requested, addressed to the mailing provided on the candidate’s ballot designation 
worksheet.  The candidate shall, within three days excluding Saturday, Sunday, and state holidays, from the 
date of receipt of the notice, appear before the City Clerk and provide an alternate designation that complies 
with Section 13107.  In the event the candidate fails to provide an alternate designation, no designation 
shall appear after the candidate's name. 
 
No designation given by a candidate shall be changed by the candidate after the final date for filing 
nomination documents, except as specifically requested by the City Clerk pursuant to the Elections Code. 
 
Write-In Candidacy 
 
Any person who wishes to be a write-in candidate and to have his/her name on the ballot of an election 
counted for a particular office shall file: 
 

1. A statement of write-in candidacy shall contain the candidate's name, residence address, a 
declaration stating that he/she is a write-in candidate, the title of the office for which he/she 
is running, the date of the election; and 

2. The requisite number of signatures on the nomination paper for that office. 
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The statement and nomination paper shall be filed with the City Clerk during normal business hours 
commencing September 13, 2026 and no later than 5:00 p.m. on October 21, 2026 (the 14th day prior to 
the General Municipal Election). 
 
Signers of nomination papers for write-in candidates shall be voters in the district or political division in 
which the candidate is to be voted on.  No fee or charge shall be required of a write-in candidate. 
EC §§8600-8605 
 
Extension of Nomination Period 
 
Typically, if an eligible incumbent does not file Nomination Documents (Declaration of Candidacy and 
Nomination Papers) by the end of the filing period, the filing period is extended for that office for five 
calendar days. If there is an extension filing period it would be held through August 13, 2026. 
 
Withdrawal of Candidate 
 
No candidate shall withdraw their nomination papers after 5:00 p.m. on the 88th day prior to the election, 
August 7, 2026. 
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Candidate Statement Guidelines 
 
Each candidate for the office of Member of the City Council may prepare a candidate's statement on an 
appropriate form provided by the City Clerk.  The candidate's statement is designed to acquaint voters with 
a candidate's qualifications for the office they are seeking.  This statement is incorporated into the sample 
ballot and will be mailed to all registered voters in the City eligible to vote. 
 
City Resolution No. 16222 set certain conditions pertaining to Candidate Statements, as follows: 
 A candidate's statement is to contain not more than 200 words of the candidate's education and 

qualifications expressed by the candidate himself/herself; 
 The candidate shall make a deposit in an amount to be determined by the San Mateo County Elections 

to cover the cost of publication and translation of a candidate's statement. Any unused funds will be 
refunded back to the candidate. Similarly, any overage of cost will be invoiced to the candidate; and 

 No additional material other than a candidate's statement will be accepted for inclusion in the voter 
information pamphlet (sample ballot) to be mailed to all registered voters. 

 

The Candidate's Statement MUST be filed with the Nomination Papers. 
 
Contents 
 
The Statement may include the name, age, and occupation of the candidate and a brief description of no 
more than two hundred (200) words of the candidate's education and qualifications expressed by the 
candidate themselves.  The spacing is to be uniform and conform to the guidelines shown in the "Candidate's 
Statement Guidelines." 
 
Restrictions 
 
The candidate's statement shall not include the party affiliation of the candidate, or membership or 
activity in partisan political organizations. 
 
Confidentiality 
 
Notwithstanding any other provisions of law, candidate's statements filed pursuant to EC § 13311 shall 
remain confidential until expiration of the filing deadline. 
 
Withdrawal 
 
The statement may be withdrawn, but may not be changed, during the period for filing nomination papers 
and until 5:00 p.m. on August 12, 2026, the next working day following the close of the nomination period. 
EC §13307(a)(3) 
 
Public Examination of Candidate Statements 
 
Statements are available for public examination in the County Elections Official's office during the 10-
calendar-day review period (commencing at 5 p.m. August 12, 2026). During this period any voter of the 
jurisdiction in which the election is to be held, or the County Elections Official, may seek a writ of mandate 
or an injunction requiring any or all of the material in the statement to be amended or deleted. Venue for 
such a proceeding shall be the county in which the statement is filed. If the statement is filed in more than 
one county, the writ or injunction must be sought in each county in which amendments or deletions to the 
statement are sought. (City candidates’ statements are reviewed at the City Clerk’s Office.) EC §13313 
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Candidate Statement Guidelines 
 
Preparation of Candidate's Statement 
 
In order to insure uniformity of candidate's statements, the candidate must prepare the statement as 
follows: 
1. Type statement exactly as you want it to appear.  Attach the printed copy to the form provided. 

When prepared in accordance with these standards, statements are printed exactly as submitted. 
2. Submit a typed, double-spaced printed copy.  Use upper and lower case type. 
3. In addition to a hard copy, please provide statements on flash drive, CD, or e-mail to 

ycastro@redwoodcity.org  in plain text format (*.txt) or attachment of a word document, if possible.  
One signed hard copy must be filed by the deadline.  If there are discrepancies between the hard 
copy and the electronic copy, the hard copy will prevail. 

4. Do not use any unusual spacing, punctuation, indentations, bullets or an outline format. 
5. Do not use words that are underlined, bolded, italicized, Initial Capitalized or ALL CAPITALIZED. 
6. Check statement for errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
7. Confine the statement to 200 words. 
8. Do not include any party affiliation (applies to nonpartisan offices). 
9. Do not include membership or activity in partisan political organizations (applies to nonpartisan 

offices). 
 
If a candidate submits a statement that is not in conformance with the guidelines provided (e.g., typed in 
all caps, underscoring, bolded, unusual spacing, or capitalization of some words for emphasis purpose), 
the City Clerk will instruct the printer to ignore any special emphasis placed on words or phrases and to 
type-set the statements utilizing a uniform format. 
 
All statements, therefore, will be set in a full-justified format so as to fit within a 1/4-page space. If a 
candidate's statement is submitted and found not to be in compliance with these guidelines, the City Clerk 
will make the necessary changes to bring said statement into compliance. 
 
Candidate statements are to discuss the education and qualifications of the candidate filing the statement 
only.  The City Clerk will not accept any candidate's statement that specifically discusses the education, 
qualifications or record (or lack thereof) of any opponents. 
 
The heading includes the candidate’s name (required), age (optional) and occupation (optional). All 
statements will be formatted to begin with the words: “Education and Qualifications:” followed by the text 
filed by the candidate. These words, as well as the heading, are standardized and included in the space 
provided. The words “Education and Qualifications” do not count toward the number of words allowed for 
the statement. 
 
The “Occupation” field in the candidate’s statement is NOT governed by the laws and regulations pertaining 
to the ballot designation that appears underneath the candidate’s name on the ballot. Therefore, it may be 
different from the candidate’s ballot designation. However, if its length exceeds one line, the candidate may 
be asked to modify words. In addition, the statement of “Occupation” must otherwise conform to all 
applicable laws and regulations. 
 
Notwithstanding the above guidelines, nothing shall be deemed to make any statement or author thereof 
free or exempt from any civil or criminal action or penalty because of any false, slanderous or libelous 
statement offered for printing.  EC §13307 
 

mailto:ycastro@redwoodcity.org
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Candidate Statement Guidelines 
 
Guidelines for Determining Number of Words in Candidate's Statement 
 
Listed below are the guidelines the City Clerk uses in determining the number of words submitted on the 
candidate's statement which contents are limited by statute: 

1. Name, age, and occupation in the header and signature are not counted. 
2. Punctuation is not counted. This refers to the following symbols: , . : ; ! ? ( ) [ ] ’ ” 
3. Symbols such as $, #, *, and % are not counted as separate words. 
4. All proper nouns, including geographical names, shall be considered as one (1) word.  Examples:  "City 

of Redwood City," " San Mateo County Traffic Authority Citizens Advisory Committee," "State of 
California," " Redwood City-San Mateo County Chamber of Commerce," "Joe Sanchez," "Margaret 
Mead Johnson" 

5. Abbreviations/acronyms are counted as one (1) word. 
a. Examples: UCLA, NAACP, PTA, F.C.P.D., AFL-CIO, Feb. (February), Wed. (Wednesday). 

6. Dictionary words such as "a," "I," "the," "and," "an," etc. are counted as one word. 
7. Any number consisting of a digit or digits shall be considered as one word.  Any number that is spelled, 

such as "one," shall be considered as a separate word or words. 
a. Examples of one word: 1, 1000, 3333, 50%, 1/2, 10-1/2, $16,300,275, 30th 
b. Examples of two words: one hundred, one thousand, $16,000-$19,000, 1999-2000 
c. Examples of five words: two hundred forty-five thousand dollars 

8. Initials are counted as one word. 
9. Hyphenated words that appear in any generally available standard reference dictionary shall be 

considered as one word e.g., Re-elected; co-founder; one-half.  Each part of all other hyphenated 
words shall be counted as separate words i.e., "mother-in-law" = three words. 

10. Characters used in place of a word or number ($, #) are counted as one (1) word. 
11. Telephone numbers shall be counted as one word. 
12. Website and email addresses will be counted as one word. 
13. Dates shall be counted as one word. Examples: "May 1, 2026," or "5/1/26" 

 
If the text exceeds the word limit, the author will be asked to rewrite the text in order to bring the total 
number of words to within the required word limit.  If the author refuses to alter the text in this manner, 
any words after the total number of permitted words, as determined by the City Clerk, shall be omitted. 
Final determination in the counting of words will be made by the City Clerk.  EC §13307 
 
NOTE that these rules do not apply to ballot designations. 
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Campaign Disclosure Information 
 
The State of California Political Reform Act of 1974 requires all candidates to file campaign disclosure 
statements disclosing contributions received and expenditures made. Additionally, any committee formed 
to support or oppose a candidate or ballot measure is required to file campaign disclosure statements as 
required by the Political Reform Act.  The statutory requirements of the Political Reform Act are contained 
in Sections 81000 through 91015 of the California Government Code.  Forms may be obtained from the City 
Clerk and are also available at www.fppc.ca.gov.  General information and assistance relating to campaign 
reporting obligations under the Act should be made to the Technical Assistance Division of the Fair Political 
Practices Commission, 428 "J" Street, Suite 620, Sacramento, CA 95814 or call 916-322-5660 (toll free 1-
866-275-3772) or visit their web site at www.fppc.ca.gov. 
 
The Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC) issues Campaign Disclosure Manual 2 that provides important 
information on campaign disclosure rules for local candidates and officeholders.  This manual is an 
instructional guide and provides information on who must file, when campaign statements must be filed, 
where statements are to be filed, etc. 
 
Campaign Disclosure Manual 2 will be provided to all candidates at the time they obtain their nomination 
documents from the City Clerk.  The manual will also be available free of charge, upon request, to 
committees and other interested persons required to file with the City Clerk.  FPPC forms will be available 
and provided to candidates and committees free of charge.  Forms and Manual 2 can also be downloaded 
from the FPPC website at www.fppc.ca.gov 
 
The following is a partial listing of the most commonly used FPPC campaign disclosure forms, and a brief 
explanation of the appropriate usage: 
 
Form 501 — Candidate Intention 
Must be filed before you solicit or receive any contributions or before making expenditures of personal 
funds on behalf of your candidacy. File with the filing officer who will receive your original campaign 
disclosure statements. 
 
Form 410 — Statement of Organization 
Form 410 is used when organizing a campaign committee and must be filed within 10 days of receiving 
$2,000 in contributions. The form includes a space to indicate the campaign's bank account information. 
File the original and one copy with the Secretary of State’s Political Reform Division and a copy with 
the City Clerk. Note: F o r m  502 is no longer required. 
 
Form 460 — Form/Consolidated Campaign Statement 
Form 460 is a Recipient Committee Campaign Statement, for use by a candidate or officeholder who 
has a controlled committee, or who has raised or spent or will raise or spend $2,000 or more during a 
calendar year in connection with an election to office or holding office. 
 
Form 462 – Verification of Independent Expenditures 
This verification form identifies the individual responsible for ensuring that a campaign committee’s 
independent expenditures were not coordinated with the listed candidate (or the opponent) or measure 
committee and that the committee will report all contributions and reimbursements as required by law. An 
independent expenditure is not subject to state or local contribution limits. If a candidate or committee 
makes independent expenditures, this form is required. 
 

http://www.fppc.ca.gov/
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Campaign Disclosure Information 
 
Form 465 — Supplemental Independent Expenditure Statement 
Form 465 reports independent expenditures totaling $1,000 or more in a calendar year to support or 
oppose a single candidate, a single measure, or the qualification of a single measure. Filers of Form 465 
include: o f f i c e h o l d e r s , candidates, recipient committees, major donor committees, and 
independent expenditure committees. (Note: Proposition 34 prohibits independent expenditure and 
contributions of funds to another committee for the purpose of supporting or opposing another 
candidate.) An “independent expenditure” is an expenditure made in connection with a communication 
(e.g., a billboard, advertisement, mailing) that expressly advocates the nomination, election, or defeat 
of a clearly identified candidate, or the qualification, passage, or defeat of a clearly identified measure, 
or, taken as a whole and in context, unambiguously urges a particular result in an election but which is 
not made to, or at the behest of, the affected candidate or committee. 
 
Form 470 — Candidate and Officeholder Campaign Statement (Short Form) 
This form is used by candidates who do not have a controlled committee and do not anticipate 
receiving contributions or making expenditures totaling $2,000 or more in a calendar year. If a Form 
470 is filed on or before the filing deadline for the first pre-election campaign statement, no additional 
campaign statement need be filed in connection with the election, so long as total 
receipts/expenditures remain less than $2,000. 
 
Form 470 Supplement 
A candidate who has filed Form 470 in connection with an election and subsequently receives 
contributions or makes expenditures totaling $2,000 or more is required to file notification within 48 
hours. Form 470 Supplement may be used, and must be sent by telegram, guaranteed overnight 
service, personal delivery or fax to the Secretary of State, the local filing officer, and to each of his or 
her opponents seeking the same office. 
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Campaign Disclosure Information 
 
The Campaign Disclosure Statement Filing Schedule for the November 3, 2026 election is on the next page. 
 
All candidates and committees are required to file semi-annual campaign disclosure statements no later 
than July 31 and January 31, if they have made or received contributions or made expenditures during the 
six calendar months before the closing dates of June 30 or December 31, respectively, of such statements.  
In addition to the above semi-annual campaign statements, candidates, elected officers, controlled 
committees, and any committee formed primarily to support or oppose a candidate or a measure and all 
other committees that have made or received contributions of $2,000 or more or made expenditures of 
$2,000 or more during the periods specified in the chart to follow must file campaign statements on the 
required dates. 
 
 

 
Candidates Receiving or Spending OVER $2,000 
 
Must file forms 410 + 501 + 460's (pre-election & semi-annual) + 410 to terminate 
 
 
Candidates Receiving or Spending UNDER $2,000 
 
Must file forms 501 + 470 (pre-election) 
 

 
Filing is the Responsibility of Candidate and/or Committee 
 
It is the responsibility of candidates and/or committees to be aware of and to file the required campaign 
disclosure statements in a timely manner.  As a courtesy, the Office of the City Clerk mails a reminder notice 
to candidates who, based on nomination documents, appear to have a campaign disclosure filing 
requirement. 
 
Forms are available by telephoning the City Clerk Department at 780-7220.  Assistance for filling out the 
forms should be obtained by calling the Technical Assistance and Analysis Division of the Fair Political 
Practices Commission at 1-866-ASK-FPPC (1-866-275-3772). Telephone advice is available Monday through 
Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. or by emailing advice@fppc.ca.gov. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:advice@fppc.ca.gov
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Local Campaign Mandatory Contribution Limits and Voluntary 
Expenditure Limits 
 
Preserving integrity and openness in the political process is a matter of highest public interest. The people 
of the City of Redwood City can be better served through a more informed electorate and the trust of the 
people is essential to representative government. Regulation of campaign contributions is necessary to 
promote public confidence in government and to protect the integrity of the electoral process. 

In February 2022, the City Council adopted Ordinance 2505 placing mandatory limits on campaign 
contributions to City Council candidates and set voluntary overall expenditure limits on campaigns, designed 
to allow City Council candidates and incumbent City Councilmembers to spend less of their time on 
fundraising and more of their time communicating on issues of importance to voters and constituents. 

Contribution Limits 

For any particular election, no individual or organization shall make, and no candidate, candidate 
committee, treasurer, or other person acting on behalf of a candidate committee shall solicit or accept from 
any individual or organization, any contribution that will cause the total amount contributed by such 
individual or organization to exceed $1,000 (Section 2.153(A)). 

In accordance with Redwood City Municipal Code Section 2.154, subsection (E)(2), the City Clerk is required 
to publish notice of an increase in the expenditure ceiling amount for candidates for district City 
Councilmembers who voluntarily agree to expenditure ceilings. Beginning on January 1, 2024, the City Clerk 
shall in even-numbered years increase the expenditure ceiling amounts based upon a finding that the cost 
of living in the immediate San Francisco Bay Area, as shown on the CPI for all items in the San Francisco Bay 
Area as published by the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Statistics, has increased. The adjustment 
called for by this section shall be the cost of living adjustment (COLA) computed by reference to the 
Consumer Price Index (CPI) as indexed from a base year that commences in October 2021. The increase shall 
be rounded to the nearest thousand. 
 
Expenditure Limits 

As outlined in the ordinance, City Council candidates may spend $2.58* per resident in the district they are 
running in (Section 2.154(E)). The table below represents the dollar amounts each candidate may spend on 
their campaign for each district up for election in November 2026. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://meetings.redwoodcity.org/AgendaOnline/Meetings/ViewMeeting?id=2097&doctype=1
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Voluntary Campaign Expenditure Limits for the November 3, 2026 City Council Elections 
 

 District 2 District 5 District 6 
District Population Based on 2020 U.S. Census  

11,870 
 

12,160 
 

11,857 
Maximum Mandatory Individual/Organization 
Contributions 

 
 

$1,000 

 
 

$1,000 

 
 

$1,000 
Maximum voluntary campaign expenditure 
limit (District population x $2.58*) 
(See Ordinance 2505) 

 
 

$31,000 

 
 

$31,000 

 
 

$31,000 
 

For more information about the November 3, 2026 City Council election, visit 
www.redwoodcity.org/elections  
 
Published on January 29, 2026 
 

Candidates who agree to limit campaign expenditures in accordance with the ordinance, and who comply 
with all aspects of the ordinance, will be allowed to submit a candidate statement to appear on the City’s 
election page, in addition to the statement that will appear in the County Voter Guide. Campaign statements 
will appear on the website in the form submitted by the candidate without editing, proofreading, or spell 
checking by the City Clerk. The opinions and statements set forth are those of the candidates to whom they 
are attributed and do not reflect the City’s official positions on issues addressed in the statements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.redwoodcity.org/elections
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Local Campaign Mandatory Contribution Limits and Voluntary 
Expenditure Limits 
 
Benefits of Complying with the Voluntary Expenditure Limits 

Violations 

Candidates who agree to limit campaign contributions and expenditures but subsequently violate the 
ordinance shall, within seventy-two (72) hours of the City’s knowledge of the violation: 

1. Have notice of the violation forwarded to a newspaper of general circulation for publication; 

2. Have notice of the violation posted on the City’s website; 

3. Have notice of the violation posted at a reasonably accessible location at City Hall; 

4. Result in the removal of the 400-word written candidate statement from the City’s website, unless a fee 
was paid and the statement will then be relocated in accordance with Section 2.154(D). 

Enforcement of Limits 

During the nomination period and as part of the nomination process, candidates will sign a form, shown on 
the next page, indicating their intent to abide by mandatory campaign contribution limits and voluntary 
expenditure limits. Any contribution or portion thereof that exceeds the limits shall be returned to the 
contributor within 72 hours of receipt. 

Any person who knowingly or willfully violates any provision of Section 2.153 of the ordinance is guilty of a 
misdemeanor and may be subject to prosecution within four (4) years of the date on which the violation 
occurred. 

In addition to other penalties provided by law, a fine of $1,000 for each violation of Section 2.153 may be 
imposed. If evidence of a violation is presented to the City Clerk, the City Clerk shall send written notice to 
the candidate or committee of the alleged violation and request its correction within three (3) business days 
of the date on the written notice. If no correction has been made within the allotted time, the candidate or 
committee shall cease and desist all contributions, expenditures, and campaign communications, and pay 
the fine set forth by the ordinance to the City’s General Fund. 

To report a suspected violation, please contact the City Clerk’s office at (650) 780-7220 or by email 
at ycastro@redwoodcity.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ycastro@redwoodcity.org
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REDWOOD CITY LOCAL CAMPAIGN FINANCE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  
FOR CITY COUNCIL CANDIDATES 

NOVEMBER 3, 2026 CITY COUNCIL ELECTIONS 
 

The City of Redwood City is committed to preserving integrity and openness in the 
political process as a matter of the highest public interest. Residents of Redwood 
City are better served through a more informed electorate and the trust of the 
people is essential to effective representative government. The regulation of 
campaign contributions is necessary to promote public confidence in government 
and to protect the integrity of the electoral process. 
 
The purpose of local campaign finance regulation is to minimize the potentially 
corrupting influence and appearances of corruption caused by excessive 
contributions and expenditures in campaigns by providing for a reasonable 
voluntary campaign expenditure limit and mandatory contribution limits for City 
Council candidates. Further, regulation serves to limit overall expenditures in 
campaigns, thereby allowing City Council candidates and incumbent City 
Councilmembers to spend less of their time on fundraising and more of their time 
communicating on issues of importance to voters and constituents. 

 
MANDATORY CONTRIBUTION LIMITS 

 

 District 2 District 5 District 6 
District Population 
Based on 2020 U.S. 
Census 

 
11,870 

 
12,160 

 
11,857 

Maximum Mandatory 
Individual/Organization 
Contributions 

 
$1,000 

 

 
$1,000 

 

 
$1,000 

 
 

 
 
By signing this acknowledgment, I certify that I have received a copy of Ordinance 
No. 2505 and I agree to adhere to all requirements set forth in Section 2.153 – 
Contribution Limits and Penalties.   
 
 
Candidate Name: ___________________________District: ____________________ 
 
Candidate Signature: ________________________Date: ______________________ 
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VOLUNTARY EXPENDITURE LIMITS 

 

 District 2 District 5 District 6 
District Population 
Based on 2020 
U.S. Census 

 
11,870 

 
12,160 

 
11,857 

Maximum 
voluntary 
campaign 
expenditure limit 
(District 
population x 
$2.58*) 
(See Ordinance 
2505) 

 
 

$31,000 

 
 

$31,000 

 
 

$31,000 

 
 
 
 

Select one of the following options and agree to all statements: 
 

Option 1 ☐ Option 2 ☐ Option 3 ☐ 
☐ I will accept the 
expenditure limits noted on 
the chart above based on the 
City Council district in which I 
am a candidate. 
☐ I will form a controlled 
committee in support of my 
candidacy and I will file all 
required disclosures, 
including the Form 460 with 
the Fair Political Practices 
Commission 
☐ I will abide by this 
agreement throughout the 
duration of my campaign.   
 

☐ I will accept the 
expenditure limits noted on 
the chart above based on the 
City Council district in which I 
am a candidate. 
☐ I will not form a controlled 
committee and instead I will 
file a Form 470 with the Fair 
Political Practices Commission 
stating that I will not receive 
campaign contributions or 
make campaign expenditures 
of $2,000 or more during the 
calendar year. If I do spend 
more than $2,000, I will 
comply with FPPC 
requirements regarding 
controlled campaign 
committees. 
☐ I will abide by this 
agreement throughout the 
duration of my campaign.   
 

☐ I DO NOT agree to 
voluntary expenditure limits.  

 
Per Ordinance No. 2505, the agreement to voluntarily limit campaign expenditures shall 
pertain to all expenditures, with the exception of those noted in Section 2.154 (E)(4), 
incurred by me/my committee in support of my candidacy and shall include such 
expenditures and contributions which I/my committee am/is required to report pursuant 
to the California Political Reform Act, whether those expenditures and contributions are 
made before or after the election. If I should, intentionally or inadvertently, fail to abide 
by this agreement I will, upon discovering said failure, immediately notify the City Clerk. 
Further, I understand that others may take action to inform the City Clerk of a possible 
violation committed by my campaign. If a violation occurs, I understand the City Clerk 
will cease conferring the benefits and incentives described in Section 2.154 (C).  
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By signing this acknowledgment, I certify that I have received a copy of Ordinance No. 
2505 and I will adhere to the voluntary expenditure limit selection I have indicated on 
this form. I also understand that if I agree to abide by voluntary campaign expenditure 
limits I may reverse this decision within three business days after the deadline to file 
nomination papers and I must inform the City Clerk in writing of this decision.   
 
 

Candidate Name: _______________________City Council District: __________________ 
 

Candidate Signature: _________________________________Date:__________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                                                  
25 

 

Campaign Filing Guidelines 
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Campaign Statement Filing Calendar 

 
Fair Political Practices Commission Filing Schedule for Candidates for Local Office 
Being Voted on November 3, 2026 
 

Deadline Period Form Notes 
July 31, 2026 
Semi-Annual 

1/1/26 – 6/30/26 460 
470 

• Form 460: All committees must file Form 460. 
• Form 470: Candidates who filed candidacy papers on 

or before June 30, who do not have open 
committees, and who will not raise or spend $2,000 

       Within 10 
Business Days 
$5,000 Report 

Ongoing – 
File anytime other 
than the 90-day 
election cycle 

497 Only E-filers file this report: 
• File if a contribution of $5,000 or more is received from a 

single source. 
• No paper copy is required. 
• File within 10 business days of receipt of contribution. 

Within 24 
Hours Election 
Cycle Reports 

8/5/26 – 11/3/26 497 • File if a contribution of $1,000 or more in the 
aggregate is received from a single source. 

• File if a contribution of $1,000 or more in the 
aggregate is made to or in connection with a 
candidate or 

• ballot measure listed on the November 3, 2026, 
ballot, or made to a political party committee. 

• The recipient of a non-monetary contribution of 
$1,000 or more in the aggregate must file a Form 
497 within 48 hours from the time the non-
monetary contribution is received. 

• E-file only. No paper copy is required. 

Sept 24, 2026 
1st Pre-Election 

7/1/26 – 9/19/26 460 
or 
470 

• Each candidate listed on the ballot must file Form 
460 or Form 470 

Oct 22, 2026 
2nd Pre-Election 

9/20/26 – 
10/17/26 

460 • All committees must file Form 460. 
• File by personal delivery, guaranteed overnight 

service or online. 

Jan 31, 2027 
Semi-Annual 

thru – 12/31/26 460 • All committees must file unless the committee 
filed termination Forms 410 and 460 before 
December 31, 
2026. 

 
Notes: 

• Period Covered: The period covered by any statement begins on the day after the closing date of 
the last statement filed, or January 1, if no previous statement has been filed 

• Local Ordinance: Always check on whether additional local rules apply. 
• Deadline Extensions: Deadlines are extended when they fall on a Saturday, Sunday, or an official 

state holiday. This extension does not apply to the deadline for a Form 497 due the weekend before 
the election, or to any Form 496. Such reports must be filed within 24 hours regardless of the day 
of the week. Statements filed after the deadline are subject to a $10 per day late fine. Statements 
filed after the deadline are subject to a $10 per day late fine. 
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• Method of Delivery: All paper filings may be filed by first class mail unless otherwise noted. A paper 
copy of a report may not be required if a local agency requires online filing pursuant to a local 
ordinance. 

• Form 501: All candidates must file Form 501 (Candidate Intention Statement) before 
soliciting/receiving contributions 

• Form 460: Candidates who have raised/spent $2,000 or more file the Form 460. The Form 410 
(Statement of Organization) must also be filed once $2,000 or more has been raised/spent. 

• Form 470: Candidates who do not raise or spend $2,000 or more (or anticipate raising or spending 
$2,000 or more) and do not have an open committee may file Form 470 on or before September 
29, 2026. 

• If, later during the calendar year, a campaign committee must be opened, a Form 470 Supplement 
and a 

• Form 410 must be filed. 
• After the Election: Reporting requirements will depend on whether the candidate is successful and 

whether a campaign committee is open. See Campaign Disclosure Manual 2 for additional 
information. 

• Public Documents: All forms are public documents. Campaign manuals and instructional materials 
are available at www.fppc.ca.gov. Click on Learn, then Campaign Rules. 

• Independent Expenditures: Committees making independent expenditures totaling $1,000 or more 
to support or oppose other candidates or ballot measures also file: 

o 462: This form must be e-mailed to the FPPC within 10 days. 
o 496: This form is due within 24 hours if made in the 90-day, 24-hour reporting period of the 

candidate’s or measure’s election. Refer to the applicable filing schedule. Form 496 is filed 
with the filing officer in the jurisdiction of the affected candidate or measure. 

• A video on basic information for candidates and committees can be found at 
www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/training-and-outreach/candidates-treasurers-committees.html 

http://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/training-and-outreach/candidates-treasurers-committees.html
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Campaign Statement Filing Information 
 
PENALTY FOR LATE FILING: GC § 91013 imposes a fine of $10.00 per day after the filing deadline until 
a statement is filed.  The liability is limited to the cumulative amount of the contributions or expenditures 
for the period covered by the late statement or $100, whichever is greater.  Persons who do not comply 
with the requirements of the law are also subject to criminal and civil penalties. 
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Fair Campaign Practices 
 
The following code sections concerning fair campaign practices, campaign literature and mass mailing are 
required by law to be issued to all candidates. For a complete listing of restrictions on campaign practices 
and accompanying regulations, please refer to the Divisions and Titles in their entirety. 
 
PROVISIONS OF THE CODE OF FAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICES as found in Chapter 5 of Division 20 of the 
California Elections Code: 
 
Chapter 5.  Fair Campaign Practices 
 
Article 1.  General Intent 
 
20400. Intent of legislature. 

 
The Legislature declares that the purpose of this chapter is to encourage every candidate for public office 
in this state to subscribe to the Code of Fair Campaign Practices. 
 
It is the ultimate intent of the Legislature that every candidate for public office in this state who subscribes 
to the Code of Fair Campaign Practices will follow the basic principles of decency, honesty, and fair play in 
order that, after vigorously contested, but fairly conducted campaigns, the citizens of this state may exercise 
their constitutional right to vote, free from dishonest and unethical practices which tend to prevent the full 
and free expression of the will of the voters. 
 
The purpose in creating the Code of Fair Campaign Practices is to give voters guidelines in determining fair 
play and to encourage candidates to discuss issues instead of untruths or distortions. 
(Enacted by Stats. 1994, Ch. 920, Sec. 2.) 
 
Article 2.   Definitions 
 
20420. As used in this chapter, "Code" means the Code of Fair Campaign Practices. 
 
Article 3.   Code of Fair Campaign Practices 
 
20440. Subscription to code; form. 
 
At the time an individual is issued his or her declaration of candidacy, nomination papers, or any other paper 
evidencing an intention to be a candidate for public office, the elections official shall give the individual a 
blank form of the code and a copy of this chapter. The elections official shall inform each candidate for 
public office that subscription to the code is voluntary. 
 
In the case of a committee making an independent expenditure, as defined in Section 82031 of the 
Government Code, the Secretary of State shall provide a blank form and a copy of this chapter to the 
individual filing, in accordance with Title 9 (commencing with Section 81000) of the Government Code, an 
initial campaign statement on behalf of the committee. 

 
20441. Supply of forms. 
 
The Secretary of State shall print, or cause to be printed, blank forms of the code. The Secretary of State 
shall supply the forms to the Elections official in quantities and at times requested by the Elections Official. 
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Fair Campaign Practices 
 
20442. Retention of forms; public inspection. 
 
The elections official shall accept, at all times prior to the election, all completed forms that are properly 
subscribed to by a candidate for public office and shall retain them for public inspection until 30 days after 
the election. 
 
20443. Public record. 
 
Every code subscribed to by a candidate for public office pursuant to this chapter is a public record open 
for public inspection. 
 
20444. Voluntary. 
 
In no event shall a candidate for public office be required to subscribe to or endorse the code. 
 
The text of the code is available on the following page. 
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Code of Fair Campaign Practices 
 
There are basic principles of decency, honesty, and fair play which every candidate for public office in the 
State of California has a moral obligation to observe and uphold, in order that, after vigorously contested, 
but fairly conducted campaigns, our citizens may exercise their constitutional right to a free and 
untrammeled choice and the will of the people may be fully and clearly expressed on the issues. 
 
THEREFORE: 

(1) I SHALL CONDUCT my campaign openly and publicly, discussing the issues as I see them, presenting 
my record and policies with sincerity and frankness, and criticizing without fear or favor the record 
and policies of my opponents or political parties that merit this criticism. 

(2) I SHALL NOT USE OR PERMIT the use of character defamation, whispering campaigns, libel, slander, 
or scurrilous attacks on any candidate or his or her personal or family life. 

(3) I SHALL NOT USE OR PERMIT any appeal to negative prejudice based on a candidate's actual or 
perceived race, religious creed, color, national origin, ancestry, physical disability, mental disability, 
medical condition, marital status, age, sexual orientation, sex, including gender identity, or any 
other characteristic set forth in Section 12940 of the Government Code, or association with another 
person who has any of the actual or perceived characteristics set forth in Section 12940 of the 
Government Code. 

(4) I SHALL NOT USE OR PERMIT any dishonest or unethical practice that tends to corrupt or undermine 
our American system of free elections, or that hampers or prevents the full and free expression of 
the will of the voters including acts intended to hinder or prevent any eligible person from 
registering to vote, enrolling to vote, or voting. 

(5) I SHALL NOT coerce election help or campaign contributions for myself or for any other candidate 
from my employees. 

(6) I SHALL IMMEDIATELY AND PUBLICLY REPUDIATE support deriving from any individual or group 
that resorts, on behalf of my candidacy or in opposition to that of my opponent, to the methods 
and tactics that I condemn. I shall accept responsibility to take firm action against any subordinate 
who violates any provision of this code or the laws governing elections. 

(7) I SHALL DEFEND AND UPHOLD the right of every qualified American voter to full and equal 
participation in the electoral process. 

 
 
I, the undersigned, candidate for election to public office in the State of California or treasurer or 
chairperson of a committee making any independent expenditures, hereby voluntarily endorse, subscribe 
to, and solemnly pledge myself to conduct my campaign in accordance with the above principles and 
practices. 
 
 
Please print your name and the title of the office sought: 
 
  
Signature                                            Date 

 
(Name)                      (Office Sought)                 (Election Date) 
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Vote by Mail Information 
 
State law specifies a uniformity in the format and content of an application form for a Vote by Mail ballot 
(EC §§3006, 3007, 3007.5). To ensure compliance with current law, it is recommended that any Vote by 
Mail ballot application intended for mass reproduction be approved by the Registration & Elections 
Division prior to its distribution. For further Vote by Mail information, you may contact Karla Gallegos at 
650-312-5292 or kgallegos@smcacre.org. 
 
Vote by Mail Ballots 
 
A Vote by Mail voter who is unable to return the ballot may designate any person to return the ballot to the 
Elections Official who issued the ballot, to the precinct board at a polling place or Vote Center within the 
state, or to a Vote by Mail Ballot Drop-off Location within the state that is provided pursuant to Election 
Code Section 3025 or 4005. The ballot must, however, be received by the Elections Official who issued the 
ballot, the precinct board, or the Vote by Mail Ballot Drop-off Location before the close of the polls on 
Election Day. The designated person needs to sign on the voter’s Vote by Mail return envelope and write 
their relationship to the voter. 
 
If a Vote by Mail ballot is returned to a precinct board at a polling place or Vote Center, or to a Vote by Mail 
Ballot Drop-off Location that is located in a county that is not the county of the Elections Official who issued 
the ballot, the Elections Official for the county in which the Vote by Mail ballot is returned shall forward the 
ballot to the Elections Official who issued the ballot no later than eight days after receipt. EC §3017 
 
A Vote by Mail ballot may be delivered to the voter, their spouse, child, parent, grandparent, grandchild, or 
sibling, or a person residing in the same household as the Vote by Mail voter, except that in no case shall 
the ballot be delivered to an individual under 16 years of age. The County Elections Official shall deliver the 
Vote by Mail ballot to the Vote by Mail voter’s spouse, child, parent, grandparent, grandchild, or sibling, or 
a person residing in the same household as the voter only if that person signs a statement attested to under 
penalty of perjury that provides the name of the voter and his or her relationship to the voter, and affirms 
that he or she is 16 years of age or older, and is authorized by the voter to deliver the Vote by Mail ballot. 
EC §3009 
 
A voter’s signature on the Vote by Mail return envelope must match the voter’s signature appearing on the 
affidavit of registration records in order for the ballot to be counted. EC §3019 
 
No person shall solicit the vote of a Vote by Mail voter, or do any electioneering while in the residence of or 
immediate presence of the voter during the time the Vote by Mail voter is voting. Any person who knowingly 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor. EC §18371 
 
Applications for Vote by Mail ballots must be made in writing and be received by the Registration & 
Elections Division through Tuesday, October 27, 2026 (until the 7th day before the election). (Note:   Vote 
by Mail applications can be accepted from voters prior to Tuesday, October 5, 2026, 29 days before Election 
Day when every voter registered to Vote by Mail will be mailed a ballot). 
 
Online Vote by Mail applications are also available at http://www.smcacre.org/vote-mail.  A person may 
not submit a Vote by Mail ballot application electronically for another registered voter. EC §§3007.7, 
3008 
 

mailto:kgallegos@smcacre.org.
http://www.shapethefuture.org/votingoptions/votebymail.asp
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Vote by Mail Information 
 
Candidates and committees may receive applications for Vote by Mail ballots. Applications must be 
submitted to the Registration & Elections Division within 72 hours of receiving the completed forms, or 
before the deadline for application, October 27, 2026, whichever is sooner. EC §3008 
 
Receive a Vote by Mail Ballot 
 
Every Voter registered to Vote by Mail in districts holding an election will be mailed a ballot beginning 29 
days before Election Day, October 5, 2026. 
 
The “Go Green! Get your voter pamphlet online!” Program Option 
 
This program allows a registered voter to sign up for electronic delivery of the voter's Sample Ballot & 
Official Voter Information Pamphlet, instead of receiving a paper version by postal delivery. Once a voter 
signs up he/she will no longer receive the Sample Ballot & Official Voter Information Pamphlet by mail 
for all future elections unless they opt back in, which they can do at any time. 

• Any registered voter may enroll online (www.smcacre.org/go-green) or mail in the form provided 
in the Voter Information Pamphlet. 

• The voter may provide a valid email address at which to receive a message containing a link to 
the electronic, printable version of the voter’s assigned ballot and pamphlet. 

• The voter’s email address will be used solely for this program and will not be included in the 
database of voter information that is sold, as allowed by state law, to campaigns and other 
qualified buyers. However, if the voter provided the email address when registering to vote, the 
address will be included in the database files that the Registration and Elections Division provides. 

 
Postmark + 7 
 
Vote by Mail ballots postmarked on or before Election Day and received by the County Elections Official 
no later than three days after Election Day shall be counted. 
EC §3020 
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Campaign Literature 
 
GC 84305.  Mass Mailings; requirements. 
 
A “mass mailing” is defined as over 200 substantially similar pieces of mail but does not include a form letter 
or other mail which is sent in response to an unsolicited request, letter or other inquiry. 
GC §82041.5 
 
(a)  (1) Except as provided in subdivision (b), a candidate, candidate controlled committee established for 
an elective office for the controlling candidate, or political party committee shall not send a mass mailing 
unless the name, street address, and city of the candidate or committee are shown on the outside of each 
piece of mail in the mass mailing and on at least one of the inserts included within each piece of mail of the 
mailing in no less than 6- point type that is in a color or print that contrasts with the background so as to be 
easily legible. A post office box may be stated in lieu of a street address if the candidate's, candidate 
controlled committee established for an elective office for the controlling candidate's, or political party 
committee's address is a matter of public record with the Secretary of State. 
 
(2) Except as provided in subdivision (b), a committee, other than a candidate controlled committee 
established for an elective office for the controlling candidate or a political party committee, shall not send 
a mass mailing that is not required to include a disclosure pursuant to Section 84502 unless the name, street 
address, and city of the committee is shown on the outside of each piece of mail in the mass mailing and on 
at least one of the inserts included within each piece of mail of the mailing in no less than 6-point type that 
is in a color or print that contrasts with the background so as to be easily legible. A post office box may be 
stated in lieu of a street address if the committee's address is a matter of public record with the Secretary 
of State. 
 
(b) If the sender of the mass mailing is a single candidate or committee, the name, street address, and city 
of the candidate or committee need only be shown on the outside of each piece of mail. 
 
(c)  (1) A candidate, candidate controlled committee established for an elective office for the controlling 
candidate, or political party committee shall not send a mass electronic mailing unless the name of the 
candidate or committee is shown in the electronic mailing preceded by the words “Paid for by” in at least 
the same size font as a majority of the text in the electronic mailing. 
 
Political Advertising 
 
Any paid political advertisement that refers to an election or to any candidate for state or local elective 
office and that is contained in or distributed with a newspaper, shall bear on each surface or page thereof, 
in type or lettering at least half as large as the type or lettering of the advertisement or in 10-point roman 
type, whichever is larger, the words “Paid Political Advertisement.” The words shall be set apart from any 
other printed matter. As used in this section “paid political advertisement” shall mean and shall be limited 
to, published statements paid for by advertisers for purposes of supporting or defeating any person who 
has filed for an elective state or local office. EC §20008 
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Campaign Literature 
 
Political Signs -- State of California Requirements [for highways] 
 

Business and Professions Code 5405.3 
 

"5405.3 Temporary Political Signs.  Nothing in this chapter, including, but not limited to, Section 
5405, shall prohibit the placing of temporary political signs, unless a federal agency determines that such 
placement would violate federal regulations.  However, no such sign shall be placed within the right-of-way 
of any highway or within 660 feet of the edge of and visible from the right-of-way of a landscaped freeway. 
 

A temporary political sign is a sign which: 
(a) Encourages a particular vote in a scheduled election. 
(b) Is placed not sooner than 90 days prior to the scheduled election and is removed within 10 

days after that election. 
(c) Is no larger than 32 square feet. 
(d) Has had a statement of responsibility filed with the department (Department of 

Transportation) certifying a person who will be responsible for removing the temporary 
political sign and who will reimburse the department for any cost incurred to remove it."  
(See Appendix-x) 

 
Redwood City has established standards for signage which are outlined in Chapter 3, Article 111, Division 6, 
of Section 3.151. - TIME LIMITED EXCEPTION FOR TEMPORARY NONCOMMERCIAL SIGNS of the Redwood 
City Municipal Code (RCMC). 
 
The City recognizes the importance of political signs in the exercise of free speech.  The City hereby finds it 
necessary to regulate certain aspects of political signs. 
 
The following sections of the RCMC govern the placement of political signs in the City: 
 
Sec. 3.151. - TIME LIMITED EXCEPTION FOR TEMPORARY NONCOMMERCIAL SIGNS: 
 

A. In addition to the signs allowed under other Divisions of this Article, within the time period 
commencing ninety (90) calendar days before and ending ten (10) calendar days after any special, 
primary or general election, temporary signs displaying noncommercial message(s) may be 
displayed in the locations specified following, subject to the rules stated in this Division. Individual 
signs may not exceed six (6) square feet in display area or eight feet (8′) in height. Only one sign 
bearing a particular image or message may be displayed in any one permissible area. No sign may 
be mounted in such a manner as to obscure the view of another sign previously mounted in the 
same permissible area. No sign may be mounted so as to obscure the view within the visibility 
triangle. Such signs are not permitted in the street median. 

 

B. For purposes of this Division, the permissible areas are: 
1. The planter strip adjacent to City-owned sidewalks; 
2. On City-owned land adjacent to street intersections, when such land is out of the traffic 

lanes and is not used for vehicle or pedestrian traffic. 
 

C. This Division does not authorize the posting of temporary non-commercial signs on City Hall or the 
area around it or on any building owned or leased by the City and in which City employees routinely 
perform their duties or in any of the parking areas near such buildings. 
 

D. Signs allowed under this division are not subject to any permit. 
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E. Signs which violate the rules of this Section and are not allowed under any other provision of this 
Article, may be summarily removed by the City. All persons placing signs pursuant to this Section 
are responsible for removing such signs when the permissible display period has ended. When a 
sign is not removed at the expiration of the permissible display period, the City may summarily 
remove the sign pursuant to Division 4 above. 

 
If you still have any questions pertaining to political signs, feel free to contact the Redwood City Community 
Development Department at (650) 780-7239, planning@redwoodcity.org, or stop by City Hall. 

mailto:780-7239
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Other Data Pertaining to the November 3, 2026 
General Municipal Election 
 
Voter Registration Deadline 
 
October 19, 2026 is the last day to register to vote in the November 3, 2026 election. EC §2102 
 
Electioneering on Election Day 
 
Pursuant to EC §18370, no person, on Election Day, or at any time that a voter may be casting a ballot, shall, 
within 100 feet of a polling place, a satellite location under EC §3018 or an election official's office: 
 

a. Circulate an initiative, referendum, recall, or nomination petition or any other petition. 
b. Solicit a vote or speak to a voter on the subject of marking his/her ballot. 
c. Place a sign relating to voters' qualifications or speak to a voter on the subject of his/her 

qualifications except as provided in EC §14240.  No person other than the precinct board or 
election official may challenge or question any voter on his/her qualifications. 

d. Do any electioneering, as defined by EC §319.5. 
 
As used in this section, "100 feet of a polling place or an election official's office" shall mean a distance 100 
feet from the room or rooms in which voters are signing the roster and casting ballots. 
 
Any person who violates any of the provisions of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and if intimidation 
is used, a felony.  EC §§18370 & 18541.  Persons who conspire to violate EC §18543 (challenging without 
probable cause) are guilty of a felony. 
 
EC §18403 provides that any person other than an election official or a precinct board member who receives 
a voted ballot from a voter or who examines or solicits the voter to show his or her voted ballot is punishable 
by a fine not exceeding ten thousand dollars ($10,000), State imprisonment for 16 months or two or three 
years, a county jail term not exceeding one year, or both the fine and imprisonment.  This section shall not 
apply to a person returning an absentee ballot or persons assisting a voter as provided by law. 
 
EC §18540 provides that every person who makes use of or threatens to make use of, or who hires or 
arranges for any other person to vote or refrain from voting at any election, or for any particular person or 
measure, or because any person voted or refrained from voting for any particular person or measure at any 
election, is guilty of a felony punishable by State imprisonment for 16 months or two or three years. 
 
EC §18544 provides that any person in possession of a firearm or any uniformed peace officer, private guard, 
or security personnel who is stationed in the immediate vicinity of, or posted at a polling place without 
written authorization of the appropriate city or county elections official is punishable by a fine not exceeding 
ten thousand dollars ($10,000), State imprisonment for 16 months or two or three years, a county jail term 
not exceeding one year, or both the fine and imprisonment. 
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Other Data Pertaining to the November 3, 2026 
General Municipal Election 
 
Election Results:  Semi-Official and Official Canvass 
 
The semi-official canvass will commence immediately upon the close of the polls at 8:00 p.m., November 
3, 2026. EC §15150 Votes are extracted and cumulated at the secure, central counting location within the 
Registration & Elections Division at 40 Tower Road, San Mateo, CA 94402. 
 
Generally, the election night results will be released as follows: 
 

• 8:05 pm - Vote by Mail Ballots Only 
• 9:00 pm – Vote Center Electronic Voting Results 

 
There are two different ways you may obtain Election Night Semi-Official results: 
 

(1) View the results as they are posted on our website at www.smcacre.gov 
 

(2) Subscribe to emailed reports, via subscription form posted on www.smcacre.gov   one week prior 
to the election. 

Upon completion of the regular vote count, the County will publish a Precinct Turnout Report. 
 
Final Official Canvass 
 
The purpose of the Official Canvass is to thoroughly audit, account for, and validate every ballot and vote 
cast in the election, so that the Elections Official may derive and certify the final vote counts. This process 
tests the accuracy and validity of partial vote counts derived in the Semi-Official Canvass, and goes beyond 
those preliminary processes to validate and count additional Vote by Mail ballots, provisional ballots and 
write-in votes, and to account for unused and damaged paper ballots. 
 
During the Official Canvass, any interested person may choose to observe the Registration & Elections 
Division procedures. To observe this process, please feel free to contact (650) 312-5222 or visit the office 
during normal business hours, Monday – Friday, from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 
A press release detailing the Official Canvass will be available on the Registration & Election Division’s 
website:  www.smcacre.gov. 
 
Declaration of Elected Candidates -- Seating of Newly Elected Council Members -- Installation of New 
Mayor and Vice Mayor 
 
At the time that the official canvass is submitted to the City Council by the City Clerk, a declaration of elected 
candidates will be made through the adoption of a resolution of the City Council.  It is anticipated that the 
installation of the newly elected Council Members and the reorganization of the City Council including the 
installation of a new Mayor and Vice Mayor will be held on Monday, December 7, 2026. 
 
Certificates of Election 
 
Certificates of Election shall be issued by the City Clerk and presented to newly installed Council Members 
at the December 7, 2026 Council meeting after the swearing in ceremony. 

http://www.smcacre.gov/
http://www.smcacre.gov./
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Important Reminders about Campaign Management 
 
Be Informed: Study FPPC Campaign Disclosure Manuals: 

• Manual 2: Information for Local Candidates 
 
Before Raising or Spending any Money: F i l e  Form 501 (Candidate Intention). Then open a campaign 
bank account. Once $2,000 is raised or spent, get an identification number by filing Form 410. 
 
Mark Your Calendar: Know the due dates for campaign statements and file them on time. 
 
Keep Good Records: M a i n t a i n  details on contributions and expenditures of $25 or more. Refer to 
record keeping guidelines in your campaign disclosure manual. 
 
Using Personal Funds for Campaign Expenses: All personal funds of the candidate must first be deposited 
in the campaign bank account, except for filing fee/ballot statement fee. 
 
Report Late Contributions: If $1,000 or more is received from one contributor during the last 90 days 
before the election, disclose receipt within 24 hours, even if the contribution is from your personal funds. 
 
Itemize Contributors: For contributions of $100 or more, including loans and in-kind contributions, you 
must disclose the contributor’s name, address, occupation and employer. 
 
Identify Candidate/Committee on Mailings: Include your name and campaign address in at least 6- 
point type on the outside of all mass mailings (more than 200 pieces). Your committee’s name may be 
used if it includes your name. If your name is not part of the committee’s name, you may use just your 
name, or both your name and the name of the committee. 
 
No Personal Use of Campaign Funds: U s e  campaign funds only for political, legislative, or governmental 
purposes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Fictitious Samples of Candidate Statements 
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RESOLUTION NO. 16417 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF REDWOOD CITY 
ADOPTING REGULATIONS FOR CANDIDATES FOR ELECTIVE OFFICE 
PERTAINING TO CANDIDATE STATEMENTS SUBMITTED TO THE VOTERS 
AT AN ELECTION TO BE HELD ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2026 

 
WHEREAS, California Election Code § 13307 provides that the governing body of 

any local agency may adopt regulations pertaining to materials prepared by any 
candidate for a municipal election, including costs of the candidate’s statement; and 
 

WHEREAS, by separate Resolution the City has called for the holding of a General 
Municipal Election and requests that the County consolidate it with the Statewide 
General Election and therefore the County will control the form of the ballots and 
related election materials. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
REDWOOD CITY, AS FOLLOWS: 

 
1. GENERAL PROVISIONS. Pursuant to California Election Code § 13307 each 

candidate for elective office to be voted for at the election to be held in the City of 
Redwood City on November 3, 2026, may prepare a candidate’s statement on an 
appropriate form provided by the City Clerk. The statement may include the name, age 
and occupation of the candidate and a brief description of no more than two hundred 
(200) words of the candidate’s education and qualifications expressed by the candidate 
themselves. The statement shall not include party affiliation of the candidate, not 
membership or activity in partisan political organizations. The statement shall be filed 
with the City Clerk at the time the candidate’s nomination papers are filed. The 
statement may be withdrawn, but not changed, during the period for filing nomination 
papers and until 5:00 p.m. of the next working day after the close of the nomination 
period. 

2. FOREIGN LANGUAGE POLICY. 
 

A. Pursuant to the Federal Voting Rights Act, candidate statements will be 
translated into all languages required by the County of San Mateo. The County is 
required to translate candidate statements into the following languages: 
Chinese, Filipino, and Spanish. 

 
B. The County indicates that it will mail separate sample ballots and 
candidate statements in Chinese, Filipino and Spanish to only those voters who 
are on the county voter file as having requested a sample ballot in a particular 
language. The County will make the sample ballots and candidate statements in 
the required languages available at all polling places, on the County’s website, 
and in the Election Official’s office. 
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3. PAYMENT. 
 

A. Translations: 
 

1. The candidate shall be required to pay for the cost of translating the candidate 
statement into any required foreign language as specified above. 

 
B. Printing: 

 
1. The candidate shall be required to pay for the cost of printing the candidate 

statement in English in the main voter pamphlet. 
 

2. The candidate shall be required to pay for the cost of printing the candidate 
statement in a foreign language required in Subsection (A) of Section 2 above, 
in the main voter pamphlet. 

 
3. The candidate shall be required to pay for the cost of printing the candidate’s 
statement in a foreign language required by Subsection (A) of Section 2 above, in 
the facsimile voter pamphlet. 

 
The City Clerk shall estimate the total cost of printing, handling, translating, and 
mailing the candidate’s statements filed pursuant to this section, including the costs 
incurred as a result of complying with the Voting Rights Act of 1965 (as amended), and 
require each candidate filing a statement to pay in advance to the local agency their 
estimated pro rata share as a condition of having their statement included in the voter’s 
pamphlet, the estimate is just an approximation of the actual cost that varies from one 
election to another election and may be significantly more or less than the estimate, 
depending on the actual number of candidates filing statements. Accordingly, the City 
Clerk is not bound by the estimate and may, on a pro rata basis, bill the candidate to 
pay the balance of the cost incurred. In the event of overpayment, the City Clerk shall 
prorate the excess amount among the candidates and refund the excess amount paid 
within 30 days of the election. 

4. ADDITIONAL MATERIALS. No candidate will be permitted to include 
additional materials in the sample ballot package. 
 

5. MISCELLANEOUS. 
 

A. The City Clerk shall comply with all recommendations and standards set 
forth by the California Secretary of State regarding occupational designations and 
other matters related to elections. 

 
B. The City Clerk shall provide each candidate or the candidate’s 
representative a copy of this Resolution at the time nomination petitions are 
issued. 
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C.    All previous Resolutions establishing City Council policy on payment for 
candidate statements are repealed. 

 
D.     The City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this 
Resolution and enter it into the book of original resolutions. 

 
E.    In the event of a conflict between the County’s format for election 
materials and these regulations, the County’s rules shall apply. 

 
 
 

* * * 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

06/22/2026 
 

 
Passed and adopted by the Council of the City of Redwood City at a 

Joint City Council/Successor Agency Board/Public Financing Authority 

Meeting thereof held on the 22nd day of June 2026 by the following votes: 

AYES: Chu, Gee, Howard, Padilla, Sturken, Vice Mayor Eakin, and Mayor 
Martínez Saballos 

 
NOES:           None 

 
ABSENT: None 

 
ABSTAINED: None 

 
RECUSED: None 

 
 

 
Elmer Martínez Saballos 
Mayor of the City of Redwood City 

Attest: 

 
 
Yessika Castro, CMC, CPMC City 
Clerk of Redwood City 
 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution 
this 22nd day of June 2026. 

 

                                                            Elmer Martínez Saballos 
Mayor of the City of Redwood City 
 

 
  
 
 

 
 ATTY/RESO.0035/CC RESO GENERAL ELECTION – ADOPTING REGULATIONS FOR CANDIDATES REV: 06-12-26 VR 



ii         
 
 
 

Online Resources 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
Application to Purchase or View Voter Registration Information 
https://smcacre.gov/elections/voter-file-information  
 
Outdoor Advertising Display Permit Application 
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/traffic-operations/oda  
 

https://smcacre.gov/elections/voter-file-information
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/traffic-operations/oda
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