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Redwood City Fitness and Recreation: Two Choices

At a Glance…
The partnership between Redwood City and YMCA 
of Silicon Valley is years in the making and presents 
a unique opportunity to re-imagine creative ways 
to meet the growing and changing needs of our 
residents. As Redwood City’s population grows, we 
must consider new options for aging and obsolete 
facilities, and how to leverage those changes in 
broader and more innovative solutions. The proposal 
before the community now addresses the Veterans 
Memorial Senior Center – to renovate and expand 
upon the existing facility, or to rebuild and re-
conceptualize the facility. We are excited to hear 
your feedback and share our enthusiasm for the 
future of Redwood City. 

This decision is a key part of the broader project 
being explored through the exciting public-nonprofit 
partnership between Redwood City and the YMCA of 
Silicon Valley. The City and the Y are working together 
to develop a shared inter-generational center, with 
expanded programming and modernized facilities 
to meet the long-term recreational, health and social 
needs of our diverse community. Both plans for the 
VMSC will offer dramatic improvements over the 
current day facilities and will enable the broader 
scale project in partnership with the Y. The design will 
provide expanded, modern amenities to residents of 
all ages while protecting Redwood City’s green space 
and environment.

Amenities Snapshot

A new 400-seat theater and performing 
arts space.

Seniors’ dining commons and chef’s test  
kitchen.

A new technology center with the latest in 
advanced displays and connectivity.

A new gymnasium which will double available 
space when combined with Red Morton 
Center Gym.

An energy-efficient aquatic center to meet 
the needs of multi-generational users.

A new parking structure with increased 
capacity for hundreds of new users that 
will seamlessly blend with the surrounding 
greenery.

New trees to improve the connection 
between the buildings and their parkland 
setting.   

Improved ADA and inclusive access, truly 
making the proposed buildings a resource 
for the whole community.
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Veterans Memorial Senior Center Proposed 
Highlights:

l	 A new 400 seat, ADA compliant theater will allow for 
greater access for all residents and improved capacity 
to enjoy a wide array of performances and theatrical 
productions. 

l	 The seniors’ dining commons and chef’s test kitchen 
will deliver a new community meal venue and improve 
access to nutrition-focused events and educational 
opportunities.

l	 The VMSC will include a new learning and media lab. 
This flexible space will feature the latest displays 
and technology, and promote greater access in the 
community – from school children to teens to seniors.

l	 The proposed new gym will expand and reconfigure 
available gym space within the park. This will create 
abundant new programming opportunities for the 
community.

YMCA Proposed Highlights:

l	 The proposal to build a new Y will provide 
60,000 square feet of multi-functional, state-
of-the-art facilities.

l	 The new aquatics center will serve the 
diverse needs of the community, including 
athletic, recreational and instructional 
activities for kids, adults and seniors. 

l	 The Y will feature a premier workout area 
for cardiovascular and strength-training, 
studios for group exercise classes, spaces for 
multi-use activities, a kids zone and a high-
technology youth and teen activity center. 

l	 The Y will reach out to the community to get 
input on needs before finalizing the plan.
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The proposed project will employ the 
latest technology to conserve resources 
like water and energy to attain the highest 
possible LEED designation. The project 
team is focused on creating facilities with 
a low to zero carbon footprint. 


